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“Renewal, God’s Word for a Fresh Start”
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If you and I really love the Lord like we say we do we will rededicate our lives to living as He wants us to live. Now by rededicate I don’t necessarily mean what you might think. A lot of us come out of worship traditions where rededication was that thing we did on some Sundays in front of the whole congregation. When I was a young man the tradition I was a part of expected me to at least yearly come down front at the end of a worship and publicly rededicate my life to the Lord. There is absolutely nothing wrong with that. Sometimes we feel so convicted by God’s word that we want to publicly declare our rededication. But rededication (or renewal) is not really a public act as much as it is a private agreement between you and your God. Renewal or rededication is a lot like prayer, we shouldn’t be encouraged to do it for show. (The advantage of a public renewal of our vows is that it encourages others to do the same. But ultimately how you live out your love for God is a very personal thing between you and God.)


Every Christian will go through occasional rededication, some of us more frequently than others. As sinners saved by God’s grace and living in a sin filled world we are constantly under pressure to deviate from our love and commitment to God. All the major players in the bible struggled with consistent commitment to God’s call and had numerous times of renewal. So, renewal isn’t an oddity of life or even a confession of a shortcoming as much as it is a sign of our love for God.

Renewal can have many forms. Since I have been at St. Timothy I’ve conducted several marriage renewals. It is a wonderful thing to hear a couple who had been married thirty years reaffirm their love and commitment to each other. I have to regularly renew my commitment to daily devotionals and prayer. (It is way too easy to let other things displace my time with God.) Renewal is a human way of expressing how valuable a relationship is to us. God never has to renew His love for us, it never wanes, is always as fresh and strong as it always was. But we humans do.

Jesus says in Matthew 7 that the proof of our love for Him is how faithfully we do God’s will, because He only did God’s will. The first step of renewal we have to take is personal renewal to do God’s will. Nothing else can be renewed until we renew that primary commitment.

After we have renewed our personal commitment to God we then must renew our relationships with each other. Jesus said that there is nothing more important than our love for God and love for each other. In Galatians 5 Paul says all the commandments of God can be condensed down to “Love your neighbor as yourself”. Personal renewal is a critical first step in renewing our commitment to God but it must be followed by an attempt to renew our relationships with others, to bring forgiveness and peace with others. That is the proof of our sincerity to God.


Today I want to take renewal the next logical step, renewing our commitment to our God given mission. Our reading from I Peter tells us that since we are God’s chosen people our appropriate response to His love is “declaring His praise” to the world. It is our mission in life and “declaring” takes many different forms. Let me give you a few examples of missions that declare His glory to clarify what I am thinking about. Pastor Tom Condon has a God given mission to teach God’s word to his Sunday school class and has been doing it for many years. Helen Walts has a God given mission to deliver cookies to first time visitors and flowers to our families who need bright encouragement. Carrie Neidig (not even an official member of St. Timothy) has responded to God’s call to edit and publish our monthly newsletter. Another non-member, Mike Stell, has served his Lord as an usher at St. Timothy for years. Pat and Suzanne Keeney are following God’s call to provide sandwiches to the Presbyterian Night Shelter. Many of you live out your love for God in the way you treat your customers or your fellow workers. I could tell you a dozen more but you get the idea. A mission is a commitment of love for God with boots on.


Every Christian has a God given mission. And every once in a while we need to renew, refresh, recommit ourselves to our mission. Every Christian has a God given mission, some way God has provided for you to live out your love for Him in this world. God never saves us and then leaves us useless! Never! I also know that some of you have made no mission commitment to the Lord at all. It may be that no one ever told you God wants to use you to make this world a little better and glorify Him, but He does, and you should. Let me tell you why it is important to be active in your God given mission.

When God created us and then saved us He had in mind a purpose for us, a mission. You might think of your mission as your “kingdom assignment”. Every one of you is important in God’s plan to make this world a little better place to live. Not one of us is saved to be a pew paper weight. Our God given mission transforms us into valuable servants of our God and gives our lives meaning that touches our families and reaches far beyond them. Everyone one of us here today wants our lives to have meaning and purpose, God wants that too, and that is one reason He gives us a mission. I Peter 4:10 says, “Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms.” We help God bring some peace and hope into this world.

In addition, when we begin to do what God wants us to do we discover that our kingdom assignment has a way of drawing us closer to the love of the Father. That makes perfect sense doesn’t it? Obedience enhances relationship and the closer our relationship with the Father the happier we will be. (I don’t mean that service to God and God’s world will guarantee you health or wealth or anything of the sort. In fact Philippians 1:29 says “it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe on Him,(and enjoy that relationship), but also to suffer for Him..”) But don’t let that potential for suffering keep you from your mission. The joy of serving God is so much greater than any suffering you might have to experience that the sacrifice seems inconsequential. We all have times of suffering, serving God or not. And of course, you never ever suffer alone, God is always right there with you.
 
Mission is about spreading the Good News of God’s love found in Jesus Christ. Our first calling by God is to spread the Good News. For some of you here “spreading the Good News” translates “evangelism”, and spreading the Good News is evangelism. But there are many kinds of Good News spreading. Once again listen to what Peter has to say in verse 12: “Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day He visits us”. 

What Peter is saying is that out there in the world where you go to school or work or even play you will interact with people who do not have a relationship with God and might criticize you for having one. Don’t worry about it, just keep on living like you know God wants you to live, doing the things you know that please God, and let God take care of the “pagans”. Even those who don’t believe in God can’t argue with the good things you are doing, and who knows, they might one day be evangelized by your good works. Stranger things have happened!

Lets do a reality check, or at least what I and many other Christian leaders perceive as reality. America was born as a Christian nation but is fast becoming a post-Christian nation, many would say already is post-Christian. Our society was once dominated by the Christian perspective but that has been changing for a long time. You know what I am thinking about, how our society has changed, our rules have changed, our social values have changed. America has been pulling away from Christian values for decades. There may be a lot of reasons that is happening but one of the main reasons is that Christianity doesn’t seem to make any difference in our day to day lives. We live just like our pagan neighbors. Many of them tried Christianity, couldn’t see that it made any difference in their lives, and now don’t feel they need it any longer. Salvation isn’t just about eternal life. Salvation is also about life here and now. The early Christian church was very much into helping people. If living with Christ doesn’t make any difference now, it is easy to see why people might walk away from Christianity. These are the people who are raising children out of the church and those children are growing up  having no Christian perspective much less a belief in God or an after life. Those children will be much harder to reach than their parents. So here is another reason it is important that we Christians renew our mission. If how we live shows people a better way to live, as Peter pointed out, they will see our good deeds and in their own way glorify God. We have the potential to turn our whole nation around but any change we might make is contingent on our willingness to DO Christ’s work among the people, to be missionaries.

The Bible is really a book about mission, God’s mission to His lost children. We are people of the bible so it is appropriate that we think of ourselves as missionaries. We need to cultivate the mindset of a missionary. What is the mindset of a missionary?


Missionaries absolutely love the Lord and want to be His obedient servants sharing His love with others through the things they can do. Missionaries are trying to make other’s lives a little better in whatever way they can.

Missionaries love the place or people or community or even nation where they feel God has drawn them. That could be New York City; Cali, Colombia; Bedford, Texas or Uganda, South Africa. Anywhere is God’s mission field for somebody. A mission to Winn Dixie is just as valid as a mission to Africa.

Rick Warren says, (in classic Californian), a missionary “surfs the wave God gives them”. I think that assumes that a missionary mindset is always looking for God’s wave. (Not my wave but what God is sending my way. We don’t create our own wave, we ride God’s wave.) Henry Blackaby in Experiencing God says we should be looking around for what God is doing and join Him.

If we are not feeling led by God to be foreign missionaries then it seems to me that we should be asking ourselves what God is doing around us. What is God doing that I could be of help?

All Christians are called to be missionaries. A missionary is simply a person who is trying to live out their faith before others. The way we be missionaries varies widely. I think if we were to ask God what He wants us to do He might say “Live as servants of Me, do something, don’t just sit there!”  What He has said is “faith without deeds is useless”. Find yourself a place of service and get to work. It isn’t permanent, you can change anytime you feel God’s leading. Amen.
