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“The Choice”

Psalm 81:13-16
November 2, 2008

This coming Tuesday America will elect a new president. Many of us here today have already cast our votes, many of us have not, but will on Tuesday. I may have waited too late to bring you these words, but hopefully not. If you have given any thought to not voting I implore you to forget it and cast your vote. You may not feel that either candidate is a good choice, but one of them will be president. In this election every vote is the deciding vote. We may very well be at a crossroads for our country.

Like most of you, I have several ways of getting from my home to the church. If I take the freeway from North Richland Hills I am immediately faced with a fork in the road and a choice. If I choose the right hand fork I will continue east to Bedford and beyond to Dallas if I want. If I take the left hand fork I will quickly swing south and toward Fort Worth. In typical Texas logic, if I swing right I will end up going left, if I swing left I will end up going right.

On Tuesday we face a fork in the road for America. One choice has the potential to take us down the way that continues our Judeo-Christian practices and could lead to an even stronger Judeo-Christian nation. The other fork has the potential to take us the exact opposite direction and away from fidelity to God’s word. For many years America has been flirting with this direction. On Tuesday we could stop flirting and get serious, or God willing, we could just begin to get ourselves back into sync with God. Psalm 81 encourages us to listen to God and follow His ways and we will be blessed.

As your pastor I have been very reluctant to preach about the election and the issues. Reluctant because I don’t want to in any way be accused of trying to steer your vote. But at the same time I have been concerned that as your pastor it is my duty to show you God’s way in God’s word. Today, right or wrong for me to do this, I am going to share with you what I understand to be God’s truth about several key issues in the presidential campaign.

The person we elect as our president will very likely be able to change the makeup of the Supreme Court while in office. At least two of the currently sitting judges are ready to retire. The president nominates the justices and the legislative body confirms them.

Right now the court is pretty evenly divided between liberal and conservative judges. The one we elect will almost surely be able to swing the balance one way or the other. As it is, right at this moment, the Supreme Court has a powerful ability to make laws that we must obey. A liberal court could make laws, has already made laws, that are contrary to God’s word.  The president’s power to nominate judges, and the power they have, can’t be understated. The president of the United States also has a great deal of persuasive ability in the congress and will influence the path our country follows for the next four to eight years. To say your vote is important - is an understatement.

The other day as I studied the voter’s guide I began to realize just how complex this decision of how to vote is. I really didn’t have any particular feeling about a number of the fourteen issues stated on the voter’s guide. I don’t know if it is a good idea to replace the current tax code with a flat tax. I would love to have all our troops home from Iraq, I pray for peace in Iraq & Afghanistan all the time, but I don’t really know if bringing them home right now is a good idea. Do we need a fence along our southern border? I’m not sure. It doesn’t seem like a Christian way to treat our southern neighbors but I realize that is a much more complicated issue. You see what I mean? And these are just some of the difficult questions our candidates are facing.

As I filled out my voter’s guide I had to make some hard choices. I had to decide where I stood on those very issues and others. But some of those choices were not difficult at all, God’s word clearly shows us how He feels about two critical issues, same-sex unions and abortion. Our presidential candidate’s positions on these biblical issues are clear, and clearly opposite to each other. For Christians the Bible is God’s word on everything. Some things are just clearer than others.

Our Cumberland Presbyterian Confession of Faith starts this way, “God inspired persons of the covenant community to write the scriptures. In and through the scriptures God speaks about creation, sin, judgment, salvation, the church and the growth of believers. The scriptures are the infallible rule of faith and practice, the authoritative guide for Christian living.”  What I am going to do today is show you what God’s word says about same-sex unions and the sanctity of life, and then I am going to share with you what the two candidates for president say about those same issues.

Take your bibles and turn to Genesis 1:27-28 &2:24. 
1:27 So God created man in his own image, 
       in the image of God he created him; 
       male and female he created them. 

 28 God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it.

2: 23 The man said, 
       "This is now bone of my bones 
       and flesh of my flesh; 
       she shall be called 'woman, [j] ' 
       for she was taken out of man." 

 24 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh. 


God took a male and female and blessed their union to be fruitful, to have children. This is God’s pattern for the family, this is God’s blessed lifestyle, there is no other. But when Adam and Eve’s sin forced them out of the Garden of Eden Satan began to corrupt God’s first good work for human-kind, the family. The first dramatic evidence we see of that was when Adam’s son Cain killed his brother Able out of jealousy. But by the nineteenth chapter of Genesis we see just how successful Satan has been at corrupting God’s family. Turn with me to Genesis 19:4-7.

Angels of God arrive at the home of Lot, Abraham’s nephew living in Sodom. They come to warn him that God is going to completely destroy the twin cities of Sodom and Gomorrah for rampant sinfulness.

19: 3b (Lot) prepared a meal for (the angels), baking bread without yeast, and they ate. 4 Before they had gone to bed, all the men from every part of the city of Sodom—both young and old—surrounded the house. 5 They called to Lot, "Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to us so that we can have sex with them." 

 6 Lot went outside to meet them and shut the door behind him 7 and said, "No, my friends. Don't do this wicked thing.”


Now turn with me to Leviticus 18: 1 then 22-25. If you think God isn’t interested in sex, think again. This entire chapter reveals God’s ideas about unhealthy sexual activity.
1 The LORD said to Moses, 2 "Speak to the Israelites and say to them: 'I am the LORD your God. 3 You must not do as they do in Egypt, where you used to live, and you must not do as they do in the land of Canaan, where I am bringing you. Do not follow their practices. 4 You must obey my laws and be careful to follow my decrees. I am the LORD your God. 5 Keep my decrees and laws, for the man who obeys them will live by them. I am the LORD.

22 " 'Do not lie with a man as one lies with a woman; that is detestable. 

 24 " 'Do not defile yourselves in any of these ways, because this is how the nations that I am going to drive out before you became defiled. 25 Even the land was defiled; so I punished it for its sin, and the land vomited out its inhabitants.


Eighteen of these twenty-five verses warn against “detestable” sexual practices. Homosexuality is one of the detestable practices God forbids. Listen to one of the New Testament verses about sexual immorality. From I Corinthians 6:9-10,

 9Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders 10nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 11And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.


If you repent, you are forgiven, but the sin is still a sin not to be embraced as an acceptable alternate life-style. How we feel about homosexuality is irrelevant! God is LORD, His word is the last word.

In 1996 a bipartisan act of the congress established The Defense of Marriage Act. DOMA as it is usually called “defines marriage as a legal union between one man and one woman for purposes of all federal laws, and provides that states need not recognize a marriage from another state if it is between persons of the same sex.” In other words, just because California recognizes same sex marriage as legal that doesn’t mean Texas has to do the same. That may not sound significant but some would argue that the Constitution of the United States, Article IV, section 1 says that states must respect the public acts of other states. If California says you are legally married and you come to live in Texas then Texas must honor your marriage, same sex or not. 

*John McCain supports DOMA and opposes same-sex unions.


*Barack Obama calls for repeal of DOMA and supports same-sex unions.


Now lets turn to the question of abortion. Lets go back to Leviticus 18 again.

18:21 " 'Do not give any of your children to be sacrificed [a] to Molech, for you must not profane the name of your God. I am the LORD.


Pagans regularly sacrificed their children to their pagan gods. To sacrifice a child in the name of any god is a profane, obscene thing to the Lord. Children are a gift from God. To abort is to refuse His blessings.


Jeremiah 32:35 takes this one step further.

32:35 They built high places for Baal in the Valley of Ben Hinnom to sacrifice their sons and daughters [c] to Molech, though I never commanded, nor did it enter my mind, that they should do such a detestable thing and so make Judah (that is all the nation) sin.


To condone abortion of an unborn baby is so detestable to God that it never entered His mind we would do it. A nation that legalizes the killing of unborn babies becomes nationally guilty of child sacrifice. The bible gives us some graphic examples of what happens to a nation guilty before God, and it isn’t pretty.


Psalm 139 talks graphically about unborn children.

1 O LORD, you have searched me 
       and you know me.

13 For you created my inmost being; 
       you knit me together in my mother's womb. 

 14 I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; 
       your works are wonderful, 
       I know that full well. 

 15 My frame was not hidden from you 
       when I was made in the secret place. 
       When I was woven together in the depths of the earth, 

 16 your eyes saw my unformed body. 
       All the days ordained for me 
       were written in your book 
       before one of them came to be. 


Every child aborted had a God given chance to be happy and give special meaning to our broken world. God had a plan for those child. Abortion sacrifices not only God’s child but God’s plans. And if that isn’t enough listen to Jesus:

 40"The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.'



Barack Obama wrote: "I have consistently advocated for reproductive choice and will make preserving women's rights under Roe v. Wade a priority as President.  I oppose any constitutional amendment to overturn the Supreme Court's ruling in this case.”

Barack Obama favors allowing partial birth abortion. Do you know what that is? I cannot describe that procedure from this pulpit. Look it up yourself but be prepared for a shock.


Barack Obama says he doesn’t have the “pay grade” to be able to judge when life begins, even though the bible he says he follows is perfectly clear. The bible even gives you and me the “pay grade”.


John McCain supports a constitutional amendment or federal law banning abortion, with exceptions for rape, incest and the life of the pregnant woman.


John McCain opposes partial birth abortion.



John McCain stated that life begins at conception just as God’s word says it does.


You see how important your vote really is? We are about to elect a leader who will show the world two possible roads. One choice will say to the world we are as pagan as they think we are. That choice will give the radical Islamist another excuse to exterminate us. The other choice will show the world that our Christian values are as strong as ever. I know those two issues are not the only issues in the campaign of course. But those two issues are blatantly biblical. Your one vote could make all the difference. Vote! Give up whatever you have to but vote. Voting is your God given right. Vote your faith. I’m not a Republican. I’m not a Democrat. I’m a Christian first and foremost and my Bible is my guide. Amen.
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