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“Which Side of the Fence?”
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I suspect that every one of you here today would agree that it is never right or good to exclude someone because they are of a different skin color. I was raised in a typical white Anglo-Saxon Protestant family in the deep South. I am still a WASP and always will be. I was born this way!

The town where I was raised was deep in the heart of prejudice. Excluding people different from us WASPs was our lifestyle. Blacks, Mexicans, Asians, Yankees all were considered undesirables. We were so prejudiced against anyone who wasn’t like us that we couldn’t even see our prejudice, we were blind to our prejudice, it was the way things were.

I saw racial prejudice in my parents. I didn’t like what I saw, I worked to avoid prejudice, I didn’t say words that reflected prejudice, but nevertheless I was prejudiced. It took forty years and a seminary experience to show me my prejudice. I hated what I saw! I had fooled myself all those years. And the sad thing is you can’t just take off prejudice like a dirty shirt and throw it way. Prejudice is like a skunk’s smell, it takes a lot of scrubbing to make it go away. I’m still scrubbing and probably always will!


We live in a world that is doing a lot to make prejudice a thing of the past and that is good. We are not there yet, won’t be in my lifetime, might never be fully without prejudice. But we are trying. But when humans try to change a human pattern without Godly help we almost always swing toward the other extreme, which often causes even worse problems.


For instance, the twenty-first century may go down in history as the age of “multicultural inclusiveness”. Sounds good, sounds right, but as usual the pendulum is swinging too far the other way. We all know that a lot of people are on the margins of society. They are there because of their color. They are on the margins because of their ancestry. They are on the margins of society because of their gender or sexual orientation. They are on the margins because of many reasons, but they are out there.

Multicultural inclusiveness is about bringing them in. M.I. preaches that to bring them in we must validate who they are and what they believe. We only exclude them when we highlight their differences or question their beliefs.

We want to be an inclusive community treating everyone equally. Jesus himself condemned people who give favors to one class of people and take advantage of or ignore another. We want equal treatment and respect for all people. We want to be graceful. We want to be a place where anyone can come and feel right at home. A place where the things that normally divide us don’t matter.

However, the philosophy of M.I. demands that we accept everyone’s beliefs, claims and lifestyles as equally valid as any other. M.I. forcefully teaches that it is unacceptable for us to criticize or question other people’s beliefs or lifestyles. Multicultural inclusiveness teaches there is no ultimate truth, but many thruths, all equal, all valid, and to take a firm stand for a single truth is narrow minded prejudice. They call it “the new tolerance”.

I want to help you see today that multicultural inclusiveness sounds right and even biblical but in fact is a lie that has as it’s goal to destroy your faith and your witness to the world, preventing anyone else from eternal life. This lie looks like a rose but has the stench of hell all over it.

The foundational principle of multicultural inclusiveness is the assertion that there is no absolute truth. M.I. asserts that absolute truth is prejudice in disguise. If that is true then Christianity is at best a nice way to live, and at worst a terrible lie that excludes many. My task these next few weeks is to prove to you that there is absolute truth and that Truth is Jesus Christ. My objective is to lead you to be as certain as I am about what the Christian faith says. Christianity asserts there is absolute truth and that truth is Jesus Christ and all other so called “truths” miss the mark. My task is to convince you that truth is not subjective but objective, and that the Truth of Jesus Christ is the only Truth worth building your life around.

Critics say that we Christians are narrow minded, pig brained idiots who just want to drag others into our prejudiced way of thinking. In fact, the Truth of Jesus Christ has at it’s heart encouragement of community, peace and harmony between all peoples. Christianity at it’s core is open and loving to every race, nation, class, gender or lifestyle. (Some Christians are not, but the faith is.) That does not mean that the Christian faith “embraces” all things, but it does mean that the Christian faith always tries to shed Godly light on the truth and do it in a compassionate caring way.

There is but one truth, Jesus Christ! He is the very embodiment of truth. And if he was anything he was intensely relational. He had compassion and love for everyone, even his most severe critics. To be like Christ is impossible for us mortals but a wonderful lifetime ambition. To love others as much as you love yourself is Godly and Christ-like.

There are many religions, each seeking to worship their god, but there is only one true God and one Truth, Jesus Christ…. I suspect that many of you just felt a little twinge of uneasiness when I said that. You would prefer some “wiggle room” and that statement doesn’t give you any. But the truth is the truth, everything else isn’t truth. There is no wiggle room in truth. It either is or it isn’t.

There is a saying among builders, “We will build that wall true and plumb.” “Plumb” is a term that means perfectly straight up and down, not leaning either direction. In the Old Testament book of Amos 7:8 we read, “…the Lord said, ‘Look, I am setting a plumb line among my people Israel; I will spare them no longer.’” A plumb line reveals vertical truth and structural integrity. A wall that is perfectly vertical is stronger than a wall that is leaning even slightly. The lean is steadily pulling the wall down. God’s plumb line measures our vertical truth or lean. The plumb line reveals the truth. Jesus is God’s plumb line, and he is also God’s truth.

A wall that is true is straight, it does not wander, it does not vacillate back and forth. A wall that is true meets exacting standards, it is not only straight but solid, and plumb. To be true and plumb is not a subjective call, it either is or it isn’t.

If I build a fence and I built it crooked or leaning…out of compassion you might be tempted to say to me “my that is a very nice fence”. But your compliment would be a lie and that lie would not help me to do a better job next time, or to settle for what I have. Sometimes an out of plumb, out of true life is the best we can do at the moment. The good news is that God understands our failures and loves us anyhow. The bad news is that God will not let us believe that our failed life is good enough. His plumb line, Jesus Christ and God’s word, show us the ideal and challenges us to do better.

But the “new tolerance” philosophy says any wall is ok, any lifestyle is just fine, any standard just as good as any other. New tolerance says that if you cheat on your spouse that’s just fine for you and we won’t say otherwise, no matter how many it hurts. It is your choice, your standard, and we don’t have any right to judge you. I actually know of a man who left his wife and three children for another woman and now tells his Christian friends that God is blessing his new relationship. New tolerance says “If it makes you happy, it makes us happy.” Maybe, but it doesn’t make God happy!

New tolerance philosophy says that to proclaim any form of religion with it’s rules and regulations “The Way” is narrow minded, any way is a way and no way is any better than any other way, or no way at all. New tolerance is dead wrong wrapped in politically correct skin.

Moral and spiritual truth have a standard, a plumb line of perfection. Moral and spiritual truth is not simply an abstract philosophy, but is as solid as you and me. Moral and spiritual truth is not a “what” but a “who”, and that who is Jesus Christ, and he is relational to the core! James 1:16-18 says, “Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers. Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. (He is always the same, doesn’t have multiple choice right and wrong, isn’t ambiguous.) He chose to give us birth through the Word of Truth, (capitols mine) that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he created”. Jesus Christ is the truth! John 1:14 says, “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” In John 14:6 we read Jesus’ words to his disciples, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”

Next week I am going to prove to you that Jesus was and is who he says he is, the only way, the only truth, the only life eternal. Next week we are going to begin the process of plumbing and truing up our faith. We are going to be like the people of Nehemiah’s day. We are going to read from the book, making it clear and rebuild the wall of our faith until it is rock solid, true and plumb by God’s standards. We will know beyond a shadow of a doubt exactly what we believe and why it is the only truth. Amen.

