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“Labor & Delivery”

John 3:5-8
(Inspired by the birth of a new baby and Calvin Miller’s little book “The Table of Inwardness).

As I write this Stefanie Steele Galchutt awaits the events that will bring into this world she and Josh’s new baby. Her water has broken and the labor and delivery nurses are doing what they do in anticipation of the birth. Josh is doing his part too. He waits by Stefanie’s side, uneasy with this process that he can’t control, uneasy to be a helpless bystander in what he knows will be a substantial struggle for his wife.

But none of this touches the baby in Stefanie’s womb. He lies curled there in the darkness warm and snuggly and completely satisfied, life is good, a little crowded lately, but good. He is completely unaware of the drama that is about to occur. If we could talk to him and ask him if he would like to proceed with this drama he would almost surely reject our offer. He would reject it because he doesn’t know how it will feel to discover a world around him that is beyond his imagination. (Hummm, death is like that for us isn’t it?) He doesn’t have any idea how much fun it will be to crawl and toddle and one day run free in the sunshine. He doesn’t know what it will feel like to be tickled and hugged and loved with a love that would die for him. (Hummm, Heaven might be a little like that.) In just a matter of hours now, (which means nothing to him), he will discover a new world where he can stretch out his little legs and arms and make a racket he didn’t know he had in him. He will be free in a way he couldn’t have dreamed of, but he will also discover that life isn’t always snuggly.

In a way the second birth, being born again, is very much like the first birth. We begin the process perfectly happy being the sinful creature we are. We don’t know anything else. But at the same time we begin to sense this sinful life we live is getting “cramped”. We hunger for something better, a freedom that we can’t put our finger on, and we begin to try things we hope will satisfy this emptiness.  We buy more stuff but that relief lasts only for a little while and we are hungry again. We try new relationships but our self-centeredness almost immediately begins to sour them. Our hunger grows and with it our frustration and disappointment in this life. God is at work in us but we may not yet know it. We were created by God to commune with God. The womb of sin has held us captive but God’s Son is making us long to stretch & hunger for something better.
Who is this who troubles our world? Who is this who draws us out of darkness into a new light? In many ways he is just like us. He began this life just as you and I did, except, he chose it where we had no choice at all. He chose to experience everything you and I must experience. He lived life as fully as you and I will live it, for better or worse. And because he chose this life, but was not of this world, we get to see a glimpse of what God is really like. But because he was one of us we also get to see what God intended for us to be, before sin.
One of our hymns today celebrates His humanness. “He Lives” leads us to sing, “He walks with me and talks with me along life’s narrow way.”  Other favorite hymns focus on His humanness, “What a friend”, “Man of Sorrows”, “Put your hand in the hand of the man from Galilee”.  He is fully human, He is one of us. As we come to the table we come as friends of Jesus. As we eat of the bread and drink from the cup we do so as welcome guests of Jesus the man. We may break the bread and pass the cup but He is no less the host here than He was with His disciples on the road to Emmaus. 

But of course Jesus Christ is much more than a mere man. He is God come down! Calvin Miller calls him “the revealer of a reality that is so real it cannot be seen or touched or heard”.
 (Our reality is less real than Heaven! We see as through a stained glass window, imperfectly, blurred. Heaven will be having perfect vision, perfect senses in a world that we can’t even imagine. Jesus gives us hints of that world.)

In Christ Jesus we are encouraged, even set free, to understand that we are not simply creatures with very limited life spans and abilities, but are inhabitants of two worlds, one seen and one to be seen in due time. These bodies will cease to function one day but we will not, we will simply step over into our other eternal reality. Jesus said, “Whoever lives and believes in me shall never die” (John 11:26) We are citizens of the kingdom of God where nothing is ever corrupted and sin has no place, ever. Our true home doesn’t have clocks because time is irrelevant in heaven.
As we come to the table of the Lord you and I will come incomplete, God is not finished with us yet. In Christ we see what we can be, in fact what we will be in heaven. John says “we will be like Him”  Miller calls us “not-yet-beings” We are not yet what Christ is making us but the work has begun and as Paul said Jesus will complete His good work in His time. Every single person you will meet here and in the world out there is a not-yet-person. With that in mind I think we need to be a lot more patient and understanding of the sometimes hurtful things people around us do. They, like us, are a work in progress! This table, this Lord, reminds us how frequently we have received His blessings and how equally often we have been tight fisted with our giving.
Jesus was human like us, Jesus is perfectly God unlike us. And thank God, Jesus is all we need. He makes up the difference between what we are and what we will be. Paul said, “My God will supply every need of yours according to His riches.” (Phil 4:19) Jesus said God feeds the birds of the air and the flowers in the fields neither of which can thank Him. If He will take care of them don’t you think He will take care of you! God has taken care of our eternal destiny in Christ Jesus. The table is a reminder! And God will take care of us while we are here. The table is a reminder!
Giles Fletcher wrote,

He is a path, if any be misled,

He is a robe, if any naked be,

If any chance to hunger, He is bread,

If any be a bondman, He is free,

If any be but weak, how strong is He,

To dead men life He is, to sick men health,

To blind men sight, and to the needy wealth,

A pleasure without loss, a treasure without stealth. 

At this table we are reminded of Christ’s love for us. At this table we are once again included as beloved disciples of Jesus. At this table Jesus once again shows His unswerving commitment to His Father and to us. 
And here is the kicker! At this table we see that Jesus and the Father are one and the same. They cannot be separated. And because we are in Jesus we can’t be separated from our Father in Heaven either. Come, this is the family table! 

P.S. Welcome to this world little Zanden Joshua Galchutt!
� The Table of Inwardness by Calvin Miller, p.56


� “He Is” Dawnings: Finding God’s Light in the Darkness p. 24





