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“Financial Security God’s Way”

Verses from Proverbs

May 6, 2007


You know, sometimes we need a very practical word from God. We need to know how to handle a situation. We need to know how God would treat a situation. We need some Godly wisdom! Well, let me tell you, the book of Proverbs is just about as practical a book as there is. One of these days I am going to do a sermon series walking through Proverbs. Some really good, life application material in that book!


Several years ago there was the book The Joy of Cooking. And then there was The Joy of Flying. And then along came The Joy of Sex. That was an interesting book! I even saw an article not too long ago titled The Joy of Debt. I didn’t read it, but it had to be tongue and cheek because I have tripped lightly through debt most of my life and not once was I joyful about it. I think the worst arguments my wife and I have had were over problems with debt. Evidently we are not unique in this, experts say that 64% of married couples argue about money and 54% of divorces are caused, at least in great part, by financial tension. I would be willing to guess those numbers are conservative.


And so today, as my final sermon on stewardship for a while, we are going to look at what the wisest man who ever lived had to say about managing the resources God gives us. He ought to know, not only did God grant him his prayer for wisdom, God gave him wealth beyond our wildest dreams.


I think I have found in Solomon’s proverbs at least five principles or foundations for financial “freedom”. I use that word “freedom” because when our finances are out of control we feel anything but free, we feel in trouble, locked up, hemmed in, up against the wall. God never intended us to be in that situation, and so he gave Solomon these principles to share with us. Some of this will be a “no brainer” for some of you. But for others of us these five rules will give us some light in our financial tunnel.


The first rule is this:

1. KEEP GOOD RECORDS.
Proverbs 27:23-24 counsels, “Riches can disappear fast so watch your business interests closely. Know the state of your flocks.” How is your flock? O.K. so you don’t have a flock, but you have assets and that’s what Solomon was talking about. We have to know where our money is going. We have to keep good records and track where our money is spent. This is a simple accounting principle but it is the starting place, being aware of your financial income and outflow.


Have you every said, “I don’t know where all my money went”? I have! Solomon is exactly right, money in the pocket can leak away and we never know where it went. The great disappearing money mystery.

I am sure most of you have been given a “gift card” at some time or other. I have given them, especially to someone who is hard to buy for. I have a Visa gift card someone gave me, and I have discovered something terrible, I can’t save it for a rainy day. If I don’t spend it that little card will gradually become worthless. Each month I don’t use the card the card provider takes out a healthy service charge. In no time at all it can become just a piece of plastic in my wallet. The value just fades away!

          Proverbs 23:23 says “Get the facts at any price.”  Here are four things you must know about your money.

1. You need to know what you own.

2. You need to know what you owe.

3. You need to know what you earn.

4. You need to know where it goes.

Make a list, write it down, keep a running record. Some of you are thinking, “I don’t have time to write

all that down. I have tried keeping a record and couldn’t keep it up.” How much time do you spend worrying about your money? Money is not worth the heartburn! Set aside a little time each month to keep an accurate record of what you earned, where it must go, and who you owe.


For many years at my house we used a ledger sheet on which I listed all our creditors on the left and how much I paid them each month to the right. Since I am paid on the first and fifteenth I arranged my creditors in either the “first” section or the “fifteenth” section. Just this year Sheila drug me into the 21st century with a computerized Excel format. Doesn’t save me a bit of time, but it is prettier. Just this week I sat down at the computer, paid all our bills for the first half of the month and logged them onto the Excel form. It took me not more than 30 minutes. When I was done I knew pretty closely how much money I had to run on till the next pay period. The first rule, keep good records, know your flocks.


RULE #2: PLAN YOUR SPENDING

Proverbs 21:5 says, “Plan carefully and you will have plenty; if you act too quickly you will never have enough.”


It is important to do your best to plan your spending. (Now I realize unexpected expenses happen. I am replacing a roof right now that I did not plan to replace but a hail storm has forced.) But as much as possible we should plan our spending. Remember, financial freedom is not determined by how much you make but how much you spend. The only way you will ever get out of debt is to plan what you will spend and stick to the plan.


Notice what the second half of that verse says, “avoid impulse buying”. That’s what it means when it says, “if you act too quickly”. (Even wise old Solomon struggled with impulse purchases…he couldn’t pass up that sale on 12,000 horses and matching chariots. Which then of course led to the necessity to build a city of matching stalls.) Most of us struggle with impulse buying!


Studies have shown that the more educated you are the more shopping you do. (Huuum, my daughter must be really smart!) Circle those words “act too quickly”. Watch out for those words, “SALE” or “TEMPORARLY REDUCED MERCHANDISE”, it may be true but it is also a way to get you to make an impulse purchase. Lot of folks get cost-trophobia at the sale racks. “If I don’t buy it now it will cost a lot more later.” The best way I know to avoid most impulse buys is to leave your checkbook and credit cards at home in a safe place. Don’t carry them on you!

Proverbs 21:20 says, “…stupid people spend their money as fast as they get it!” This is another God IQ test! How smart are you? Did you know that there are actually support groups for shoppers? Shopper Stoppers, Debtors Anonymous, Sale Masters! I heard of a person who was so hooked on her numerous credit cards that she put them in a can of water and froze them in the freezer so that she couldn’t easily get them. She had to wait for the ice to melt, and as she did she sometimes rethought her potential purchase. Plan your spending and stick to the plan.

RULE #3: SAVE FOR THE FUTURE
Solomon says “The wise man saves for his future” and “He grows rich who accumulates little by little.” Did you know that the average Japanese save 25% of his income, the average European saves 18%, and the average American saves 5% of his income. Us Americans are going to live within our means even if we have to charge it!

There are two kinds of savings, short term and long term. We need to do both! Short term savings is money that you set aside for emergencies or planned spending like a vacation. Long term savings is money you set aside for the years when you will not be able to work, retirement planning. Short term savings is available when needed, long term savings should be pretty difficult to access. Short term savings is usually taxed, long term, usually tax deferred. Save for tomorrow, you will need it!

The next principle will help you save. RULE #4: ENJOY WHAT YOU ALREADY HAVE. Proverbs 21:7 says, “Indulging in luxuries, wine, and rich food will never make you wealthy.” This is the principle of contentment. Do we really need to replace something that works just fine? Probably not! The world would have us believe that the more we have and the better it is the happier we will be. But that isn’t true. If it were then the person who has the most would be happiest. You and I know a lot of people who have a lot, and most of them are not any happier than we are. They just have a whole lot more to take care of and worry about. Hebrews says “Be content with what you have!” Not easy in our American culture, but good advice.

And the last rule is I think the best of all. Best because it is God’s promise of financial security. God never breaks a promise! RULE #5: GIVE MY TITHE BACK TO GOD.  Proverbs 3:9-10 says “Honor the Lord by giving Him the first part of all your income, and He will fill your barns…to overflow!” Why the tithe, why ten percent? I don’t know! God could have said 50%. It all belongs to Him! I don’t think the percent is what matters to God. I think what matters to God is what it represents. It represents your love. We spend a large part of our life earning money, saving money, investing money, thinking about money, worrying about money. When we give it away we are giving away something that is dear to our hearts. When we give God the first part of our income we are saying to Him that He is first in our hearts.

So there you go. Not a very in depth study of financial matters, but a beginning. There are 2,350 verses in the Bible about money and possessions. More than any other topic! If you really want God’s wisdom about financial security join us the next time we offer the Crown Bible Financial Study. It could very well improve your financial security, and that’s a good thing.

God loves you! He wants you to be happy! That is why he sent his Son, Jesus Christ. Trust Him and he will guide you in even the mundane things like financial security. Amen.

