“Building on the Rock”

The teachings of Jesus
#4 Why doesn’t God just fix our problems?
Matthew 14:22-33


I have a little quote taped to my phone. It says, “I’m in the folks business, folks is funny but God loves us.” Last week I made a trek into Irvin to see some of our folks. That drive on 183 through Irvin is an interesting drive. They have been working on Airport Freeway for about as long as I have been in Texas. Roadblocks and slowdowns are normal in that area. So are cowboys who take slowdowns as a challenge to their driving skills, jerking their trucks in and out of slower traffic like bronc riders. And then you have the poor soul who is from somewhere else and just happening to pass through Dallas, Fort Worth. I got behind one of those the other day. As we passed through that new series of interchanges right before Irvin Mall he jerked his car into the right turn lane slowing fast drivers (in the slow lane) and incurring a few Texas “howdys”. He braked as if to exit, then changed his mind and pulled back into my lane. I braked and cringed expecting a crunch from the rear which thankfully didn’t come. A few hundred yards on he skipped over in to the left lane, then back to the center lane slowing again. I wanted to honk at him but I couldn’t find the horn quick enough. And then I had the forethought to look at his license plate, Arkansas. He was lost and looking! He didn’t need a honk, he needed help. Lots of people are lost and looking.

Life can be a lot like driving on a Texas freeway. Life isn’t easy! I don’t have to tell you life is complicated, challenging, and sometimes downright cruel, but it’s never easy. Don’t you sometimes wonder why? If God is really in control then why do bad things happen? People have been asking that question before Job. Today we are going to join the millions who are today asking the question “Why God?” and try to find a few answers that make some sense. But first lets do a quick recap of what we have learned from Jesus these last few week.
Three weeks ago Jesus taught is that our hearts and minds steer our actions. Therefore, healing a break in a relationship is critical.

“First be reconciled with your brother…” Matthew 5:21-26

Two weeks ago Jesus told us that getting even is not a Christian’s option. “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.”

Matthew 5:44

Last week Jesus reminded us that difficult people are sons and daughters of God too. We must do our best to heal broken relationships. If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you.” Matthew 18:15

Hurtful thoughts, anger, and difficult people! Seems to me like The Lord could make those and any other problems go away. So why doesn’t He? And for that matter, why does he allow them in the first place? Why doesn’t God just fix it?

There is no easy, simple biblical answer to that question. The first book in the bible makes it perfectly clear that bad things have been happening to people since Adam and Eve were evicted from the garden. The last book in the bible also makes it plain that bad things will continue to happen until Christ comes to set things right.


It is beyond my ability to explain why God would allow the Holocaust or the many terrible wars and natural disasters since. The bible gives us no inkling why God would allow little three year old Hanna Shumate to die under the wheels of a car while her family is on vacation, except possibly to say that we live in a fallen world that is a battleground between good and evil and that world has casualties. That is NO comfort to the millions who are suffering or to the Shumate family, or to us!

This world is not heaven and it is not hell either, although sometimes it seems a little like one or the other. This world lies between the two. All of us are here on a temporary visa from God. The bible makes it perfectly clear this life is at the least a training ground for souls and much of that training is physically and emotionally difficult.

There is a reason, Dr. James Dobson calls it “The Adversity Principle”. The Adversity Principle is that trials and tribulations strengthen us. James tells us to, “Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance” (James 1:2-3) Paul tells us something similar when in Romans 5:3-4 he says, “We also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope.”

The Adversity Principle is that hard times and challenging events produce strong people. I remember one time sitting and talking with L. C. Lowery about his life during the Great Depression. I had no idea it was that difficult, but I knew L.C. Lowery was a strong Christian man. Hard times can either destroy us or make us strong people. The reverse is also true. Easy, soft times produce weak and vulnerable people. I know it seems strange, but both James and Paul tell us to be happy God allows suffering because suffering strengthens us. The bible is full of stories about faith and adversity.

The story I chose to illustrate today’s sermon is one you all know. It is the story of Jesus and then Peter walking on a storm tossed sea. I think that in this story we will see a few reasons why God allows “storms” in our lives and why he doesn’t quickly fix things. 

Matthew 14:22-33


Did God know the disciples were in danger? Did he know of the storm? Of course he did, God reigns from heaven.  Does God know of the storms in your life and in mine? Absolutely, God reigns from heaven, nothing escapes his eye! But He waited! He waited while they struggled. He waited as their fear of dying grew. He waited as their hope was washed away in the growing waves. He waited. And as God waited those men became more and more convinced of their dependence on God and their need for a Savior. In the worst of times men and women like you and me understand as never before our dependence on God. Bad times are an opportunity for us to grow and mature in our faith, or fall away. Either way, we are never out of God’s loving sight.

Adversity is absolutely necessary for strength. Those of you who work out know the truth there. “No pain, no gain!” Several years ago I was at a local nursery and purchased a spectacular yellow rose in full bloom. I planted it in the rose garden. From that day on it looked worse and worse until it died. Nothing I could do would save it. The rose was raised in the protection of a greenhouse. It never knew adversity … until I planted it in the full Texas sun and wind. It couldn’t handle it and died. Sometimes God allows us to be beaten by the wind of trouble and parched by the sun of pain in order to harden us for a beautiful life of service.

At first it appeared in this story that Peter’s faith was going to prove strong. “Lord, it it’s you tell me to come to you on the water.” What a gutsy thing to say! The great Baptist preacher Charles Spurgeon said that anybody named rock should have known that “like a stone he would go straight to the bottom”. But Peter was demonstrating his faith. Real faith sees the potential danger but steps out when Jesus extends the invitation. And Jesus said, “Come”.

The bad thing happened when Peter took his eyes off Jesus. He looked instead at the wind and waves, and immediately thought to himself, “This is stupid, people don’t walk on water!” Fear replaced faith and he began to live up to his name, Rock. But here’s the thing, Peter was nearer his Lord when he was sinking than when he was walking. It was when Peter was in trouble that he was driven to Jesus and was closest to him. It is exactly the same with us, and at least one reason Jesus allows storms to come into our lives too.

This story doesn’t tell us this but I think Jesus was tickled with Peter when he asked permission to do something only God can do. I believe God wants us to have the strength of faith to do godly things. I think he is pleased when we try and disappointed when we fail. I think Jesus would have been disappointed in Peter if he had not tried.

We can’t be afraid to try something because something bad may happen. If what we want to do will in some way bring God glory or please God then we step out there and do our best. It is impossible to fail when God blesses the effort, unless we allow the magnitude of the challenge to overwhelm our faith in God. 
Peter began to sink when he took his eyes off Jesus, his faith in the Lord faltered in a storm tossed sea. I find in my own life the times I fail my church or fail my family are those times when I have allowed other things to take my focus from time with the Lord. All too often we get real intimate with Jesus when the storms are raging around us, and are hardly on a first name basis any other time.
Hard times are going to come to all of us. We can’t escape them. Why don’t we invest our time in “hard time insurance” with Jesus just like we do life insurance? Then when the hard times come we will be prepared.

In John 14:15 Jesus prays for us, listen: “My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.” God wants to help us, that is why Jesus prays for us. But to have his help we must first believe he will help. Then we must decide to work with God, wherever we are to join forces with the Lord, learning from him, trying to live like him and accepting his forgiveness when we can’t. Then getting up and trying again.

Do you know who Charles Blondin was? He was a funambulist who lived in the mid nineteenth century. A funambulist is a tight rope walker. Blondin was obsessed with the idea of walking a tight rope across Niagara Falls and was the first to do it on June 30, 1859 before a crowd of over 100,000 people. He continued his stunt for years. Story goes that in 1860 the Prince of Wales attended one of Blondin’s crossings. Blondin was a great showman and would get the people all worked up before he walked. On this particular day he announced he was going to walk the 1100 feet across Niagara Falls with his manager on his shoulders. Did the people think he could do it? YEA! They screamed. Then Blondin upped the anti. “I’m going to walk across Niagara Falls with my manager on my shoulder and I am going to push a wheelbarrow. Do you think I can do it?” “YEA!” They screamed. “Who would like to ride in the wheelbarrow?” He screamed. Silence. Faith is being willing to ride in the wheelbarrow.

Sometimes we are not given the option of “riding in the wheelbarrow. Sometimes we find ourselves in situations that are frightening and we wonder how God could allow us to get in this place. Just remember when that happens, God may not let us off but he will never let us down. Psalm 73:23 says “Yet I am always with you…I am your strength.”
