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“Head & Shoulders, Knees & Toes”

All work for Jesus!

Romans 13:8-14
December 2, 2007

Where in the world did 2007 go? It seems just a few weeks ago it was April and Easter was coming. Now Christmas is just a few weeks away followed immediately by 2008…and away we go again. Sometimes I feel like I must have been asleep and missed a few months, like Rumplestilskins. Do you feel that way? Time is flying!

In the first eleven chapters of Romans Paul does a masterful job of defining the human situation and clarifying the magnificent gift of grace God has given us in Christ Jesus. What Christ did for us, what Christ does for us now. Step by step he defines the theological doctrines of our faith. Chapter 12 then takes the next logical step and gives us practical guidance in how to live out our faith. And Chapter 13 is an encouragement, even a plea, for us to live out our faith in such a way that the world will see Jesus reflected in the way we live.
Jesus saved us, made a place for us in His Father’s house, but left us here for the time being because this world is a major battleground for souls and we alone have the key to saving them. One day we will join the great company of saints in heaven but right now we have a very important work to do here.

Every day people struggle through life with little hope of it getting better. The poor get poorer, the hungry struggle to survive. Even the wealthy who seem to have everything find that something is missing in their lives that all the stuff in the world can’t seem to satisfy. They have everything, but they don’t have any hope beyond their health, their life. Every day rich people and poor people die without Jesus. And as the population of the world grows so does the problem.

When people are without hope people will do just about anything, even sacrifice their own lives to inflict pain on others, that’s how down and out they are. Most of the problems of this world can be traced back to greed by the haves and frustration by the have nots.

Jesus has empowered us to bring people hope, to give them purpose, to empower them to be who God created them to be. Jesus gave us the gift of eternal life and the Holy Spirit, and He gave us the exalted title of missionary disciple to the lost. Take care of the sheep, He says. It isn’t an easy job, but it is ours as long as we live here!
Today we start a new Christian year, and on this very first Sunday in Advent, before we begin to read the birth stories of the Messiah, we are reminded by all our Bible readings that our Lord is coming back and we need to be ready.

Isaiah 2 tells us of His reign in the last days, how He will judge the earth, how He will finish God’s work to reclaim this fallen world setting right everything that is wrong.

In Matthew 24 Jesus tells us that no one can know the hour when He will return. Even while Jesus was with us He didn’t know. Jesus tells us the day He returns will be just like today. People will be doing normal things completely unsuspecting His return. As His disciples we must be doing His work as if this afternoon at 5:00PM sharp He will return. We will be considered “faithful and wise” if, when Jesus returns, He finds us busy taking care of His business as disciples of His are supposed to do. If He finds us sleeping on the job…well you read it for yourself in Matthew 24:51, it isn’t pretty.
In Romans 13 Paul warms us about sleeping on the job. You do know what our job is don’t you? If you are in doubt just read Romans 12. He clearly gives us our job description. In summary he says we are to be “living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God”.  (To sacrifice is not usually natural or easy. To be a sacrifice usually hurts.) We are to no longer “conform to the pattern of this world”. The Message translates that line this way, “Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking.” Our culture isn’t all bad to be sure, but much of what is considered acceptable in our culture is not acceptable to Jesus. Live, as well as you can with His help, like Jesus. Use the gifts and talents and blessings God has given you to help this world that needs help more now than it did when Jesus walked with us.


In Romans 13:11 Paul says that we are a people who understand the world we live in, all the inequities, struggles, disappointments, and the damage Satan is doing around us, because we came out of that world and live in and surrounded by that world. And because of Jesus we also understand the way God wants us to live in this world, showing God’s love, sharing the Good News (with words if we have to), being good citizens, treating others with respect and love. We are to live out our faith, and that will mean sacrifice.
But many of us are not doing a very good job of living out our Christian faith. It is almost as if we are asleep while the world perishes. We slumber while the world around us cries for help. Yes, we do! We do it when one of our own begins to struggle with the load they are carrying, we see their struggle, and just go on our way, asleep to their need. We sleep on the job when we know one of our fellow employees is struggling with some emotional or physical challenge and we do nothing, rationalizing our lack of attention by thinking their struggle is none of our business. Bringing some measure of peace to struggle is our business! We may not be so much asleep as avoiding.
Two other stories in the Bible come to mind as we think about sleeping disciples, Jonah trying to escape from God, and the disciples of Jesus sleeping while Jesus prays for God’s help to face the cross.

Jonah was trying to sail away from God, to ignore God’s command to go to the lost people of Nineveh and bring them the good news. (He was trying to keep from doing his job.) God sent a storm to engulf the ship. The sailors had done everything in their considerable expertise to get the ship through the storm. But it was obvious to them that if the storm didn’t let up they were going to sink and drown. They prayed to whatever God may have been offended while the man who knew which God was in control of the storm slept below. Are we sleeping below while the world around us is drowning in the sea of sin? Too often the answer to that is “yes”.
Jesus and his disciples climbed the hill to the garden and there He asked his disciples to be His first line of defense as He went aside to pray for God’s strength to face the cross. But what did they do? They slept! If they had stayed awake maybe they would have been more prepared for the events that followed. Maybe they wouldn’t have run. I know there are times when I should have been prepared but I wasn’t because I wasn’t paying close attention, and I wasn’t talking to the Lord. I was sleeping on the job.
If Christians all over the world were to awaken from their slumber and begin living for Christ we would completely change the world. If we St. Timothy Christians were to wake from our insensitivity to the needs of our immediate community, the people who live right here in Bedford, and start finding ways to serve we would reach many with God’s love and maybe improve a lot of lives. If you and I were to begin treating our family, our spouses and children as Jesus would treat them, living out His love for them, we would revolutionize our family relationships. I know that you and I have made some efforts to be faithful to the Lord, but I also know that most of our efforts have been half-hearted.
The last half of Romans 13 warns us about sleeping on the job, warns us that our time is running out. Paul points out that Jesus is coming back and it is sooner now than it was. The work of Christ, our work, needs to be done. We were saved for this service. He warns us that our enemy is sowing his seeds of corruption and never sleeps. And he assures us that the lifestyle Jesus shows us will make a meaningful difference in the world around us. Through our work many will find salvation. Through our words many will discover how great it is to have God’s Spirit for support. Many will find how nice it is to have friends like you, friends they can count on.
There is a song we sing in weekly chapel that may say this better than I can, it is called “Head & Shoulder, Knees & Toes”. It goes like this, “Head and shoulders, knees and toes, knees and toes, knees and toes. Head and shoulders, knees and toes, all work for Jesus.” If you have clothed yourself with Jesus then from head to toe you will do your best to let Him shine out to others. And when He comes you will be doing what a disciple does. And He is coming! Amen.
