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“Blind!”

John 9:1-7
March 2, 2008

There are a lot of “blind” people in the world around us. I don’t mean physically blind but spiritually blind. In fact we were also blind once and sometimes find ourselves going blind again. Our and their kind of blindness is the worst kind because we think we can see. But that sight makes it hard for us to really see, sort of like the forest and trees analogy. The blind man in our Gospel reading had one advantage over us, he had been born blind. He didn’t know what sight was like, didn’t know what he was missing, couldn’t be tempted by sights or misled by images. Sometimes sight can blind us.

Sometimes our blindness is caused by familiarity with the sights. I remember one time on a vacation in the Rockies commenting to a shop keeper how beautiful the mountains were. He looked kind of puzzled, then said, “Yeah, I guess so.” My flatlander’s eyes could easily see the beauty of those mountains but he was born among those towering peaks and had become blind to the grandeur.


Sometimes our familiarity blindness causes us to get lost along the way. On Wednesday Pastor Mike went out to St. Matthew in Burleson. He called me on the way because he couldn’t figure out which exit to take from I-35. I wasn’t much help. I have been out there many times, but if I am not very careful I will miss the exit. My familiarity with the way causes me to get careless and pass right by my exit.

Yesterday your Elders spent the day in retreat, and much of that day was spent trying to see for St. Timothy through God’s eyes. We are all too aware that we can get so accustomed to the way we are and the way we are doing things that we will become blind to God’s agenda for us. We will begin to do our thing instead of God’s will. Your elders and pastors want to be sure we are following right behind God. God only blesses the follower, and to be a follower we have to keep our eyes on Him.

Sometimes God uses suffering to open our eyes. The suffering God allows can be corrective and constructive and bring Him glory while we struggle. This story of the blind man might be an example. He was born blind. The disciples assumed some sin had caused God to take his sight, maybe sin before he was born or the sin of his parents. (This may give us a little hint that even in Jesus’ day some people wondered about reincarnation. Could he have sinned in a previous life and God was punishing him in this one? They may have been wondering, but reincarnation isn’t Biblical!) And of course we all know those scripture verses like Exodus 34:7 or Deuteronomy 5:9 that tell us the sins of parents have echo effects in the children and even grandchildren. We know those verses are true from experience!

Jesus says the blind man was born blind “so that the work of God might be displayed in his life”. He was born for this moment. What does that tell us about God and about at least some of the tragic things that happen to us? (Not all tragic things, many of the things that happen to us are results of living in a fallen world and not at all God sanctioned.) But sometimes God either uses or orchestrates what we see as a tragedy for His glory.

Joni Eareckson Tada is a wonderful example of God turning a tragedy into a huge blessing for many and praise for Himself. Her crippling accident refocused her life. Because of the accident and God’s love for her Joni has touched the lives of thousands and thousands of people for the Lord.

Catholic priest and writer Henri Nouwen wrote of the “Wounded Healer” in his book by the same name. The person who has experienced a tragedy or tragedies in life is in a unique position to understand the challenges others are facing and become for them a fellow wounded healer. Out of tragedy God can bring good.

What happened to the man? What are the points of this story? He was born blind. That means he could not see Jesus. He could not search out Jesus. He didn’t know Jesus when Jesus stood right there in front of him. He didn’t even ask Jesus for healing. Jesus found him where he was sitting, begging. That man was completely unable to make the first move toward Jesus. Jesus saw him, Jesus came to him, Jesus extended His grace to him. If you study the miracle stories in John you will see that in almost every case our Lord makes the first move. That is because God always makes the first move toward us. He knows our need, He knows our challenges, He comes to help us. Sometimes we think we are making the initial move toward God, when in fact God has already placed a desperation or hunger in our hearts for Him.
The story says that Jesus knelt down, spit into the dust and made a little mud paste to put on the man’s eyes. Do you think Jesus had to spit and make mud to anoint the man’s eyes so that he could be healed? Obviously not! The spit and the mud had nothing to do with the healing. But that application of mud did allowed the blind man to participate in the healing. He had a choice didn’t he? He could have just rubbed that little bit of mud out of his eyes and kept his good begging spot, and missed the blessing, just kept on in his familiar dark world. Or he could choose to obey this person he had never seen. He chose obedience.
I believe God always gives us the choice to either remain in our situation or allow Him to heal us. You might be surprised at the number of times people opt for suffering rather than trust Jesus. It used to surprise me when Christians just wouldn’t let Jesus take their suffering. Not any more.

Does this mean that God will always heal our situations if we just allowed Him? No it doesn’t! God’s plan for our lives is so much more complex than a simple healing. If healing was God’s only plan Joni Eareckson Tada would be walking around today. In this man’s case he would become a witness of God’s grace to many, many people. But we can be witness of God’s love even without healing, maybe especially without a miracle. Patty Ashmore was one of the greatest witnesses for Christ I have ever known but God didn’t heal her, He took her home.
I think we must always remind ourselves that God is most concerned about our spiritual health and the spiritual health of others. God will do whatever it takes to help us become spiritually healthy, even if that means allowing us to remain physically broken. Giving the man back his sight saved his soul because he worshiped and believed. And many of the people who heard his story and saw for their own eyes the man who was blind believed. God will always do the thing that will bring Him glory and increase our spiritual health. If that means leaving us broken, He will do it. Remember that Paul had an affliction that he frequently prayed for God to take away, and God flatly refused telling Paul “My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made perfect in weakness.” (II Cor. 12:9) Certainly Christ’s power was made evident by the man’s blindness. His life, his handicap, his suffering served to glorify God.
No one wants to suffer, Paul didn’t, we certainly don’t. And so to pray for healing is the right thing. In God’s wisdom He sometimes heals us, but sometimes He doesn’t. When we think God isn’t listening to our prayers we are wrong. God never misses a prayer. But sometimes allowing us to continue to suffer and continue to trust His love for us brings Him greater glory and us greater spiritual maturity. Can you imagine what would have happened to us if God had come to His Son’s rescue on Golgotha? Because of His suffering we are saved. 
When we observe this Lord’s Supper may it teach us that suffering isn’t a completely bad thing. Very often suffering amplifies God’s grace, even our suffering, and in our suffering we become special instruments of God’s grace to others. Amen.
