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“On the Road with Jesus”

(A six part sermon series)
#1 “On the Road with Jesus”

Luke 24:13-35
April 6, 2008

Today I begin a six part series I am calling “On the Road with Jesus”. The title was inspired by today’s scripture reading, and the fact that we are quickly getting into the vacation season and most of us will be literally or figuratively on the road for a few weeks of much needed R & R.  In fact, the week after I finish this series Sheila and I will be leaving for a couple of weeks of rest and relaxation.

We are so very fortunate, you and I, that we can somehow find the time and the money to get away from the stress and strain of our lives. It doesn’t have to be something expensive, it could be just a long weekend doing something completely different than normal and something enjoyable. The wonderful thing is that no matter where we are we will be on the road with Jesus. His love and interest in our lives certainly includes those on the road experiences. Jesus enjoyed moments away from His ministry too and I think enjoys seeing us relax and unwind for a little while. Rest and relaxation rejuvenated our Lord for His ministry, and it will us too. 

Lets walk a little way with two disciple of Jesus. (Luke 24:13-35)


Luke doesn’t tell us why these two disciples were walking to Emmaus. Probably wasn’t a camping trip! This event as described by Luke happened on Easter Sunday. Luke says the women had gone to the tomb with burial spices to finish the work they had begun three days before. When they arrived they found the tomb empty, then heard of His resurrection from two angels and quickly sought out the remaining eleven and others to tell them what they had seen and heard.

Sometime later that same day two disciples, Cleopas was the only one named, were on their way to a town about seven miles from Jerusalem. Naturally the crucifixion of Jesus was their topic of discussion, and now the rumors of His resurrection. As they went on their way they were joined by Jesus but they didn’t recognize Him. No that isn’t what the scripture says is it? Luke says “they were kept from recognizing Him”. Now why in the world would God keep these disciples of Jesus from recognizing their Lord?

This wasn’t the first time people were kept from seeing something really important. Numerous times Jesus told His disciples He would have to suffer and die but they were kept from recognizing the truth then too. In Matthew we have the story of Jesus telling His disciples He was going up to Jerusalem to be betrayed , condemned to death and die and on the third day rise again. And immediately James and John’s mother asks for places of honor for her sons in the coming kingdom. It is almost as if she didn’t hear a word He just said. She heard Him but she was kept from understanding. Why does this happen? I might have an answer.

Think about this for a minute, every episode in life, every event, has a prelude of preparation, and then the event, and then a memory of the event. Which is most meaningful and revealing? We are tempted to say the actual event or action. But isn’t it true that the telling of the action, the memory of it, is as good as or even better than the actual event? The prelude is full of hopeful expectations but nothing really concrete. I can see all the video clips of my upcoming trip and read all the literature about my destination but the actual experience eludes the prelude. And the trip, the experience, is so full of both good and bad, surprises and disappointments, and the ongoing challenge of going and seeing, that we are just busy getting past the disappointments and absorbing what we are seeing. Only afterwards do we have time to process the experience. Only in the memory can we filter out the irrelevant and focus on the memorable. Only in the memory will we be able to laugh at things that at the time they were happening seemed tragic. The memory, enhanced by photographs and the telling, is really better than the actual experience. Our minds minimize the mundane parts, downplay the disappointing parts and focus on the most important parts of the experience. As I think back on our many vacation experiences I realize that my memories are really better than the experience. I can remember the bad parts but I choose not to. I focus on the highlights, the good experiences, the joy.

Now, lets see if we can apply that idea to this on the road experience. The disciples are, to say the least, troubled by the events of the past few days. And their words reveal what may have been the dominant thinking of the followers of Jesus, “He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all the people.”  He was what? “a prophet”. You see, they didn’t really know who Jesus was, even while they were living with him! And His death had all but eliminated the possibility that He could have been the Messiah. What did they say? “We had hoped that He was the one…” Do you hear that disappointment? They were emotionally and mentally not ready to see Jesus! They needed help processing their memories.

What did Jesus do? He began to open their minds to the Biblical truth about the Messiah. As they walked along He taught them all that the bible said about Himself. And as He did their hearts began to burn within them. These two guys were probably the first disciples to begin to understand that Jesus wasn’t just a great prophet and miracle worker, but was indeed God’s Son, the Messiah. Jesus was getting them prepared to see!

I hope that you have had an experience like that! A time when you were reading the Bible and a verse just came alive for you and your heart just burned with excitement. Or you were reading from your favorite Christian author and some way he or she interpreted scripture making it come alive for you. You had an “Ah Ha!” moment, a revelation, your eyes were opened and your heart burned with joy.

Jesus is getting these two ready to see Him. He is preparing their hearts and minds to accept the truth. If they had recognized Him when He first joined them on the road they would have seen their prophet and been thrilled. The memories Jesus is reviving in them will help them see the truth. He is getting them ready to see their Savior!


I think that many times we are like these two. Many times we are not ready to receive God’s revelation, the next step in His leadership, the next place He has in mind for us. And so He “hides” that revelation from us and takes us down a road that will reveal to us a truth that will help us embrace God’s plan when He shows it to us. He knows when we are ready for His revelation and only then will He open our eyes to see. Here again memory plays a part. Something in our past is pieced together with some new experience and the two open a whole new way of seeing for us. God takes us to His next level when He has us ready to go there!

Now, how do we apply that? These disciples spent time with Jesus. These disciples opened their hearts and minds and allowed Him to teach them Biblical truth. We must do that too! If we don’t spend time with Jesus we won’t hear from Jesus. We have to walk with Him! The more we set aside time to walk with the Lord the quicker He can open our eyes to His plan for us. His plan for us is beautiful! So much better than any plan we might devise, because He is God. The disciples had to spend time with Jesus, so do we.

And we have to invite Him in. The disciples “urged Him strongly” to stay with them for the night. They said to Jesus, “Don’t go! Stay the night with us! We need you to stay! They took Him by the arm and led Him into the house. They gave Him the place of honor at the head of the table. They served Him. His staying was so important to them that He would have had to be rude not to stay.

Jesus won’t ever force Himself on you. Never! You must urge Him strongly to come in. You must mean it! You must really want Him to come in. His coming in must be so important to you that the place you make for Him is at the head of your table. You invite Him in as your guest, but you make Him Lord of your table. And when you do He becomes, not the guest, but the Host.

When did Jesus choose to open their eyes? During the meal! Listen to the words again, “When He was at the table with them, He took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them.” The words alone tell us of the sacramental nature of this meal, “at the table, took bread, gave thanks, broke it and gave to them.  But even the lead up to the meal reminds us of the Lord’s Supper. These two disciples walk along with this stranger as He reveals to them the word of God. They invite this stranger to stay with them for a meal, and it is at the meal that their Lord opens their eyes. Word and sacrament combine to open their eyes! 

In a way these two disciples might be just like you and me. One of them is never identified and the other is mentioned only one time. They were not in the inner circle of disciples. We might say they were not “firsthand believers”. They were followers of Jesus in much the same way you and I are followers, they had jobs, families, other responsibilities, and they believed in Jesus. In a sense they were “secondhand believers”. But in the word and in the sacrament Jesus came to them, and they became, (and we become), “first-generation Christians” because Jesus is with us. In the word and in the sacraments Jesus is actually present, He is our host, and our eyes are opened to see. Amen.
