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There are two strong themes that run throughout the Bible, (1.) Love God & (2.) Love each other.

Those two themes present themselves in many ways; trust God and take care of each other, trust in what God has given you and use it wisely to help each other, follow God’s leadership and everyone will be blessed, and other ways we might see this common theme of loving God and others.

These three readings God gave me for today carry on that universal bible theme of loving God and loving each other. Here is a synopsis of what God says to me when I read them all together, starting with Jeremiah, then on to I Timothy, then Luke. “God has a plan for us. He will work His plan! If we trust Him He will take care of us even though the situations we are in seem dire. He has already given us everything we need to be safe and successful. Our challenge is to use what He has given us in a way that pleases Him.” Let me share with you what I have heard.

We find Jeremiah under house arrest. He has been vocal about King Zedekiah’s lack of Godly leadership and the nation of Judah’s general unfaithfulness to their God, and has predicted that God will bring down punishment upon their heads. Sure enough, Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, is marching his invincible army toward the tiny kingdom of Judah. The handwriting is on the wall.

But God gives Jeremiah another glimpse of the future and a command that in the light of his present situation doesn’t make sense. The nation of Judah is about to be conquered. Everybody will loose everything, they will all be taken as slaves to Babylon where God says they will remain for seventy years. God says He will not change His mind. And yet God tells Jeremiah to expect his cousin Hanamel to come and pressure him to buy his land, and God says when he does, go ahead and buy it. While Jeremiah is thinking about this Hanamel comes and puts the squeeze on Jeremiah to buy this parcel of land. In obedience to God Jeremiah buys the land in a perfectly legal transaction with witnesses, and has the deed placed in a safe deposit jar. He does it because God also told him that in time things will change and the land will be valuable again.

Think about that for a minute because God is still doing that very thing with us at St. Timothy and maybe with you in your particular situation. This story tells us to trust God even when what God seems to be telling us to do doesn’t make much sense in the current situation. God told us to begin a contemporary worship even though we didn’t have the funding and it wasn’t for all of us. God revealed His desire for us to reach out to that segment of our community. God promised His blessings. And so we stepped out in faith that God would make it work.

God may be telling you to do something that is very intimidating to you. Since this story is about investing I will tell you my tithing story. When I first became aware that God wanted me to begin tithing, my first reaction was “you have got to be kidding”. It was a challenge for me to just keep my financial obligations current, much less volunteer to give money away. Now God was telling me to take ten percent right off the top before I started paying bills. I would like to tell you I had tremendous faith and started tithing immediately, but that’s not the way it was. I struggled with God for a time. Then I tried to compromise with God, “How about 3% God? I will slowly increase it. Let me ease into tithing.” But God doesn’t compromise and eventually I gave in, and God blessed my reluctant faithfulness. I would never consider reducing my tithes and offerings, I couldn’t afford to miss His blessings.

The story also tells us that God will confirm His instructions in some way. We will see positive affirmation as we begin to obey. I know you have been following our weekly attendance figures. I know you have noticed that most Sundays our attendance count is over 200. This is the first time this has happened in more than two decades. Affirmation! I believe the next affirmation will be the funding to keep this ministry healthy. God always blesses obedience!
But you must notice in this story from Jeremiah that Nebuchadnezzar’s army still trounced Judah and the nation went into slavery for 70 years. When things seem to be going bad for us we must never give up. God doesn’t promise us that obedience will be easy. In fact we will usually find that obedience makes things more difficult. God will bless in His own time and His own way. We may have to wait a while!
In I Timothy 6 Paul reminds us that one of the greatest blessings God will give us is Godly contentment. Godly contentment has nothing to do with financial security although we often connect contentment (happiness) with money. Paul reminds us that we didn’t bring anything into this world and we are not going to take anything out with us, everything we have is temporary. God will give us everything we need, but not necessarily things we want. I might want a flat screen, high definition television but God isn’t likely to give me one, He has much higher priorities. Doesn’t mean I won’t eventually be able to have one, but it won’t come from Godly intervention.

When we focus to heavily on getting rich and loving the money that helps us add to our stash of things we get caught in the trap of the devil. Money isn’t evil, things are not in themselves evil, but a focus on money and things takes our eyes off of God, makes us self-centered like the rich man in Jesus’ parable, and disappoints God. We replace our main reason for being, loving God and others, with taking care of ourselves. We begin to fear loosing what we have. We never have enough. Paul says when we allow money and what it can buy to become most important it will bring us more grief than anything. If we trust God, use what He has given us in responsible ways, and resist the temptation to hang on to as much as we can God will bless us with enough.
Jesus tells us a parable about a man who had just about

everything a person could ask for. He was rich, he was comfortable, “he lived in luxury every day”. Life was good for him. Somehow this man had either never learned or had forgotten that everything we have is a gift from God. Somehow he failed to understand that God doesn’t give us wealth and health so that we can selfishly hoard it. Those of us who are so gifted by God are expected to use some of those gifts to help others, and it isn’t difficult to find people who need our help.

In Jesus’ story the beggar was laid at the rich man’s gate every day. It wasn’t like the rich man didn’t know he was there, he would trip over him when he went out. You and I know the needs around us! We know the needs of our church, we know the needs of our community.
What is the moral of Jesus’ parable? The story says the beggar Lazarus died and went to heaven and the rich man died and went to hell. The moral seems to be that God gave us riches and expects us to use a portion of those riches to help God bless those who have little. The moral seems to be that failing to share our abundance threatens our eternal life….But wait, that can’t be the moral of Jesus parable. Salvation is not works related. Salvation and eternal life in heaven is a gift of God, not something we earn.
I think the moral of Jesus’ story is that this rich man never knew God’s grace to begin with, if he had he would have helped Lazarus. He would have used his resources to help the beggar have a better life. He had ignored God’s word.

As Christians we can’t ignore God’s word. We can’t not know God expects us to be generous with our resources. We have the Holy Spirit of God living in our hearts and minds. As we build our own wealth we will struggle with the idea that we are “living in luxury every day” while many are going hungry. God will never allow us to experience His perfect peace until we trust Him and extend a helping hand.
“God has a plan for us. He will work His plan! If we trust Him He will take care of us even though the situations we are in seem dire. He has already given us everything we need to be safe and successful. Our challenge is to use what He has given us in a way that pleases Him.” So that one day, not too far away, we will stand on Father Abraham’s side of the void and the Lord will say, “Well done good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!” (Matthew 25:23)
