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“Supercharged!”

Acts 2:1-12
Mother’s Day, May 11, 2008

Today we celebrate the day of Pentecost. The word “Pentecost” is derived from the ancient Greek word that means “fiftieth day”, the fiftieth day following the second day of Passover. (Today isn’t really the fiftieth day following the second day of Passover, it wouldn’t fall on a Sunday. We Christians adjust the celebration to fall on our traditional day of worship.)

Our scripture reading from Acts 2 begins, “When the day of Pentecost came”, but the disciples probably would have thought of this day in their Hebrew tradition as the final day of “Shavuot” or The Festival of Weeks. The New Testament is in Greek, not Hebrew, so Shavuot the Festival of Weeks is translated Pentecost. The fiftieth day following the seven weeks interval between Passover and the traditional date of the giving of the Torah, the laws of God at Sinai. Got you confused now?

The seven weeks of Shavuot represented the time of waiting in the desert after the escape from Egypt. By Jesus time many rabbis were teaching that God freed the Hebrews from slavery in Egypt so that at Mt. Sinai they could receive God’s laws for living. Seven weeks, forty-nine days of waiting, and on the fiftieth day the Hebrews would celebrate receiving God’s gift of the Torah by presenting a first fruits harvest offering and celebrating the day with a family feast.


On the day of celebration the disciples had gathered together at some agreed upon home. They may very well have been reclining around the table again sharing the feast when the “promised Counselor” came, in what sounded to them like a “violent wind” and appeared as “tongues of fire”. You might remember that both a violent wind and tongues of fire are ancient manifestations of the presence of God. Luke, the author of the book of Acts, writes that “all in the room were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them”.

Let me pause there for a minute. I know that you know that certain denominations of the Christian Faith teach that the gift of speaking in tongues is the only acceptable sign of the presence of the Holy Spirit in a person’s life. They insist that speaking in tongues is the only proof of salvation. But it you do a search of the New Testament you will find many different responses to the coming of the Holy Spirit. And Paul will also confirm that speaking in tongues is only one of many possible gifts from the Holy Spirit. I have never spoken in tongues, although sometimes my tongue gets so tied it sounds like I am speaking in tongues. I have heard a person speaking in tongues, but I didn’t hear anyone interpret what she was saying, so according to Paul, even that wasn’t a legitimate use of the gift. In this story from Acts the giving of the gift of speaking in tongues was so that the multitude of “God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven” who were in Jerusalem for the Pentecost celebration would hear the Good News in their native tongue. I think you will find that every gift from God has a reason and a purpose. And I don’t think you will find any gift from God less significant than another.

I know that this is Mother’s day, and here I am talking about the Holy Spirit. I could have chosen to talk about the Proverbs 31 woman, that ideal wife and mother who is like a merchant ship bringing goods and food from afar for her family. The wife King Lemuel says who makes wise purchases, gives generously, and continuously provides for her family. The mother who isn’t worried about tomorrow and is always full of wisdom. But it seems to me that wife and mother the King celebrates needs some encouragement that what she is trying to do for her family is supported by God. She is not alone and has all the help God can provide to someone who strives to trust Him. Being a godly mother or dad is a big job, a never ending job!  No one just sails along doing that job easily. So Moms, (and Dads too), here are a few things I want you to take from our worship today, things that I think will help you be that person of noble character the king was writing about.


The first one is this, it is better to do nothing at all if you don’t know what the right thing to do is. The disciples waited as instructed by Jesus. Sometimes not doing anything at all is a good thing. Now I don’t mean that sitting on your “tuffit eating your curds and whey” should be a way of life. Absolutely not! All that will get you is “fluffy”.  (We used to have a sign in the fellowship hall kitchen that announced, “I’m not fat, I’m just fluffy!”) But there are times when it is best to allow some time to pass until you are certain of the way God wants you to proceed. Haste can make waste and it can also generate a heaping amount of regret. The last thing Jesus taught His disciples before he ascended into heaven was that waiting on God for His wisdom and help was a very good thing.

Have you ever walked out the door and as you went had this uneasy feeling you were leaving something behind? Sure you have! The right thing to have done when that uneasy feeling overcame you was to close the door, pause a minute and take stock of the day to come. Check you pockets, are all your keys there? Your billfold? Was there something special you were going to need today? But we don’t usually do that, we just rush on out, uncomfortable, but determined. And get wherever we were bound without a critical item.

The disciples obeyed Jesus and waited. But they obviously didn’t just sit around. Today’s reading finds them being faithful to their religious traditions. They were worshipping God and remembering the ways that God had led them in the past. They were thinking about God’s goodness and faithfulness as they waited for Him to act. Waiting on God can seem a waste of your valuable time, but the disciples discovered that waiting brought God’s power. You might too.

Waiting is a good thing and waiting while worshipping is an even better thing and responding to God is the best thing. In fact waiting without responding when God tells you what He wants you to do is a terrible waste.


When the Holy Spirit of God came upon the disciples their waiting ended. The scripture doesn’t tell us where they went, but from the crowd of people that quickly gathered we can assume they were either in the center of Jerusalem around the marketplace or at the Temple. If you and I felt God’s leadership to go and tell the story of Jesus to what had been a hostile crowd we would probably reason that starting quietly with just a few was the prudent approach. But when the inspiration of the Holy Spirit is involved a timid approach is out of the question.


Some of you here today have some serious reservations about our decision to launch the Mosaic Worship. And you have good reason, the cost to offer the Mosaic Worship is substantial and is a large contributing factor in our financial shortfall. But you are incorrect when you say that we didn’t listen to God but jumped ahead without waiting for the Spirit’s wisdom. Again and again we waited upon the Lord and again and again we felt God leading us to trust Him and proceed. The waiting, listening process took a year! The mistakes we made in the beginning we made because we were not careful enough as we obeyed. If I find fault in my own attempts to follow God’s leading it would be there. When clear warning signs cropped up I ignored them, I hoped I could steer us through. I couldn’t. And I can see now that the other mistake I made as your pastor was not pushing much harder for a strong promotional visibility for the new worship. And we still haven’t done that. Money issues often make me timid, as if God can’t provide. I know better.

God’s voice is a still, small voice that we sense in our hearts and feel around us! We will not be so fortunate to hear a roaring wind and see flames when God speaks to us. Our experience is usually more like Elijah’s on the mountain of God. No mighty wind, no earthquake, no fire, just a gentle whisper in our hearts. But if we are listening, if we are expecting God to come, we will know what we hear is Him.

If we do what the disciples did and go boldly we will become supercharged by the Spirit of God. God always gives power to the person who obeys. God never calls a person to failure! Not one time in the Bible will you find God calling someone to fail.


We fail when we waffle. We fail when we become timid, and there are a lot of things that can cause us to become timid. One of them I have already mentioned, an apparent lack of financial resources. Another is the criticism of people we love and trust. I’m never concerned about criticism from an enemy. That person’s opinion can’t be trusted. But when people we do trust criticize our actions it is right to pause and take stock. But here again there are numerous examples in the Bible of trustworthy friends and family who didn’t have the vision and in good conscience tried to stop the man or woman of God. When someone you love gives you advice that questions what you believe are godly actions then it is a good idea to carefully rethink your plan. If that Still Small Voice continues to affirm your actions, you know what you must do.

Psalm 27 is about the creative and sustaining power of the Holy Spirit. David begins that psalm by affirming the Lord as his light and salvation, and says “whom shall I fear?” But he goes on to acknowledge that evil men are after him and battles break out all around him.

Moms, & dads too, all of you, each and every day of your lives has the potential for you to receive and give God’s blessing. You can be a helper, a comforter, an encourager, and you can do it with God’s help because as disciples of Jesus you have the Holy Spirit with you. But you have to listen carefully for His still small voice, and that means taking a moment to stop to listen, or many moments during the day to stop and listen. That little bracelet that was so popular several years ago that said WWJD?, What Would Jesus Do?, was a good reminder in any situation to seek the Lord’s wisdom. Because you are a son or daughter of God He will always give you what you need. And so, I close as Psalm 27 closes:
“Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord.”
