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Peculiar Treasures

#5 “The Alabaster Offering”

Luke 7:36-50
September 7, 2008

A man called the church one day and asked the church secretary if he could speak to “the Head Hog at the Trough”. The secretary said, “Who?” The man replied, “I want to speak to the Head Hog at the Trough!” Sure now that she had heard correctly, the secretary said, “Sir, if you mean our pastor, you will have to treat him with a little more respect, you may call him ‘reverend’ or ‘pastor’ but you certainly can’t call him the ‘Head Hog at the Trough’!” 

At this the man came back, “Oh, I see. Well I just wanted to donate $10,000 to the building fund.” To which the secretary responded, “Hold the phone, I think the Big Pig just walked in the door.” Sometimes we have to sacrifice in order to gain.

Our story today finds Jesus dining with…well I can’t call him a “Big Pig”, (that would be completely inappropriate for a Jew wouldn’t it), Jesus was dining with an important religious person, a Pharisee. 

Have you ever been invited to dinner or to a meeting only to discover the person invited you simply out of curiosity, or maybe an opportunity to quiz you or sell you something? I had that happen to me one time. I knew something wasn’t right when my host didn’t act like a host but acted more like an Amway convention delegate. I felt obligated to stay, caught in an uncomfortable situation, but I also felt betrayed. I think that was how Jesus might have felt at this dinner with the Pharisee. His first hint that this was something more than a gracious dinner was when his host failed to extend the basic courtesy of water to wash his dusty feet, much less a servant to do the washing. (That would be somewhat like you and I failing to take a guest’s coat and hat or refusing them access to our bathroom.)

So there they are reclining at the table sharing a meal and conversation when “a woman who had lived a sinful life in that town” came in. (There are two stories of women anointing Jesus feet with perfume, one was Mary, Martha’s sister in John 12, and this woman identified only as one known as “a sinner” whose story is found in the Synoptic Gospels.)

I have titled my sermon “Alabaster Offering” because of the alabaster jar she kept her perfume in, but actually this woman’s offering to Jesus was considerably greater than the expensive perfume she used to anoint Jesus. Consider;

Her first sacrifice, and maybe her most difficult sacrifice was her pride. She came uninvited into the home of a person who was about as unlike her as you can imagine. This woman was known in the town for her sinful life. This story doesn’t give us specifics about her sins, but in this town when her name is mentioned it is usually for some socially distasteful reason. This Pharisee knew her and her reputation. She so wanted to see Jesus that she swallowed her pride, put aside her disgust for this self-righteous person and came right into his home, to the dinner party with whatever other guests were there, to see Jesus. Overcoming pride can be a sacrificial gift.

We all have pride and sometimes our pride keeps us from doing something God’s spirit is encouraging us to do. I accepted Jesus as Lord of my life a long, long time ago, but even today I remember how difficult it was to take that first step out of my pew and into the aisle in response to the invitation. My pride kept me glued to the pew. Many people are reluctant to take the step to join a church because they have to do it publicly. Every once in a while I will have someone ask if they can join by letter and not publicly. Only once have I agreed and that person was bed ridden. That first step is the hardest. Call it fear, call it shyness, call it pride, whatever keeps us from stepping out for Jesus has to be sacrificed.

What really counted for this sinful woman was that she repented, she sacrificed her way of life, her sinful habits, everything that she was known for, she sacrificed them all as she wept and used those salty tears to clean Jesus’ dusty feet. Repentance is turning from a way of life that is contrary to God’s wishes to a way that is obedience. We don’t know what brought this woman to this place in her life, why she wanted to change now. But each of us has found ourselves at a similar crossroad of life making the decision to no longer walk the way we have been. That crossroad can be something as simple as our eating and exercise habits to as tragic as marital infidelity or drug abuse. Repentance is admitting the wrongness of our ways, truly being sorry, and deciding to live God’s way. Repentance is always a difficult sacrifice, even with little things. How many of you smokers have decided to quit because you know tobacco is hurting you but found quitting too difficult, the sacrifice too great? How many of you finally admitted the truth that your eating habits were making you unhappy about how you felt and looked, went on a diet, and found the sacrifice too difficult to maintain? How many of you have come to the place in your life where you can hear the still small voice of God telling you it is time to change and you are struggling with that decision? Change, repentance, doing a better thing can be a difficult sacrifice, but she did it, and you can too.

When pride is put aside, when repentance, (turning away from) becomes our focus, then it is natural for us to want to say “thank you” in some way besides a changed life. Surely God is happiest with the gift of a changed life, but everywhere in the Bible when a person has repented, treasures were given. It is almost as if giving out of our treasure is confirmation of our changed way. This woman took her treasure of precious perfume and liberally poured it out on her Savior’s feet. True repentance always includes a tangible gift.

This made me wonder if the amount of our treasures we give to God are one way of measuring our appreciation for what God has done for us in His Son Jesus. I think it may be! Aside from our families and our health what is most important to us? Our financial security, money! In several places Jesus pointed out how the way we use our money reveals the direction of our love, turned inward or turned outward. Tithing is a real sacrifice, but it is a blessing too.

What caused this sinful woman to make these difficult sacrifices? Jesus said in verse 47 “she loved much” and because of that love “her sins have been forgiven”. Somehow this woman had come to believe that Jesus could and would forgive her for her past. She came to him expressing both her sorrow for her sins and love for his forgiveness, and her faith and His grace saved her.

For the most part, we don’t live in a world that exercises grace do we? If you are late returning a rental you can expect no grace. If you are late making a payment you won’t find grace on your next statement. Receive a moving violation and your insurance company won’t know the word grace. And if you have a credit card with a really low rate, for goodness sake don’t pay one day late or you will find your low rate out the gate. No grace! Been there, done that!


God’s grace is unconditional! Screw up and He will still love you. How do you show your gratitude for God’s grace? The treasure you bring is a sign of your love. Amen.
