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In 2 Corinthians 3:18 Paul writes, “We all … beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image” (NKJV)  “beholding as in a mirror?” What did Paul mean? A mirror is a reflector designed to show us something we might not ordinarily see. Our automobile mirrors help us to see the cars behind and beside us. A mirror helps us see so that we can improve our image. One of the first things I do every morning is look in the bathroom mirror. I don’t dwell there because what I see first thing in the morning is a little disappointing. But as I shower and shave and brush my teeth and comb my hair the image I see becomes a little more acceptable. I think what Paul is writing is that when Christ Jesus comes into our lives we begin to reflect, as a mirror reflects, His glory and each day we walk with the Lord His glory improves who we are.

The Word of God is like a mirror in that it has the ability to show us who we are. The image it shows us is sometimes like the image I see in the bathroom mirror first thing in the morning, not too comforting. But the image that the Bible shows us can also be very complimentary. The Bible isn’t God’s whipping book but His love letter to each of us. The letter is always a love letter. Sometimes God’s Word can be lovingly blunt about who we are. James was prone to be to the point, even a little in your face, Jesus and Paul could be too. But never once do the writers of the Bible deliberately write to hurt us. Their honesty is written in the hope of helping us be better children of God. Often God’s word is very comforting and encouraging like a love letter from a trusted good friend.


The Bible can be a most effective mirror through the stories of people. In them and their exploits we can often see ourselves. In fact a Bible story is just a nice moral story until you and I begin to wonder how we would measure up in similar circumstances. That is why reading the many people stories in the Bible is so valuable, they give us the chance to think about how we might be like them, to reflect on our own lives. God’s word clearly tells us how we are to live, people stories of the Bible show us how people like us did live and the results.

The really nice thing about the Bible is that the people whose stories are told there are not glorified characters, none of them are like Superman, everyone one of them has their weaknesses and strengths, but they are all treasured by God. In one way or another the kings and beggars, servants and soldiers of the Bible are a lot like us, they are God’s peculiar treasures, and that is why their lives are valuable for us to study. We are God’s peculiar treasures too and through their stories we can discover things about ourselves that will help us to be better treasures.


In this series of sermons about God’s peculiar treasures I am deliberately trying to pick out people with whom we are not all that familiar, slightly hidden treasures. Today we look at Abigail. Abigail’s story is found in I Samuel 25. To save time we won’t read the entire chapter. I will give us a running start with my paraphrase of the opening verses of the story.

King Saul and his army are after David and his army. David is doing everything he can to avoid a direct conflict with Israel’s king. David takes his army into the desert of Maon in the region of Carmel. A very wealthy man by the name of Nabal lived in that region herding thousands of goats and sheep. David and his army became for Nabal’s shepherds their version of Brinks Security service. Nobody would think of trying to steal one of Nabal’s flock while David’s army was nearby. During the sheering season David sends ten of his men to ask Nabal for a donation to help feed his army. Nabal, whose very name means “fool” was known to be “surly and mean in his dealings” with other. He lived up to his reputation. To David’s ambassadors he slandered David’s good name and flatly refused to give them anything.
When David’s men returned empty handed and reported what Nabal had said David lost his cool, gathered up about two thirds of his army and set out to set things straight. People didn’t insult David and get by with it.

Now Nabal may have been a surly fool but his servants weren’t. They suspected what he had done was going to cost Nabal dearly and probably them too. And so they chose one of their more favored members to go talk to Nabal’s wife Abigail. We will begin our reading with I Samuel 25:14. Notice if you will that this servant had a comfortable working relationship with his master’s wife. His words to her reflect what must have been a mutual respect between them.
I Samuel 25:14-35

On hearing what her husband had done “Abigail lost no time.” She immediately pulled together a very generous load of supplies and sent them with her servants to David.

Now, let’s pause in the story for a moment because this is something we don’t want to miss. Sometimes it is a good idea to do nothing and wait for a problem to sort itself out. Sometimes a problem is like a match, it flares and then if left alone it runs out of kindling and dies on its own. If on the other hand you blow on a flame and give it a little more kindling you might end up with a forest fire. Sometimes it is best to just let a problem burn itself out. But when it comes to personal insults that flame can seem to have an unending fuel source.  The wisest thing we can do in that situation is our best to put the fire out, to be proactive. Waiting is rarely a good idea when a person has been offended. That is why Abigail wasted no time in responding. She was trying to put out the fire. You and I have to use good judgment to know when to wait and when to act. It is always more tempting to do nothing, but that can be a disastrous choice.

Abigail chose to act quickly, “But she did not tell her husband Nabal.”  What are we to make of that note? In light of the scripture verse from Ephesians 5 for wives to “submit to your husbands” her actions could be considered unbiblical. She considered the problem, decided on a course of action that was directly opposed to her husband’s wishes, implemented her plan, without permission. And guess what, God rewarded her for her wisdom. Her husband had proven to be a wicked, hard headed fool. Abigail did what had to be done to save her family. The verse from Ephesians assumes the husband is a good Christian man doing his best for his family. Sometimes a Christian wife can’t be submissive and remain faithful to her Christian values or the safety of her family.

But notice that she didn’t go along with the supplies, but followed later. The bible doesn’t say why but I bet you ladies know why. Let me do a guy guess; Abigail knew an impersonal act of contrition wouldn’t be enough to sooth David’s wounded pride, she had to make a personal appearance. The work of directing pulling together the supplies had gotten her all sweaty. She took the time to bathe and have her hair fixed. I’d be willing to bet anything that when she finally left her home she looked and smelled like a million dollars. The bible doesn’t say any of that of course, but it does say “She was an intelligent and beautiful woman.” 

Now ladies I don’t want to make too much of this, but it seems to me that God has given you a wonderful gift of persuasion in your beautiful feminine ways. When that beauty is combined with intelligence it becomes a combination hard for a man to ignore. And I am not thinking specifically about physical beauty. Not all of us are born physically beautiful or handsome. But each of us has within us the ability to be beautiful in our person. Age has nothing to do with that beauty. Physical attractiveness has nothing to do with that beauty either. Some of the most beautiful women I have known were not physically attractive, but who they were, their grace, their humor, their love of life and others made them shine in the dark. They were beautiful inside. That is a gift God has given us all, some of us cultivate that gift, some of us don’t. Not to use those gifts seems foolish to me.

Back to Abigail’s story! Abigail goes to meet David riding on a donkey. In her day owning a donkey was a luxury. We might think of that donkey as her luxury transportation, her Cady. When David sees her coming he immediately knows she is a person of importance. But when she sees David, and knows he has seen her, she quickly gets off the donkey and bows down before him, the Bible says, “with her face to the ground, at his feet”.


Authority and power is a wonderful gift from God that can be used for great good and influence. But that same authority and power can become a liability if the person who has it doesn’t also have a gentle, humble spirit. A powerful person can force their way and become successful, but they can also make enemies. (See Nabal!) A powerful but humble person will win people to their way and make valuable allies.


Abigail knew using her authority and power against David would be a mistake. She wanted him to know she had the authority and power but valued his favor even more. Her first words to David were “My lord” and she repeatedly sprinkled her words with that address of honor. She wanted David to know that she considered him her better and felt completely at his mercy. She wasn’t there to argue with him but to apologize in the hope he would relent and spare her people.

Abigail also knew that David had been offended by her husband and that offense could not be overlooked by David. No excuse would stop him from setting things straight. So she didn’t try to excuse him, she admitted he was a wicked man and a fool. But notice that she did offer an oblique excuse; David’s men came to the wrong person. “I did not see the men my master sent.” Evidently Abigail had the authority to grant gifts to David’s army. If they had come to the right person she would have given them what they needed. Nabal was at fault but so were David’s men. Her argument? Nobody’s perfect.

Then look what she does, she assumes David is not going to kill anyone and she gives God the credit and David the benefit. “Now the Lord has kept you, my master, from bloodshed” (v. 26) and guilt. There stands David and four hundred of his men armed to the teeth and she acts like he has already changed his mind. She is assuming a positive response from David. She has given her gifts, humbled herself, admitted Nabal’s foolishness, praised David’s mission and future and now focuses on the result she hopes for.


Don’t you find it difficult to remain negative when someone you respect is being positive? Of course! Abigail had established David’s respect for her and her reliance on his grace, and was now talking as if God had used His servant Abigail to prevent David from a sin. Please notice too that in this paragraph it becomes obvious that Abigail was knowledgeable about David and his struggle with King Saul.


What’s the lesson? Of course, as much as possible know your adversary. Know what they are struggling with. Know what might be making your problem with them worse, and then let them know you know and are on their side, and assume they will do the good thing, the Godly thing.

Well, once again our time is up. There is so much more we could learn from Abigail’s story. Why don’t you read it for yourself and see what God has for you. This story has an interesting ending! God is good! God loves you whether you are a Nabal or an Abigail. God wants to help you be a better child of His. Amen.
