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In 1982 the film director Richard Attenborough introduced the film Gandhi which undertook to tell the story of the later life of Mahatma Gandhi the leader of the nonviolent resistance movement against the British colonial rule in India during the first half of the twentieth century. I’m sure many of you here saw that movie, it won numerous Academy Awards including Best Picture. The reason that movie came to my mind is that I was thinking about how people of other religions can get confused about what we Christians believe about God, and how the deeper confessions of our faith can be misunderstood when taken out of context.


According to a Google search Alexander Pope in an essay wrote, “A little learning is a dangerous thing”.  In the Gandhi film there is a scene in which an American newspaper man seeking to interview Gandhi has hitched a ride on a jam packed train. He is helped up on top of a passenger car by a few friendly natives in order to escape the unbearable heat of the crowded car. As they are riding along with the breeze blowing in their hair one of his fellow Indian passengers, trying to make conversation, asks, “Is it true that you Christians drink human blood?”

Some of the doctrines and practices of our faith are not easy to understand even for those of us who were raised in the faith. The doctrine of the Trinity is one of those. From time to time Christians are accused of believing in three gods, not one God. Our own Cumberland Confession of Faith doesn’t help a whole lot. Listen to the way it begins: “We believe in the only true and living God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit; who is holy love, eternal, unchangeable in being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness, and truth. The one living God who is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, the Holy Trinity…..” (C of F, 1.01) Sounds like three persons to me, all three reigning together from heaven! A triad of gods. Of course we know that isn’t what the confession is saying. Our religious roots are deeply embedded in the soil of our Jewish brothers. We too will quote Deuteronomy 6:4, “Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.” But, so that you will remain as confused as the rest of us, the Hebrew word translated “Lord” is singular, the Hebrew word translated “God” is plural, and the Hebrew word translated “one” is literally “oneness in unity”.

Explaining God is a never ending challenge to us. I don’t think we created beings have the ability to explain the One who created us. But we will never stop trying.

God is a little like General Electric. He brings good things to life. God is like a Visa Card. He’s everywhere you what to be. God is a little like Scotch Tape. You can’t see Him, but you know He’s there. God is like Alka Seltzer. Oh, what a relief He is. God is like Tide. He gets the stains out that others leave behind. God is like Bounty Towels. He’s the quicker picker upper. 


While in seminary I took a class on the doctrine of the Trinity. We immediately discovered that the word “trinity” isn’t in the bible. But there are plenty of references, in both the old and new testaments to the three persons of God. We studied all the scripture references to the one God who is experienced in three ways. We struggled to explain the idea of the Trinitarian God by using serious metaphors.

We said that God is like water. Water can have three different forms, steam, ice or liquid but still be H2O. But that illustration is limited because God is Father, Son and Holy Spirit all at the same time, He doesn’t change from one to the other. Someone suggested that God is a little like our federal government, (a blasphemy) one United States government but three distinct branches. But that breaks down immediately as we consider how often the three branches oppose each other. God never opposes Himself.  Someone suggested God is like an egg which has a shell, a yoke and a white. The professor pointed out that God is three “persons” Father, Son and Holy Spirit, yet one God, not a team called god.

It is godly to struggle with God sized concepts even if we can’t ever understand them. Jesus said, in Matthew 22:37 that you are to “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul” giving Him your love and trust, your gratitude. But he went on to say that you are to love God “will all your mind”.  We are expected to think through the teachings of God’s word and try to make sense of them.


The other day I was listening to KCBI and I heard a person encouraging listeners to try to read through the Bible in a year. I’m not opposed to however you read the Bible. But it seems to me that we should not read the Bible in order to get through it, but so that we understand it. I read Bible passages trying to understand what they meant when they were first written and why they are relevant to me today. I’m not interested in getting through a passage, I want to understand it.


Can you believe in something that you can’t understand? Of course you can! I believe in my television but I don’t have a clue how it works. I believe in microwaves but I have never seen one. We are absolutely certain we have a creator God. Why? Because we see what that God created all around us, we experience that God and we have His word.

I want to try to show you scripture that seems to confirm the triune nature of God. But I’m not particularly interested in proving the church doctrine of the trinity. I think it more important we discover how that triune nature shows us how to be children of God, like our Father.

Our root scripture for today is The Great Commission found in Matthew 28. Jesus commissions us to “go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the (Triune) name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.” We do what we do, we live out our Christian faith in the triune name of God. The Father, Son and Holy Spirit have the same agenda. There are no factions in the Trinity. In the Trinity there is a unity of persons in God.

Don’t you think that God expects us in His church to also work as one?  Of course he does!  In Ephesians 5 Paul writes that as children of God we are expected to imitate Him. We are to speak truthfully and lovingly, to be helpful, kind, compassionate, forgiving. Anything else grieves the Holy Spirit. When we offend each other we grieve the Holy Spirit of God. When we do or say things that cause division in God’s church He is grieved by our actions.


When someone joins our church one of the promises they make is to “practice love in all relationships”. That’s how critical unity is in the church. When a person accepts a leadership position in this church one of the promises they make is to “promote the peace and unity of the church”.  It the leadership is unified the people will have a good model to follow. 

A church doesn’t have to be unified in it’s place or times of worship. A church doesn’t have to be unified in it’s Bible study focus. A church can have many different ministries appealing to different parts of the church. But the people who make up the church absolutely must support each other, love each other and pray for each other. The Trinity always works as a unity and so should we. Anything less grieves the Holy Spirit, and when we grieve the Holy Spirit He will withdraw His counsel. When the Holy Spirit withdraws His counsel then a church might as well close it’s doors. That’s how important unity is to God!

But there is also diversity of persons in the Trinity. The members of the Trinity work together but they don’t always do the same things. God the Father creates and sustains the world. God the Son redeems the world. And God the Holy Spirit gives us the power and grace to change the world. Three different purposes but one overarching goal to glorify God. But wait a minute! The way I just said that reinforces the idea that God is not one but three, and that isn’t true. We will always struggle with this challenge to keep God One while acknowledging the three ways we experience God. Maybe it would be better if I said, God shows Himself to us as the Creative Father, shows Himself to us as the Savior of His world, and shows Himself to us as the Holy Spirit who counsels His children.

Just as there is diversity in the Trinity, there is diversity in us. God created us differently. Some of us are artistically talented, some great with numbers, some good leaders and some good followers. All of us are gifted by God in unique ways. Our task is to recognize our God given abilities and use them for His glory.

I want to add a third thing (lets keep the triune thing going). There is intimacy in the Trinity. In John 3:35 it says that the Father loves the Son and has given Him all things. And in John 14:31 Jesus says, “I love the Father! I do exactly what my Father has commanded me.” And in John 16:13 Jesus also said of the Holy Spirit, “He will not speak on his own; He will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you. All that belongs to the Father is mine.” Our God exists in an intimate relationship.


I know, I know! All of a sudden scripture seems to be leading us down the multiple person God path again. You see the problem we have. But remember in John 10:30 Jesus says, “I and the Father are one”. And in John 14:11 Jesus says, “Believe me when I say that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me.” There is intimacy in the Trinity and God wants us to have that same intimacy with each other.

I began this sermon with a movie illustration so I will end with one. In the movie “When Harry met Sally” there is a great line that describes the kind of love God wants us to have for each other. Sally asks Harry how he can be sure he loves her. And he replies, “I love how your nose wrinkles up every time you ask questions like that. I love how you can’t make up your mind what to order in a restaurant. I love how you’re the first person I want to talk to when I get up in the morning. And you’re the person I want to be with when I go to bed at night.” 


That’s just a tiny bit how God loves us. We don’t have to understand God, just trust Him. There is unity in God and there must be unity in us. There is diversity in God and we are certainly a diverse people. And there is intimacy in God. His eleventh commandment is all about intimacy. “Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” Anything short of that grieves God. Amen.
