“Undershepherds for Jesus”

II Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12
November 4, 2007

Just the other day one of our newer members remarked “this church does so much, so many different things that it is amazing”. I hadn’t really thought about how many different things we do in any given month, but he is right, we do a lot of things. And my response to him that we are always looking for something more to do is indicative of our effort to bring our people closer together, more like the family that we are.

The Men’s Fellowship fall campout was a lot of fun, and the time spent with my men friends just jawing was more than worth giving up a weekend, it was truly special for me.

I really enjoyed Meet Me at Luigi’s. I bought a table on opening night for the whole family. The food was nice, but the fellowship and the performance of our friends was a hoot. A great time was had by all, even my grandchildren thought it was “cool”. I can’t wait for the next play. We are so fortunate to have a drama team so talented. 

I had to miss our dance lesson last Sunday night. I really hated
to miss. It’s fun and the outreach to the community is surprisingly good. More than half the sixty or so people who attend don’t normally come to St. Timothy. Not only is it fun but this could turn out to be a good outreach for our church.

This afternoon at 2:00 pm I am going to join you as we take a little stroll for NEED and world hunger. I’m planning to bring my new puppy too. I’m going to wear my red St. Timothy shirt and carry a St. Timothy banner. I want people to know where I’m from because St. Timothy seems to be one of the best kept secrets in the Mid Cities. We’ve got to change that!

All of these things, and many, many more, are good, wholesome Christian activities for our church and our people. I wouldn’t have it any other way, except maybe have more of them.


But ….. here, in the salutation of Paul’s letter to the church at Thessalonica is a subtle warning. It is very easy for us to evaluate our church, or any church, based on what that church can provide for me and my family, how that church meets my needs. What we get out of the church. Every secular organization or service is evaluated by us with the same criteria, what can this do for me, what value does this have for my family? But the church is not just another secular club or service, the church is “in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ”. We must be very careful that we don’t fall into the trap of thinking and acting as if the church is here to serve us. It is not! We are here to worship and serve God and our Lord Jesus Christ. Service is a natural outgrowth of our obedience to Christ, but not our primary function. We are before all things the church of Jesus Christ, the people of God called to worship God, glorify God, and spread the Good News of God. What we “get out” of the church should not be our focus, but what we “can give to God through St. Timothy”, that should be our focus. We will get blessings, we will find fellowship, but these are the results of worshipping and obeying God.

Your pastors and the elders and deacons of St. Timothy form the front line of defense for our calling. They keep us on track. They direct our feet to the Lord’s narrow path. They insure our fidelity to the Lord’s will. These are the people chosen by you who will set the path of our church and shepherd our many existing ministries and the formation of many others. This small group of men and women are the undershepherds for Jesus. They will guide this flock. They will protect us from the wolves. They will lay down their lives for you. (I wouldn’t try to count the number of times I have seen your leaders lay aside their own preferences and comfort zones to do what they believed Christ was calling St. Timothy to do.)

I want to point out six observations about the Thessalonican church that made it a church Paul would “boast” about. Six easily seen traits of a church that is being the church God intended. Six traits that must always be characteristics of St. Timothy.


1. A community rooted in God’s grace, God’s love, and God’s election. “God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8) Our root, our core, our foundation, our reason for being is God’s grace, love and election. We have no other reason for being.

2. A community committed to Jesus Christ. His will and His word are the foundation we build on, the focus of everything we do, and the hope we live with.


3. A community empowered by the Holy Spirit. This is surely the clearest evidence of a church that is centered on God’s narrow path. The Holy Spirit of God opens doors and provides. Things that seem unlikely or impossible happen. Wisdom is given. Strength in the most difficult of times is found.


4. A church that bears witness to the Good News of God that Jesus Christ has paid the penalty for our sins, and opened the doors of Heaven for us. A church that’s primary message is God’s love through Jesus Christ and God’s impact on our daily lives. People talk about that people with admiration. They walk the talk.

5. A community characterized by their faith in God, their love for God and each other, and their trust in God’s leadership and blessing. A community that regularly steps out in faith following God’s leadership and the wisdom of God’s chosen people.

6. A people who are clearly different. We affirm, we proclaim, we teach that Jesus Christ is the one and only way to salvation and eternal life. We hold the Bible to be the absolutely perfect revelation of God. We are a people who do not “worship” power or money or any other ideology or materialistic passion. We are not a political movement, nor are we a lobbying group or consumer advocate, we are the Church of Jesus Christ with Christ’s values and Christ’s goals.

This is our “job description” written by God. These are the characteristics by which God will judge St. Timothy. These are the men and women you have chosen and are trusting to help us stay on God’s path. To God be the glory! Amen.
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