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On the Road with Jesus #4

“Never Home Alone”

John 14:15-27
April 27, 2008

In verse twenty Jesus tells us, “I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.” If you are in Jesus and Jesus is in you, and Jesus is in the Father, then you are in the Father. We are one in the spirit, as the song says, we are intimately connected with God. That obviously means that no matter where we are we are not alone, God is with us. Since the Father, the Son and you are one nothing in the world will ever happen to you that the Father and Son don’t know about. And because the Father isn’t bound by time as we know it He always knows exactly what you have struggled through and what you are about to face.


Now when I say that we are one with the Father and Son I don’t mean that you and I are in any way, shape or form God, as New Age believers might say, no, far from it. The only similarity we have to God is our spirit. But what I hear Jesus saying is that we are spiritually connected with our Father Creator through our Savior. No matter where home is for us we will never be disconnected from our spiritual help because Jesus binds us to the Father.

Now, the gospel according to Oprah says that every person ever born is born with this intimate connection already made. The O gospel proclaims God loves you, understands your tendency to sin against His wishes, and forgives you. But the Bible she says she reads makes it perfectly plain that as far back as Adam and Eve we humans chose to break the intimate connection with God.  According to Exodus 34 God still loves us but will in no way allow our sin to go unpunished. The entire Bible, Old and New Testament, is a record of God’s work to make it possible for us to reconnect with Him. But that connection we enjoy isn’t automatically and indiscriminately available. Our connection with God is made possible by our faith in His Son Jesus who took upon Himself the punishment for our sins. The sins that kept God out of our reach. In Christ Jesus we are once again one with God as God created us to be. If we reject Jesus we reject God’s gift of salvation and continue home alone.

Our reading for today made me think of Star Trek, particularly of a pseudo-race of beings introduced in Star Trek, Next Generation called the Borg. There is very little to be admired about the Borg character. They are ruthless assimilators of species with the goal of perfection by assimilation. The process of assimilation transforms a race of people into cybernetically enhanced and ugly humanoid drones who share a collective mind. (Well, at least they get along because they all think alike.)  One of the frequent lines of a Borg is “We are Borg, we are one.” The Borg never speak of themselves as individuals and only work for the collective good of the Borg. The characters portray some very admirable traits, working for the good of all, turned unspeakably evil. Star Trek is science fiction and its best episodes often takes a simple idea like working for the common good and stretch it to the extreme. It makes you think. I often wish we could say, “We are Christians, we are one.” But I am also glad that we don’t all think exactly alike or have the same passions. Our differences may slow our progress but those differences generate a much broader ministry for the Lord. We are one with God while remaining unique individuals.

It is hard to imagine a more wonderful series of promises than the ones found here in the middle of John. Jesus promises us a home in heaven. (14:2) Jesus promises us we will do even greater things than Jesus did. (14:12) He promises when we ask God in His name He will do it. (14:14) He promises the Holy Spirit to counsel us. (14:16) Jesus promises an intimate relationship with the Father through Him. 14:23)

But it is critical to note that all of these promises are conditional promises predicated on our love for Jesus and our willingness to be obedient to Him. We will have a home in heaven if we love and obey Jesus. We will do works even greater than Jesus did if we love and obey Him. He will respond to our prayer requests if we love and obey His commands. He will give us the Holy Spirit if we love and obey Him. We will have an intimate relationship with the Father if we love and obey the Son. If we do not obey Him then we do not love him, and all promises are null and void.

So, the only logical question here is what are our Lord’s commandments? We must know them so that we can work to keep them because we certainly want what Jesus said He would give. So, what are the laws of God?  We said them today as our call to worship. Eleven commandments in the Bible. The infamous ten given to us in Deuteronomy 5, and deemed inappropriate for the walls of our learning institutions, and the new commandment from Jesus found in John 13:34. If you and I keep the eleventh commandment we will be more likely to keep the other ten. If you and I love each other as Jesus loves us we will naturally do our best to keep the first ten commandments out of love for each other and God.

Now, there is a group of Christian Theologians who proclaim that grace supersedes and replaces law. They base their belief partly on what Paul had to say in Romans six about Christians being under grace and not law. Grace is God’s love, and so those theologians came to the conclusion that the only acceptable guideline for living is love. This is a perfect example of how Satan can temp us off of God’s path by using select verses of God’s word, and why we always prove God’s word by using God’s word.


If we use love and only love as our ethical system then marriages can be dissolved because we don’t love anymore, adultery is sanctioned because love for another is strong, contracts can be broken because they are stressing our love, parents can be ignored because their leadership doesn’t feel very loving, my neighbor’s things can be taken because I love them more than he does. Jesus clearly says in John 14 that love for Him coupled with obedience to His commands is the standard.  In Matthew 5:17 Jesus said, “Do not think I have come to abolish the Law and the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.” That is Jesus blunt! The law of God still counts.

Now we all know that salvation never comes by keeping God’s laws, because we can’t perfectly keep them. Salvation is always by God’s grace. Paul writes in Romans 9:16, “It does not, therefore, depend on man’s desire or effort”, (keeping the laws), “but on God’s mercy.” And, contrary to what I had preached at me as a young person, keeping God’s laws isn’t the central focus of our faith, love is. Keeping God’s laws doesn’t change the heart. I can keep most of God’s laws and hate you. That is why love, not law is at the heart of our Christian ethic. But Jesus says very clearly here in John 14 and many other places that love for Him will cause us to want to keep His commandments. So love alone isn’t a dependable ethical system. Law is necessary, working with love. But of course that raises the logical next question, “Do we? Do we love one another as Jesus loves us and keep His commands?”

Don’t answer that too quickly. The love Jesus is talking about is very practical and therefore very easy to measure. That love will manifest itself in service to others, sacrifice of your will, and sharing the blessing of Jesus. Serving, sacrifice and sharing can be measured.

On the night He was betrayed Jesus demonstrated service by taking off his dinner clothes and putting on the garments of a servant. He took the servant’s towel and wash basin and one by one washed the feet of his 12 disciples. Sandals of various styles were the shoe of Jesus’ day. The roads were always dusty and people’s feet quickly became grimy. In the greater households of the day a servant was assigned the job of washing the feet of arriving guests. It was one of the lowliest of jobs. Jesus took it as His own. When He had finished and rejoined them at the table Jesus said, “I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.” (13:15) 

What did He do? He set aside His rightful place at the head of the table and became a humble servant of all. He took the lowliest job in the house and did it lovingly. How do we translate that into our lives? If we have a servant’s attitude then no task, however menial, however not our responsibility, becomes something we feel comfortable doing. If each of us had a servant’s eye and servant’s heart to serve a lot of good things would get done that don’t. How many times have you walked past a piece of trash lying on the floor and thought “Somebody ought to pick that up but I didn’t drop it there” and kept right on going?


I think the servant heart begins at home as we do things that take some of the burden off our spouses or brothers and sisters. Then the servant’s heart can spread to the world outside the home, to the office, school, even the playground. To love like Jesus is to have a servant’s heart. Do we? If the answer is “yes” then we can expect the power of the Holy Spirit to be at work in us. If the power of the Holy Spirit isn’t evident then we might want to take a look at our servant attitude. We might be home alone because we are expecting service instead of giving it.

The kind of servant’s heart Jesus shows us will naturally lead us into a sacrificial way of living. Relationships that survive the test of time are always based on sacrificial living. Sacrificial living is serving when it isn’t convenient to serve. Sacrificial living always costs us something. Sacrificial living always costs us our time, but it may also cost us our resources. And it may just cost us our lives. It cost Jesus His! But sacrificial living, as costly as it is, is a beautiful way to live. In fact living sacrificially is the way we were created to live. It is the sin in our lives that stifles our giving. A disciple of Jesus is constantly fighting the sinful impulse with sacrificial decisions and actions.

And finally, if you really love Jesus you will share yourself with others. Jesus said that we were to “go into all the world”. I think part of what He meant in His closing commission found in Matthew 28 was that we shouldn’t get in any “holy huddles”, just me and thee, but should intentionally put our Christianity into the world. Don’t you think that Jesus intended that we live out our faith in such a way that we make a difference in this world? I think He expects us as individuals and as the church to make a difference in this fallen world. If we don’t, who will?

The second part of that verse in Matthew says for us to go “make disciples, baptize them and teach them to OBEY Jesus. It always amazes me how easily we can disregard this part of Jesus’ commission and still claim to love Jesus and love the people He loves!


Which brings us full circle to Jesus’ words, “If you love me”. Many of you here today are thinking “I do love Him, I really do love Jesus.” If that is the case, here is the way to show Him – by loving others and by doing what He desires of you. You won’t find it easy or convenient, but you will find yourself in good company. Amen.
