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“Peculiar Treasures”

#6, “You and Me, Don’t You See?”

Matthew 6:34
September 14, 2008

This “Therefore” that we just read is Jesus’ summary statement about our day to day attitudes about life. In the previous verses, beginning with verse 19, Jesus has been trying to get us to see how to balance our lives so that we give the most emphasis to the most important things. The very fact that Jesus had to give this emphasis tells me that most of us tend to get on the wrong track, focus on the wrong things, and miss the joy God intended for this short life.

In the fifteen verses preceding the one we have as our focus Jesus says we treasure the wrong things and worry unnecessarily. We tend to consider things treasures that can’t last, and spend most of our lives worrying about things that won’t last. We are God’s treasures, but we are certainly peculiar treasures indeed.

Jesus says, “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.” Jesus warns us that earthly treasures are at their best very temporary and if we spend our brief life accumulating earthly treasures we will have wasted much of our short time here focusing on things that don’t ultimately matter.


We all know what earthly treasures are This past Saturday the Christian Life Center was choked with cast off treasures. What comes to your mind when you see the word “treasure”? A chest of gold coins? Stacks of one hundred dollar bills? Precious things? Or maybe your treasure is recognition and status in the eyes of your peers, or being “the most popular” at school. Treasures come in many forms.


But by “treasure” I think Jesus means anything we treasure, anything we hold dear and spend a good deal of time adding to or conserving. Treasure could be money, and almost surely is in this reading because Jesus refers to money in verse twenty-four. But treasure could be all kinds of things. When I was in college, the first time, I had a girlfriend who treasured shoes. She had dozens of pairs of shoes. She had a closet dedicated to her shoe collection. She had pairs and pairs of shoes she had never worn, still in the boxes with the protective tissue. When she proudly showed me her shoe collection, I immediately checked her off the prospective life mate list. At the time I figured one pair of dress shoes and one pair of tennis shoes was all a person needed. I know better now, but dozens of pairs of shoes, most which have never been worn, seems a little too peculiar to me. (I hope I am not stepping on anyone’s toes here, but hopefully you are not wearing your open toed sandals today.) Shoes wear out! Unless of course you don’t wear them.

But the point that Jesus is trying to make here is there are things worth treasuring and things that are not. We don’t want to treasure the wrong things and get to heaven to discover that we are dirt poor when all along we thought we were rich. That reminds me of a verse from Revelation, Revelation 3:17, “You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.’ But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked.” Jesus is talking about people who have stored up perishable treasures, but in heaven’s eyes are paupers. They treasured the wrong things.

Let me tell you another dog story. (It is great having a tail wagging walking illustration!) We rarely give our dog Gypsy a real bone but she dearly loves a nice juicy beef knuckle bone. Give her one and she becomes almost paranoid about loosing it. She will run from me if I get too close. She normally can’t be suckered into going outside during the hot summer, but she will take that bone out into the hot sun in the back yard to keep it safe from me. And when her jaws finally get tired from chewing on that bone she buries it somewhere, and then later, when it has gotten nice and ripe, digs it up again to munch on some more. She treats that bone like it was her most precious treasure. But she is a dog, she doesn’t know any better.

Now someone might be thinking, “It is well and good for Jesus to encourage us to not to store up earthly treasures and not let things worry us, He didn’t have the responsibilities I have, money and things aren’t very important if you don’t have them. He didn’t own a home, have a wife and kids, he didn’t have financial obligations.”


I don’t think that is completely true. Jesus was legally the first born son of Joseph and as such the rightful heir to Joseph’s business, financial resources and home. Jesus never had a wife, but he did have a mother and several siblings at home. As the first born they were His responsibility. The Gospels don’t say a word about Joseph after the incident during the Feast of the Passover. Most biblical scholars believe Joseph was dead by the time Jesus began his ministry, which would make sense. The life expectancy of a man in New Testament times was probably no more than forty-five or fifty years. Jesus, as the oldest son of Joseph had full responsibility for His mother and siblings, the family home and whatever business they had. Jesus knew the same pressures to accumulate and take care of treasures as we know. So why in the world does Jesus minimize the importance of the very things we believe are critical to our well being?

First, let’s put this teaching in proper perspective. Jesus often used hyperbole in order to make His point and get our attention. Jesus knew full well that we have physical and emotional needs as long as we are in these bodies. Money is necessary for survival in any age. We will need money to provide for ourselves and our families. We will need things and we will need emotional and intellectual confirmation that we are being good providers. All these things are normal needs for every human being. The key to this verse is the repeated phrase, “store up”. Jesus is telling us to use what God has given us here and now to better our lives and the lives of others, don’t store it up. But if you are going to store something up make it something that will have eternal value. That can’t be the things we normally think of as treasures. So, Jesus isn’t telling us that earthly treasures are bad. He is reminding us that earthly treasures are temporary and not worth too great a focus.

Regardless of what your earthly treasure is, that treasure is subject to two earthly problems. If you can hold on to it long enough it will decay, it will just break down, it will go away all by itself. But you may never see that because there is always someone trying to take your treasure from you.


Just last week I discovered my front storm door wouldn’t close anymore. It is now at least a quarter of an inch too wide for the opening. My foundation is trying to move next door. And speaking of next door, just last week my neighbor had to completely re-run his plumbing because his foundation had broken his water pipes. This morning as I left the house I noticed some white paint chips on the front steps, looked up and found the porch ceiling beginning to peel. I just replaced the brakes on my truck and a motor on my air-conditioning, and fillings in my teeth. I feel like Chicken Little, my sky is falling! But then that is what physical “skies” do. Jesus wants us to understand that these physical things are all temporary and not worth too much attention.

On the other hand, there are a lot of people in this world who so value your things that they are just looking for a way to get some of it from you. Last week, for no justifiable reason, my auto insurance went up. I am protesting but it probably won’t do any good. They want more of my money. Four months ago someone passed a bad check on my bank account and got by with it. (Tried it twice but didn’t succeed the second time.) Last week someone broke into the church looking for money. All they got was my kid’s candy money. (We don’t keep cash here during the week.) There is always someone trying to steal our treasures.

 Jesus wants our lives to be fruitful and blessed by our Father in Heaven. Jesus is telling us God’s way to live. Take what God has given you, use it to better yourself and your family and share it with others, don’t hoard it. These earthly treasures were given to be shared. Jesus said, “from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.” (Luke 12:48b) And don’t let your treasures be a burden to you. Don’t worry about them. Enjoy them, share them, hold them lightly because one way or the other they are going to leave you. Live God’s way. It is only by believing that living God’s way, listening to God’s wisdom, allowing ourselves to be challenged in this area of our appetites that we will receive God’s blessings. Living God’s way is in our best self-interest. Living God’s way won’t prevent the deterioration of worldly things but it will give us peace about them.

Jesus also had an eternal perspective on everything. No one before Jesus understood ETERNITY like Jesus. He came from Heaven. He was there at the beginning, has witnessed all of creation and history and knows the end of history. He understands that this physical life each of us live is but a blink in time. Eternal life isn’t in the time continuum at all. There are no clocks in heaven! There is no sun to mark the passing days. The glory of God lights Heaven. Life is limited, heaven is forever! Jesus says if we are going to store up things then make them things that will last, eternal things.

What are eternal things? Well, eternal things can’t be physical things like money or authority or popularity or a new car. Those are all temporal things, here today and gone tomorrow. Eternal things are things we can take with us into eternity. Eternal things are spiritual things vs. physical things. Eternal things are things that make us a better human being here and now and into eternity. Lets see, eternal things…..

How about character development? You are an eternal being saved by God’s grace through your faith in Jesus, earth bound for now but already booked for Heaven, so what can you do now to make sure that when you arrive in Heaven your time spent here will look good on your resume?  Much of the Sermon on the Mount, from which today’s reading is taken, is about earthly relationships so how we live here is important to God.


Why not work at being kinder. Deliberately begin to develop a kinder response to the people around you. Be more patient with people. Try to take a positive attitude toward others. Fight against the temptation to be Mr. Negative, or Mrs. Hum Bug. Work at being kinder when you drive or stand in line or meet people.


Why not increase your prayers for others. Pray especially for people you don’t understand or don’t understand you, or people you don’t trust, or people you don’t particularly like. Pray for them. You will discover that you can’t pray for people and dislike them at the same time. You will also find that your prayers will change both of you in a good way.

Jesus said “don’t worry about tomorrow” because He wanted us to let God take care of tomorrow, to trust Him more. Daily trusting in God’s goodness is a heavenly treasure with earthly benefits. One day at a time trusting God to help you manage even that one day.


Work harder at being graciously honest in all things, including your word.  Practice keeping your promises, reinforcing your reputation as a person who can be trusted and counted on.

Share your love for Jesus! Use words if you have to, but let Him shine through you. Wouldn’t it be wonderful to be the one who helped someone lost find their home in heaven! What a treasure!


Invest your life in your marriage, in your children and grandchildren, and even great-grandchildren. These people look to you to be their example. Love them with the same kind of sacrificial love Jesus has for them and for you.


There are so many things we can do to store up treasures in Heaven. Let me close by taking us back to Jesus’ emphasis on our money. Money can be such a blessing, but it can just as easily become a curse. You can begin to serve money instead of it serving you. We are all in a financially difficult time and it could get worse. What better time to offer your purse to God’s care? Give what you can when He invites you to give. A spiritually mature person trusts God in the bountiful times and doubly trusts God in the lean times. In fact, the lean times prove our spiritual maturity, especially with money.

Sometimes we can be peculiar about what we value and how much we trust God. And yet He continues to love us, peculiar treasures that we are. Lets love Him back by the way we live out our time away from home. Amen.

