God Is Willing!
Luke 18:1-5
    Have you ever said or thought something like the following? “God doesn’t have time for my little problems.” “If I prayed for myself it would be selfish.” “God isn’t in the business of taking care of me and I won’t ask Him to do it.” If so, you are WRONG!

   Listen to what Jesus said about God’s desire to take care of you.

1” Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up. 2 He said: “In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared about men. 3 And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, ‘Grant me justice against my adversary.’ 4 “For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, ‘Even though I don't fear God or care about men, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won't eventually wear  me out with her coming!’ ” 
Luke 18:1-5

Luke tells us that Jesus told his disciples this story so that they would know “that they should always pray and not give up”. This story from Jesus is a story in contrasts. God is NOT like the judge and we are NOT like the widow. Let me elaborate.

 The main character in Jesus’ story is the widow. In Jesus day a woman who became a widow was completely at the mercy of family, if she had one. Most women in Jesus’ day were not formally educated but were trained by their mothers to be good wives and mothers. They had no independent means of support and no political or societal clout at all. (Not ALL women, but the vast majority.) A woman who became a widow and had no male sons was in a world of trouble.

You all know the story of Ruth, that’s her image on the stained glass window in the entry. Ruth’s mother-in-law Naomi was a widow and had lost both her sons. She returned to her home country because there she had some distant relatives who might help her. Otherwise she was destined to become a street beggar.

The widow in Jesus story had no relationship or inside track with the Judge. She had no power to persuade him of anything. She had no authority or standing in the community. In essence she had little hope of persuading him to do anything for her.

That is her, NOT us! We are not like the widow, we are sons and daughters of God. Romans 8:16 says, “The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.” You don’t get any more connected than that! He is our father who loves us. His love imparts to us power and value and every reason to believe that God will answer our prayers. We don’t need to persuade or pester God. He, as our Father, wants to give us good things.

God is NOT like the judge! The judge didn’t care about anybody. God cares about all of us. We are not His little problem, we are His beloved children. To come to Him with our concerns and needs isn’t selfish of us but normal for a child to do. Would you want your children to go through their days struggling with a problem and never ask you for advice or help? Of course not! 

When Sheila and I were young marrieds we wanted to be independent, stand on our own new family feet, work through our problems without parental help. But I was just barely making enough to keep us afloat. My parents got so much resistance from me that they began to slip financial help to us through Sheila. And every once in a while they would drop by with several big bags of groceries because “they had gone grocery shopping and all the best deals were “two fers” and they didn’t need two, so they just brought us the other”. Right!  God is in the “business” of taking care of all His creation and that includes us. To ask Him for His help pleases Him.

Do you enjoy giving your children gifts? Your grandchildren gifts? Of course you do! And it is especially enjoyable to give our children gifts when they have done something that makes us proud of them. God is exactly the same. In Leviticus 26 we read that God blesses those who “follow my decrees”. Deuteronomy 28 says the same thing. God is ready and willing to answer our prayers, but it is important for us to give Him the respect He is due. We don’t have to be perfect sons and daughters of God, just sons and daughters trying to be good sons and daughters. If there is a “secrete” to getting God’s help it might be this. But my experience has been that God answers prayers for help even when we don’t deserve them. I have come to believe that it gives God great joy to bestow resources and power on His children. It is almost as if God is saying, “What good are my resources if I don’t have anyone to share them with? Just give me a reasonable amount of cooperation and I will pour out my blessings on you.” 
Think about those statements I shared with you at the beginning of this sermon. “God doesn’t have time for my little problems.” “If I prayed for myself it would be selfish.” “God isn’t in the business of taking care of me and I won’t ask Him to do it.” Think of how brutal that would sound if they represented the attitudes of a human father. “I’m busy at the office. I don’t want to hear about your lost bike or unfair teacher”. Don’t bother me with your personal needs. I want to take care of everyone but you. If you really love me you’ll survive on bread and water. Sure I’m rich, but there’s no reason I should give you anything. Back off.”
Good father don’t talk like that! Now, take your fatherly feelings or motherly feeling for your children and multiply them many times over and you may have a tiny inkling of how your heavenly Father feels about you and your prayers.

Jesus says, if the judge who does not care about anybody or anything will give to the widow who has no status then how much more will God give to you His precious child! No one’s voice sounds sweeter to God than yours. Your prayers are POWERFUL! God is ready and willing to answering them. What in the world are you waiting for?

