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“Created To Be Like Jesus Christ”

Week 4 ~ 40 Days of Purpose

January 30, 2005

Today is week four in our 40 Days of Purpose and we look at the third purpose that God put you on this planet for, and we find it in Romans 8:29 and many other verses.  Look there on your outline, “From the very beginning God decided that those who came to Him – and He knew who would – should become like His Son”. God’s plan has always been to make you like Jesus Christ. Don’t misunderstand this verse, God is not saying you’re going to someday be a god.  You will never be a god. God wants you to become godly.  He wants you to develop His character, the way He thinks, the way He acts, the way He feels, His values, His moral character.  God wants to make you like Himself, and that’s God’s third plan for putting you on this planet, to make you like Jesus.

Look at the next verse, Ephesians 4:15. Read it with me aloud: “God wants us to grow up…like Christ in everything”. So would you write this down, my third purpose in life is to become like Christ. This doesn’t happen overnight.  It’s not like one day all of a sudden – ZAP – you’re just like Jesus.  It’s a process, and this process is called “discipleship”, and it takes an entire lifetime.  It’s going to take the rest of your life for God to build character in you, the character qualities of Jesus Christ.  

Today we’re going to look at how God makes us like Jesus Christ.  There are a couple of ways we know right off the bat.  We know He uses the Bible.  It takes truth to transform us.  If you really want to grow up spiritually, you’ve got to get into this Book.  The more you get into it, the more you’re going to grow.  You need to read it and study it and memorize it and meditate on it and think about it and apply it in your life, because it takes God’s truth to transform us.

The other thing God uses is people, and that’s why last

week we talked about fellowship and how important time together is for us to grow in our faith.
But, God uses more than just those two things.  He uses more than the Bible and He uses more than fellowship.  And today we’re going to look at three things that you may have not thought God uses, but He does.  Let’s look at this next verse, Romans 8:28. “In most things, God works for the good.” Oh, I read it wrong. “In all things God works for the good for those who love Him, who have been called according to His purposes.”  That’s Romans 8:28.

Now, what is His purpose?  Well we read it earlier.  Remember the first verse?  What does it say?  Romans 8:29 tells us God works all things for good to make us like Jesus. All things include good things, bad things, painful things, even sinful things. In all things God works for the good of those who love Him.  It doesn’t say all things are good because there’s a lot of bad in the world, but in all things God uses them to make me like Christ.  

Today we’re going to look at three very unexpected tools that God uses, and we’re going to see them in the life of Jesus Christ.  (1) He had trouble in the garden.  (2) He had temptation in the desert, and (3) He experienced trespasses on the cross.  If we are going to grow to be like Jesus Christ, God’s going to take us through these same experiences, one at a time.

Now the problem is, these things don’t automatically help us grow.  We have to have our heart ready, because if our heart isn’t ready we’re going to become bitter by these things rather than better.  So that is why we are going to look at what Jesus went through to learn how we should respond when trouble, temptation and trespasses come into our life. (You notice I didn’t say if, I said when!)

Write this down, God uses trouble to teach us to trust Him. In the Bible this word “trouble” is often called “trials”, and “trials” are situations used by God to draw us closer to Him. Consider: In one week two of our members fell, broke their hip, had major surgery and are now struggling through painful rehabilitation. That’s definitely trials & trouble! Did God know they were going to fall? Almost certainly yes, God is never surprised. Did God plan for them to fall and break their hip so that he could teach them a lesson & develop their character? Absolutely not!  But, God can take those unfortunate situations and out of them cause us to see as never before his great love for us, the magnificent value of our fellowship with other believers, and make us into valuable “wounded healers” for others who may experience similar hurts. God wants to build character in you.  How does He do it? One way is that he uses troubles. Look at the first verse, Romans 5:3-4 “…trouble produces patience, and patience produces character, and character produces hope”.
Now, is it possible that God causes trouble for us, causes us pain, hurts us in order to teach us a lesson and help us grow more like Jesus? I suspect so. I suspect so because I know that there are many normal human situations that require pain for us to grow, so it seems reasonable that God may also place us in painful situations to encourage us to grow. Let me give you an example. I’m getting older, (thank God, I’m not ready for the alternative!)  Strangest thing, as I get older my height is going down and my weight is going up, right around my belt. I don’t want it there! And so this guy who could once eat all of anything and never gain a pound has found that he must watch what he eats (which is painful) and now has to set aside some time for regular physical exercise (which is downright painful). That’s why body builders have this little saying “No pain, no gain”. I have no desire to be a “hunk” I just want to keep my weight in check. Pain is the cure for fat.

That’s a tiny example, but I think it makes me realize that there are times when to grow either physically or spiritually we must go through painful experiences. Either that or we will not grow at all or grow in ways we don’t want to grow. Sometimes that pain we endure we bring on ourselves, sometimes another person hurts us, sometimes the devil attacks us, sometimes God leads us into a desert to teach us to grow.

God is always more interested in what you are, your character, than He is in what you do, your career.  Why?  Because you’re not taking your career to heaven with you, but you are taking your character. Until you understand this, life isn't going to make sense.  All kinds of problems are going to come into your life – troubles, trials, difficulties – and you’re going to wonder, “Why me Lord?  Why is this happening to me?” as if your life is supposed to be a life of comfort.  Well it’s not.  The goal of life is not comfort.  This is not heaven.  One day you’re going to be in a place with no problems, no trials, but this isn’t it. And if you keep thinking you’re going to have heaven on earth, you’re going to be very disappointed.  This is not the place for comfort.  This is the place for character development. Every problem God turns into a purpose. It’s to make me like Jesus Christ, to build character in my life.

We have all seen The Passion of the Christ. We all know what Jesus went through beginning on that night in the Garden of Gethsemane. When we celebrate the Lord’s Supper we begin that sacrament by saying, “In the night in which he was betrayed”, and that sets the scene for the Lord’s most difficult trial, betrayal of a friend and the cross of Calvary.

It all began in the garden and Jesus was not alone! He took His small group with him. If Jesus needed them don’t you imagine we do? And notice how Jesus responded to trouble in the next verse. “Father,” He said, “everything is possible for You.  Please take this cup of suffering away from me.  Yet, I want Your will, not Mine!” (Mark 14:36).

If you’re going to become like Jesus, this is the first lesson you’re going to have to learn.  When you go through trouble, it’s OK to say to God, “God I don’t like this”, “God I want you to take it away”, “God I know it’s possible for you to take it away”.  Jesus said, “I know everything is possible with You.  Yet, this is what’s best for me.  Your will be done in my life”.  He surrendered to God’s plan.  Jesus said, “Whatever fulfills Your purpose in my life”. 

You’re going to have to learn to trust God completely just the way Jesus did.  God uses trouble to teach us to trust Him. 

It’s easy to trust God when everything is going great in your life.  The real test of your faith is how do you hang on to God when you don’t feel good?  When everything is going wrong and going bad and you don’t even have feelings? The next time you get into some troubles and find yourself asking, “Why is this happening?”, you may not know why but you will know God is going to make something good come of it.  God is using the situation to teach you to trust Him.  He’s giving you the opportunity to grow more like his Son.

Now, let me give you a couple of things that might help you along when you go through troubles. (1) Try keeping a spiritual journal. Not a diary, as in “Dear Diary today I …” but a written record of your feelings, your fears, your doubts and your hopes, and especially your prayers. God told Moses to do this when they spent 40 years wandering in the wilderness.  In Numbers 33:2 it says, “At the Lord’s direction, Moses kept a written record of their progress”.  A spiritual journal can be an effective way of clarifying your thoughts. And, later on, an interesting read and interesting reminder of how God worked and answered your prayers. And a spiritual journal helps you to see how you have progressed in your journey to become more like Jesus. Try it. 
(2) Remember the reward.  In eternity God is going to reward your character development.  The Bible says this “Our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all” (2Cor. 4:17). These hard times are small potatoes compared to the coming good times and the lavish celebration prepared for us. Count the reward. It’s guaranteed!
There is a second surprising way that God works in our lives to make us look more like Jesus. God uses our temptations to teach us to obey.  Now I think it’s important to be real clear about the definition of temptations. Temptations are situations designed by Satan and they’re intended to harm us. God never tempts us to do evil.  Any temptation that comes your way smells of smoke, it’s not from God. The Bible is very clear about that. God never tempts us, but God is able, because of the greatness of His power and who He is, to use Satan’s temptations for good in our lives because temptation always provides a choice.  And when I choose for God rather than choosing for Satan, Satan’s plan is ruined and I start to grow in my life.  Choices are needed to develop character in our lives. Matthew 4:1. “Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil”. Jesus faced temptations and turned them into victories, so can we.

Let me tell you a few important things to remember about temptations. It is not a sin to be tempted.  Jesus never sinned, yet He was tempted. Martin Luther used to say, “You can’t keep the birds from flying over your head, but you can keep them from building a nest in your hair.” 

It is not a sin to be tempted and the Bible says we are all tempted in the same way. Satan would like you to believe that you are the only person struggling with your temptations, but that’s just one of his favorite lies. The truth is, every one of us faces the same temptations.

Temptation is not a sin, everybody struggles with similar temptations, and unfortunately, you will never outgrow temptations. Think of them like this, temptations are stepping stones toward being more like Jesus Christ.  Notice what Jesus did when he was tempted in Matthew 4:10. Jesus said, “Get out of here, Satan. The scriptures say, worship only the Lord God.  Obey only Him’”.  He confronted the temptation.  Here’s the point.  Temptation always tests whether you love God more than the temptation. Obedience, choosing to say, “no” to Satan and “yes” to God, is a matter of love.  It’s not a matter of duty.  The Bible tells us that Jesus said, “If you love Me, obey My command”.

Let me give you a couple of suggestions to help you with the temptations that you face. Keep focused on good thoughts. Phil. 4:8 says, “Fix your thoughts on what is true and good and right”. Once you turn your thoughts from temptation and focus on something positive, good, right, true, those things that God would have us think about, then all of a sudden you’ve pushed out the temptation.  Don’t let yourself get into a spiritual tug-of-war with Satan, he always wins!  Just drop the rope and walk away. 
The second tip is, get a spiritual partner, someone who you trust. The Bible tells us in Eccl. 4:9-10, “You’re better off to have a friend than to be all alone…If you fall, your friend can help you up”.  It doesn’t make sense to fight Satan single-handedly. The Bible tells us that the Apostle Paul, had a lot of spiritual partners, Barnabus and Mark and Apollos and Timothy and Epaphrus and Titus.  All these people that he brought into his life, and one of the reasons he was able to live such a great life of faith is that he wasn’t afraid to have partners who he walked through life with.  If Paul needed them we need them.

God wants to make you like Jesus Christ.  It’s the third purpose that He put you on this planet for.  He wants to build your character now so you can be rewarded in eternity.  This life is not what it’s all about.  This is preparation for eternity.  And so today we’ve looked at two of the ways that God uses.  God uses trouble to teach us to trust, and God uses temptation to teach us to obey. 

The third way God works to make us like Jesus is through trespasses. God uses trespasses to teach us to forgive.  Now what in the world are trespasses?  Well, if trials are situations used by God to draw us closer to Him and temptations are situations designed by the devil to draw us away from Him, from God, then trespasses are situations designed by other people to hurt us. As soon as I said that many of you thought of someone, sometime who had really hurt you. In the Lord’s own Prayer, he says we are to say to God  “forgive us our trespasses (the ways we have hurt others) as we forgive those who have trespassed against us.” 

Now this is the tough one.  It’s one thing to handle trouble and it’s another thing to handle temptation.  But the most difficult tool of all that God uses in our lives to make us like Christ is this one.  And bearing the hurt of other people without retaliation is, without a doubt, the most important and the most difficult step in becoming like Jesus Christ, because it often involves being misunderstood, being criticized, being judged, being hurt physically or emotionally or verbally. A trespass is an abuse.  

Make no mistake, these are not good things.  These are evil things, and God is not the author of evil.  God does not cause these things.  God hates sin.  But He didn’t even protect His own Son from these things.  Even His own Son was misunderstood and hurt and judged and abused, even by the church in which he was raised. All his life, and even at his death. As Jesus hung dying on the cross Matthew 27:39-44 says “The people passing by shook their heads and hurled insults at Jesus…and the elders made fun of Him…Even the bandits who had been crucified with Him insulted him in the same way.”

 And what was His response?  Look at the next verse. “Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive these people, because they don’t know what they are doing’”. In 1 Pet. 2:23 it says this “They called Him every name in the book and He said nothing back.  He suffered in silence, intent to let God set things right”. What did Jesus do?  What was His response to trespasses?  He yielded His right to get even.  The one who could have brought the wrath of heaven down absorbed the hurt.  He put up with the pain.  He responded to evil with good.  That’s what Jesus did.

Let me share with you a true story of just a situation where the people who should have been the most trusted and best friends became a pawn for the devil, but God brought us something good and wonderful out of their trespass.

(A personal testimony from Dee Franklin)
This is only one story, I could tell you several more like it. Now, if you’re going to grow up spiritually and if you’re going to become like Jesus Christ, you’re going to have to learn to do the same thing Jesus did, suffer in silence, ask God to forgive them, and let God set things straight as only God can do. The truth is in life you’re going to be hurt.  This is not heaven.  This is a fallen world.  Everybody sins, even here in the body of Christ.  We hurt each other intentionally and unintentionally. And if you’re going to become like Christ, you have to learn to forgive.

Nobody in his right mind would tell you that this is easy! But let me give you a few tips that should help. (1) Always remember that God has forgiven me.  The Bible says “Forgive others, just as God forgave you because of Christ” (Eph. 4:32).  God will never ask you to forgive anybody more than you’ve already been forgiven by Him.  Number two, (2) remember God is in control.  When you’re being hurt by somebody else they may mean it for pain but God will use it for good in your life. Remember Joseph’s story? When he met his brothers after years of slavery, prison and torture and said to them “You meant to hurt me, but God turned your evil into good to save the lives of many people, which is being done.” (Genesis 50:20).  God cannot be beaten by someone’s evil intent.

God’s third purpose for your life is to make you like Jesus Christ.  And if that’s true, then He’s going to take you through everything Jesus went through.  Why would He exempt you?  That means He’s going to take you through a Gethsemane, (an experience of trouble), where you learn to trust His love.  He’s going to take you through a desert, (an experience of temptation), where you learn to obey Him and do the right thing.  And He’s going to take you to the cross, (a time of trespass), where you learn to forgive.  But there is a promise.  Look at these last verses on your outline.  “We go through exactly what Christ goes through”. Here’s the good news. “But if we go through the hard times with Him, then we’re certainly going to go through the good times with Him.” (Rom. 8:17)

Now, I don’t know what you’re going through these days. But I do know how God wants you to respond to it, regardless of what you’re going through.  It’s the last verse on your outline.  Let’s read it together.  This is this week’s memory verse.  Read it with me.  “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus”  (Phil. 2:5). That has got to be the easiest memory verse yet! But the attitude of Jesus? That is a lifelong quest!

Let’s bow our heads.  

Dear Father, life makes so much more sense when we realize that it’s not about our career, it’s not about our comfort, it’s all about character and becoming like Jesus.  Help us to use life for the reason You gave it to us.  

Now you pray.  Silently say,

Dear God, I want to grow in character.  I want to become who You made me to be.  Thank you for the model of Jesus.  I want to become more like Jesus in the way I think and the way I feel and the way I act.  And if that means taking me through troubled times, then I say, “I want Your will for my life”.  And if that means going through a wilderness of temptation, please give me the strength to make the right choices.  And if that means I must endure the hurts of other people, then teach me to forgive as much as You have forgiven me.

If you’ve never opened your life to Jesus Christ, say, “Jesus, I can’t live like you unless I know you.  So I want to get to know You today.  As much as I know how, I want to ask You to come into my life and heart.  In Your name I pray, Amen.”
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