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“Come & See!”

John 1:29-51
January 20, 2008
I’ll bet you didn’t know that we have a member of our church who is a lighthouse keepers’ daughter. Rosehelen Cowen was raised in Bermuda and was the daughter of the Bermuda Lighthouse keeper.

In the nineteenth & early twentieth century, lighthouses on the U.S. coasts were tended by lighthouse keepers and their families. If a man who tended the light took ill or became disabled, often the work was picked up by his wife or children. Such was the case of Hosea Lewis.

Having become, in 1853, the keeper of the light on Lime Rock Island at Newport, Rhode Island, Lewis suffered a stroke four years later, at which time his teenage daughter Ida assumed responsibility for the light. Each day included cleaning the reflectors, trimming the wick, and filling the oil reservoir at sunset and midnight, along with providing for her father’s care.

With long and demanding tasks, Ida was unable to continue her schooling, but daily delivered her siblings to class, whatever the weather, by rowing the 500 yards to the mainland. In the mid-1800s, it was unusual to see a woman maneuvering a boat, but Ida became well-skilled and well-known for handling the heavy craft.

The teenager gained a measure of fame at age sixteen when she rescued four young men after their boat capsized. She rowed to their aid, hearing their screams as they clung to their overturned craft. On March 29, 1869, Ida saved two drowning servicemen from nearby Fort Adams. Public knowledge of Ida’s courage spread as far as Washington, inspiring President Ulysses S. Grant to visit Ida at Newport later that year. Ida rescued another two soldiers in 1881, for which she was awarded the U.S. Lifesaving Service’s highest medal.

In early February of that year two soldiers were crossing from Newport to Lime Rock Island on foot when the ice gave way. Ida, the lighthouse keeper, came running with a rope. Ignoring peril to herself from weak and rotten ice, she pulled one, then the other to safety. All told, Ida Lewis personally saved something like 25 people in fifty-plus years of keeping the light. Her last reported rescue came at age 63 when she saved a friend who had fallen into the water on her way to visit Ida on the island.

Asked where she found strength and courage for such a feat, Ida answered: ’I don’t know, I ain’t particularly strong. The Lord Almighty gives it to me when I need it, that’s all.’ 

Ida Lewis was a faithful steward. But the reason she was so faithful in her task is that she realized there were always people that would need to be saved. The same is true for us Christians.
Evangelism, sharing our faith, is something all Christians are encouraged to do because there will always be people who need to be saved. However, there is a right way to evangelize and a wrong way. Some well meaning Christians and even professional evangelists with fervor to share the Good News will memorize the plan of salvation, buttonhole people, unload the message and then move on to the next person or place without any plan to continue to support and encourage those who respond positively. That may seem like a good way to reach a lot of people, but it isn’t Biblical, so it isn’t God’s intended way to share the Good News of Jesus.


For several years running we taught a way of telling others about Jesus called Evangelism Explosion. We still use the E.E. format as our guide in our 401 Discipleship class taught by Elder Doug Haskell. We teach this way of sharing your faith because we have found it to be easy to learn, clear, simple, very faithful to the Bible and Cumberland Presbyterian doctrines, and a way that doesn’t leave new Christians high and dry on their own. If you are uncomfortable about sharing your faith because you don’t feel confident in your ability to accurately tell the Good News then Evangelism Explosion and our Discipleship 401 class is the perfect answer. Every Christian should be prepared to share the Good News.
Evangelism is a natural topic for today because our story from John clearly shows us how sharing our faith is supposed to be done. Let me point out three important points in this story about sharing our faith. It isn’t about us, it is about Jesus, and it is also about them, (the ones we share with).

John made it very clear that it wasn’t about him. He said, “He who comes after me has surpassed me because He was before me.” (1:15) John said, “I am not the Christ.” (1:20) “I am not Elijah” (1:20) “I am not the Prophet.”) (1:21) I am just a voice of one calling… It wasn’t about him! In Evangelism Explosion we have to be able to tell our own salvation story. But we are also warned that it isn’t about us, but God. We keep our part of the story brief so that God’s part of the story is spotlighted. It isn’t about us!
When Jesus finally appeared at the Jordan John didn’t hesitate to point Him out. “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” (1:29) Evangelism is about Jesus, about who Jesus is, “the Lamb of God”, and about what Jesus has done for us.
And of course evangelism is about them, the people we are sharing with. John said “To all who received (Jesus), He gave the right to become children of God.” (1:12) John’s message in the desert was about the reality of sin in our lives, the necessity to repent, and the critical step of trusting in “the Lamb of God”. John probably never knew exactly how Jesus was going to accomplish His work, but he was confident Jesus was the Savior. We know, we have the rest of the story, and it is our privilege to share it with others.
But where do we start? I don’t think there is a bad place to begin sharing our faith, but this story gives us some direction. John’s witness was picked up by some of his disciples and they followed Jesus, literally. The story tells us that two of John’s disciples, Andrew and an unnamed other disciple, (probably John), began to tag along behind Jesus and followed Him home spending the day with Him. We don’t know what went on that day, what kind of conversations they had with Jesus, but we do know that as soon as they had an opportunity they began to tell others about Jesus, and they started at home. Andrew went straight to his brother Simon and “brought him to Jesus”. (1:42)

Which raises the thought, maybe we should consider our closest acquaintances as our first mission field. It is certainly good to want to help people find the love of Christ through NEED or Presbyterian Night Shelter or Salvation Army, or any number of other worthy Christian service organizations, and we certainly would not want to ignore them. But maybe we need to plant first in the fields where God has us planted. Family, friends, neighbors, co-workers. They surround us every day. They know us. They see Jesus in us. It should be easy to find an opportunity to introduce them to the Lord. (They may not follow Jesus as we do, as John’s two disciples did, but that isn’t our responsibility is it.) Start where God has planted you.
The greatest growth in the Christian faith has come from people just like you who shared their faith with people just like them. The greatest growth in the church isn’t from the work of people like Billy Graham but from the work of people like you who heard the Gospel message and shared it with a friend, multiplied by millions. All church growth experts will tell you that the most effective way to grow a church is by individual members inviting friends and neighbors. Evangelism Explosion calls it not addition but multiplication. One invites two, two invite two, and away you go.

There are a couple of conditions that must be met though, if we are to be witnesses for Jesus. In the first place there must be a change in us that is easily seen, and in the second place we must never forget that Jesus does the soul winning, we just introduce them to Jesus.


If our lives are not noticeably better than our brother’s or neighbor’s then we won’t have a leg to stand on, our witness won’t matter. What I mean by “noticeably better” is that Jesus must have made such an impact in our life that it shows by the way we treat others and by the priorities we set. Christians aren’t perfect by any means, but we are always trying to live by the Lord’s codes and not the world’s values. We try to treat each other as we believe Jesus would have us do, as Jesus is doing for us. One way that might play itself out is by your willingness to take second place. A true disciple of Jesus models his or her life after Jesus and therefore thinks sacrificially. You don’t try to beat someone into the line at Wal Mart but invite them to go first. I don’t let my frustration bubble over when the person checking out in front of me takes a few moments to chat with the checker or doesn’t have their method of paying ready. (I say “I” because just last week I wanted to tell the lady in front of me in the speedy checkout to “move on”, but I stifled myself.) Sacrificial living isn’t natural, but is something we intentionally practice as we keep our eyes on Jesus. If we are no different then it will seem to others that Jesus made no difference in our lives and won’t make a difference in their lives and they won’t be interested.

And the second condition for an effective witness, especially to those who know us best, is that we are comfortable letting Jesus win them through us. Andrew didn’t argue the merits of Jesus with Peter. Philip didn’t argue with Nathanael when he complained that nothing good could come out of Nazareth. They just said, “come and see” for yourself. And when they came to see, Jesus asked them, “What do you want?” That may seem like an odd question from Jesus. But really, the Gospel always relates to our wants and needs, our longings. The most basic need and want that we all have is peace and hope. Only in Christ can we find the peace that passes understanding and the hope that is sure.

And maybe there is one other thing that this story tells us about witnessing, we can’t be good witnesses about someone we don’t spend time with. They spend time with Jesus! If we spend time with Christ, the other matters, knowing that we are not the light, that Jesus is the light, and wanting others to come to know Him like we do – will just come naturally. Think about it. Amen. 
