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“Renewal, God’s Word for a Fresh Start”

(#2 of 4 Relational renewal, right with others)

Matthew 7:21-23 & Galatians 5:13-15
July 20, 2008

Last week I began this series on renewal. All of us would like to see America’s love for God renewed. We would love to see our church renewed in our commitment to the Lord. All of us need renewal, some of us more frequently than others. I need daily renewal!

The renewal I am thinking about is of course spiritual renewal. Getting myself focused tighter on God’s will for me. (I could use a little physical renewal too but that’s another subject.) I began last week by pointing out that renewal has to start with you and me. We can’t renew our relationships or our purpose in life or our society until we renew ourselves first. We might wonder why we should be concerned about renewing our spiritual lives. After all, we are saved by God’s grace and His grace alone when we place our faith in Jesus, His Son. We are in! --- Yes we are, but I don’t think we should be too cocky about our eternal position. Let me tell you why, but first a story.

I used to travel by air a lot in my former profession as a retail store planner. Most Mondays, and sometimes several times a week, I would board a plane for some city to spend a day or two working then return home. I got on and off a lot of planes in those days. But in all those travels only once did I get on the wrong plane and end up in the wrong city. It was my fault. I wasn’t paying close attention to the boarding announcement and ended up somewhere far from where I was supposed to be. It was the boarding agent’s fault too, they were not supposed to let people on the wrong plane. The airline was Braniff, they were the guys that didn’t have plain planes, but jazzy planes. They are out of business! That’ll teach em to be so careless as to let a dummy like me get a free flight to Boston and back.

Maybe you have never had a dream where you got on the wrong train or bus or plane and were swept away to a place you didn’t want to go, but I have and did. But we certainly do not want that to happen to us when we think about our journey into eternal life. The trip to Boston turned out to be for me an inconvenient round trip but our eternal destination isn’t going to be a round trip, it is going to be one way. We certainly want to be going the right way. Renewal is about confirming our way our way to heaven.

The reading from Matthew I chose for today comes out of a  section of Matthew that begins with chapter 5 and goes through chapter 7. These are the teachings of Jesus we call “The Sermon on the Mount”. This is Matthew’s condensed version of the teachings of God’s Son, not all the Lord’s teachings but many of them. Listen to how the Lord ends this section as you think about the nightmare of getting on the wrong plane. This is Jesus’ boarding announcement.

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven,” (whoa! Does that mean calling Jesus “Lord” doesn’t necessarily guarantee He is our Lord? Evidently.)  “but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.” (Doing God’s will is evidence of God’s Lordship. The proof is in how we live.) “Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?’ Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’” Now if that doesn’t trouble you it should because Jesus is talking to church people about themselves. He is talking to us about us. He is talking to me about me. We can say we are Christian, we can do Christian things, but if we don’t do “the Father’s will” then it’s just talk and we don’t really belong to Jesus at all. He did the Father’s will and only the Father’s will, if we follow Jesus we must do the Father’s will too.


Knowing the Father’s will isn’t hard at all. Doing the Father’s will demands from us consistent commitment. And, thank our Father in Heaven, He is patient with us, loving us to a depth we can’t begin to understand. He never gives up on us when we are trying.

Jesus has just spent three chapters of Matthew teaching about what it means to be sons and daughters of God, how we should live, the Father’s will for us. You might think of this section of Matthew as the Ten Commandments of the New Testament because these teachings clearly reflect the Ten Commandments and do exactly the same thing that the Ten Commandments do, they show us how God wants us to live. But even more importantly, they hold up a mirror for us to look into. They reveal how well we are living for God. Let me paraphrase the Sermon on the Mount for us just to save time, this won’t be perfect or even complete, but here goes:

*Be the salt and the light of the earth that causes people to praise God. *Don’t murder, don’t even harbor anger for another. *Don’t allow lust for another into your heart. *Avoid divorce and only then for marital unfaithfulness that isn’t repented of. *Don’t make promises, just do what God would want you to do. *Love everyone, especially the unlovely. *Be generous, especially to those who have great need. *Pray simply, honestly, frequently. *Make your offering to God in private. *Consider heaven the treasure most worth protecting. *Trust God, especially when the world seems to be falling down around you. *Do not judge anyone.

That’s just a quick look in God’s mirror. How did you do? Not too good, huh? Me neither! That is why renewal is so important. God’s grace is unlimited in Christ Jesus, but God’s grace is tied to our repentance, which is a part of renewal.


But here is the thing, the Ten Commandments and Jesus’ restatement of them is impossible to perfectly obey. We will always fall short of their perfection. Here is something else we must understand about our God, He is always concerned about our relationship with Him and our relationships with each other. God’s laws are all about relationship. Listen to what Paul has to say about God’s law and relationships. Galatians 5:13-15: “You, my brothers, were called to be free.” (Free from the tyranny of the laws.) “But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love. The entire law is summed up in a single command: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself’.”

You can’t possibly love the people around you unless that love is first born in you. That love must begin in your heart before it can spread to others. But it doesn’t come from inside you; that love for others isn’t something you “make happen” by will and determination. Love for others comes from God and is a gift from Him to the person who gives his or her heart to God. It has very little to do with what we think of as “religion”.


Religion is about God but God isn’t hemmed in by religion’s rules or rituals. God isn’t about rules, God is about relationships. Renewal, getting ourselves into a deeper relationship with God, starts in us! When we fall in love with Jesus, for the first time or as a result of a renewal, religion and its laws, the rules and regulations, don’t offer any threat to us. But it can’t stop with us! If it does then it isn’t real because God is about a trinity of relationships between Himself and me and me and you and Him. Paul says, “If you keep on biting and devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other.” The way we treat others speaks volumes about how much we love God, or don’t.

I just finished reading “The Shack” by William P. Young. How many of you here today have read it? If you haven’t read “The Shack” you should. You are missing a real blessing. If you have read it and still have it, for goodness sake, give it away to the first person you can. The copy I was reading was loaned to me by our financial secretary and I gave it to my banker. (Had to buy Denise another copy!) You can find it almost anywhere. I bought two copies at Sams for about $10 apiece. It is worth a whole lot more than that!

The Shack is a modern parable about God. It is an easy read that every once in a while hits you with some real meat to think about. In “The Shack” Young says this, “Paradigms power perceptions and perceptions power emotions.” Let me rephrase that to make it a little clearer. What we believe to be true (paradigms) controls how we see things to be and how we see triggers how we feel and respond. Let me apply that.


If we believe that God is the all powerful C.E.O. of all creation and a hard task master then we will believe that religion is about keeping the rules and rituals that our brand of religion embraces and we will be constantly in fear of God’s anger. But if my paradigm about God is flawed, He is not the hard nosed C.E.O. I imagine, then my whole response will be flawed.

Let me give you a social example. If I believe those of us of the Caucasian persuasion are more capable than others then I will look down on others and treat them with less respect. A flawed paradigm leads to flawed behavior.

Let me give you a political example. If I believe that Roman Catholics will always be obedient to the Pope then I will see Roman Catholics as undesirable national leaders and I won’t vote for them. A flawed paradigm that leads to flawed choices.

Now, let me apply this to a familiar scripture. I John 4:18 says, “There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear.” If I believe that “perfect love” is something that I have to work toward then I will constantly be driving myself to “be better, to be more loving” and probably trying to drive you too. Every time I look in the mirror of God’s laws I will see how far I am from my goal of perfect love and I will fear. My paradigm, perfect love is something I must do, is wrong! But a lot of people share it.

The perfect love John is talking about is the perfect love God has for you and me. The perfect love seen perfectly in Jesus Christ. When we rest in the perfect love of God through Jesus Christ the pressure to perform is released and the ability to love is freed and relationship renewal with others is possible. Only “possible” because relationship renewal requires that we be willing to tell the truth about what we have done or not done and change our minds and behaviors so that we don’t stay in that destructive pattern. Only then will there be hope for a renewed relationship. Does the other party have some responsibility? Of course! Relationship is about forgiveness between, it is a two way street. But perfect forgiveness can only come through Jesus Christ who took on Himself the sins of us all. That is why an intimate, loving relationship with God is so critical.

I would like to challenge you today to turn your hearts and minds toward God. Seek His face and you will find Him. He wants to be found by you. Give Him your heart, not once but every day, and He will slowly begin to change your paradigms and your heart and your relationships. And that is the truth! Amen.
