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I feel like a scratched record that keeps repeating! The message today is the same message I have brought you several times recently, different verses but the same message, “tell somebody about what God has done for you through Jesus Christ.” Tell somebody. Spread the Good News that saved you. Don’t keep it secret. I hate to beat what may be a “dead horse” but I can’t help it. God keeps giving me the same message to give to you!

As most of you know I preach from the Common Lectionary. The Common Lectionary was developed by theologians many, many years ago to help preachers use the entire Bible for their sermons and not just a few favorite parts of the Bible. I use the Common Lectionary, not because I have a favorite Bible book but because I have no favorites, the whole Bible is my favorite, so I have a hard time deciding where to preach from next. I let the Common Lectionary guide me. I trust that God is using this plan of reading in the same way He used men in the past to write the books of the Bible. If I am repeating a message it is because God is repeating the message. Maybe God believes we are not getting His message and He isn’t going to move on to something else until we do. I don’t know!

So here we go again! In our Old Testament reading from II Kings 5 we read the story of the healing of Naaman, the commander of the army of the king of Aram. Naaman suffered from leprosy. The prophet Elisha told him to go to the Jordan River and dunk himself seven times. He didn’t want to! It seemed a ridiculous thing to do, an embarrassing thing, awkward, demeaning, insignificant. He was prepared to do something “mighty”, something costly. He almost didn’t do what the prophet told him to do, but at the urging of a trusted servant he reluctantly obeyed and was healed.

Certainly one message of this story of Naaman is “just do what God tells you to do”.  If you do what God tells you to do you will be blessed and who knows how many other people will benefit. Just do what God tells you to do! That sets us up for the next reading!


II Timothy 2:8-15 tells us to share the Good News.  Remember Jesus and what He did for you. “If we died with Him, we will also live with Him; if we endure, we will also reign with Him.” And, “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.”

As Jesus died on the cross so our sins died on His cross when we believe. We are saved from the power of death. Our job as disciples of Jesus is to “live with Him”. That means to live as if we are a disciple walking with the Lord along life’s dusty way. He speaks with us, we learn from Him, and we share what we have learned with others so that they begin to live with Jesus. As Jesus rose from the grave so we will rise to eternal life, and hopefully some of those we share with will also be with us in Heaven. As a disciple of Jesus we are not ashamed or reluctant to share “the word of truth” with others.

Do what God tells you to do. Share what God has done for you.


In the Gospel of Luke we read this story of the ten leprous men who call out to Jesus to have pity on them. Jesus tells them to “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” As they go they are healed.

In Jesus day when a person contracted a skin disease he was required by law to show himself to a priest. If the priest determined that the skin problem was leprosy then the person was immediately segregated from the community. A priest was the only person who could remove the ban and return the person to the community. That is why Jesus told them to go the priests.


When Jesus told them to go to the priest they had leprosy, like Naaman of II Kings. The story doesn’t tell us how they responded other than “they went”. I’ll bet you, people being what we are, they had a heated debate between themselves about whether to go or not. I can just see Jesus and His disciples walking on down the road as they argued the merits of the Lord’s instructions. It is up to them now, they asked, Jesus told them what to do. But, like Naaman of old, in the end they did what they were told to do. As they obeyed they were healed! NOW! I hope you get that obvious lesson. God blesses when we obey. Faith (trusting) almost always precedes blessing.  Faith is the key, not God’s ability or willingness (they are always there), but our willingness to believe.

But the focus of this story is not really on their faith but their response to Jesus’ blessing. One out of the ten returned to praise God. Evidently the other nine went directly to the priest and then home to their families. In one way they were the nine obedient and the one was disobedient. They went to the priest as instructed, and then almost surely ran home to be with their loved ones. We understand that don’t we! But the one, as soon as he realized he was healed, turned around and ran back to Jesus “praising God in a loud voice”. His priority was to say thank you, and then he would have made his trip to the priest and home to his family.

Which brings me to the question, “How do we say thank you to the Lord?” The gift we have been given by Jesus is so far greater than the gift this man received that there is no comparison. He was healed of a terrible disease, but we have been healed of a much more horrendous disease. When Jesus found us sin was rotting away our eternal lives. We were alone here and without hope. When Jesus found us we were segregated from Heaven. We were destined to spend our eternity separated from God. Leprosy is a terrible disease, but sin …. there is no comparison of the damage. How do we say thank you to the Lord for saving us from such a terrible fate?
I think this story tells us what form of “thank you” Jesus likes, and it is all revealed in this foreigner’s actions. What did he do? As soon as he realized the disease was gone, 1. He returned to Jesus, 2. He shouted his praises, and 3. He worshipped the Lord.
He returned. The Lord wants us to come back. He wants us to be with him every day. He wants us to think about him when we are away. He wants us to look forward to being with him again each day. For this Samaritan coming back to Jesus was his first priority. The Lord wants us to make being with him our first priority. Considering what He has done for us is that too much to expect? Can you think of a better way to say “thank you”?
As the former leper made his way through the crowd he signaled his approach with shouts of praise. Just a few minutes before the leper would have gone out of his way to be invisible, now he goes out of his way to be seen and heard. What was he doing? Witnessing! Testifying! Letting his joy show. Jesus had given him his life back. Jesus has given us our life back too, and the life He has given us will never, ever end. And the exciting thing is that Jesus wants to give what He has given us to every singly human being. The former leper was sharing his blessing with anyone who would listen. Shouldn’t we do the same? The former leper was bubbling over with joy at his at his new life. Why aren’t we?
I think part of our problem is that we live in a world where everyone is diseased, it is the norm. And the gift that Jesus has given us will be most dramatic when we leave this diseased world. We are already blessed with perfect health, but don’t yet experience it. If we could somehow get our minds wrapped around the truth of our situations we might be more like this former leper, just too happy to keep quiet. Think about what God has done for you! Let the reality of His gift soak in. You will live forever. Not only that but you will live forever with no pain, no sorrow or suffering. You will live forever, serve the Great God of all creation in the most perfect and satisfying way forever, and do it with other people who you will know and love and who will love you. It will be perfect forever. This is the gift God has given you.

So, do what this man did. Return to the feet of Jesus every morning to say thank you. Praise Him and His gift of eternal life so that all those other people who are sick will hear you and see your joy and want to go to Jesus themselves. And of course, worship! This is what this day is all about, worship. Adore God! Offer yourselves once again. Sing His praises. Rededicate yourself to loving obedience. In John 14:21 Jesus says, “Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me.” In John 15:9 Jesus continues the thought with these words, “As the Father has love me, so I have loved you. Now remain in my love. If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s commands and remain in His love. My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.”
Hanna Sain and Kayleemarie Belland come to see me from time to time during the week. Well, actually they come to see my cookie jar. But that’s O.K. It tickles me to see the sparkle in their eyes as they see my Noah’s Ark cookie jar. And when Hanna, mouth full of cookie, says … well I’m not sure what she says but she is trying to say “thank you”, it just tickles my innards. And Kayleemarie’s little “tatu” is precious to my ears. God loves our “thank you’s”. One of these days Hanna or Kayleemarie is going to come into my office and bring with them a friend. And when that happens I will be so pleased. I have plenty of cookies and there are more where they came from. My pleasure is just a shadow of God’s pleasure when we say to Him, “Thank You Lord!”
