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“God’s Promise to Meet All Your Needs”

Philippians 4:13-20

April 29, 2007


Every Sunday at St. Timothy is a day of celebration of our God’s grace and love for us. We call it “worship”. Worship, whether in a traditional format or a modern format, is people gathering to thank God for his continued blessings. Worship is praise! Worship is a people’s love for God! Everything we do on Sunday in worship is done as a way of praising and honoring God. Worship is our way of acknowledging God’s sovereignty in our lives. Worship is the work of the people, your work. Every part of worship has the same focus, praising God. Every moment of worship is thanksgiving praise to God!


Today we place a special emphasis on this act of thanksgiving worship by taking time to remember where we came from and the people who paved the way for us.

Our natural tendency is to take for granted the things we have. In many ways that is good and healthy, our focus tends to be on the future, on our next goal, next challenge, next possibility, God’s call to follow Him. We don’t spend much time thinking about where we have been or even are at the moment. That is good, but we also need to take regular time out to reflect on God’s magnificent leadership through the years.


I have often thought that our Jewish brothers and sister have an advantage over us. They have this marvelous recorded history of God’s mighty acts on their behalf, and from the day they crossed through the Red Sea on dry ground they have told that story again, and again, and again. We should be a people of The Story too. Our God story certainly includes the Jewish story because their story was a God step toward the Savior and our story.

But even if we don’t go back that far, we can go back to the Nativity Story and the Gospel stories and the Resurrection Stories and God’s might acts since Resurrection. But the book of Revelation isn’t the final chapter in God’s work, even if it is the last book in the bible. God continues to do mighty acts. We have a lot of God stories too. Problem is we have a hard time seeing God at work when he’s at work. All of the books of the bible were written after the fact as people remembered how it was. We see God better when we look over our shoulders.

Paul’s letter to the Philippian church was very much an act of “looking back” and remembering. It was also a “thank you” letter because of their history of help for his ministry. In the last verse of the body of his letter, verse nineteen, Paul makes one of the greatest promises found anywhere in the Bible. Listen as I read. I am going to begin at verse 13 as Paul remembers the Philippian’s generosity. Listen to what he says about the benefits of generous living.

Philippians 4:13-19

What did Paul say? “My God will meet all your needs!” If that is true then why do people have needs? I know a lot of Christians who have some pretty significant needs. Why isn’t God meeting them? What’s the problem?

The answer is that this promise to meet all our needs isn’t a broad promise that anyone can claim as their own. We cannot take this promise out of context and try to claim it for ourselves. The context sets the parameters for the promise. In fact, every Godly promise in the Bible has a premise, a condition as a part of the promise. A little example; salvation is a free gift from God if you trust God and make Jesus Lord, otherwise there is no salvation. A promise with a premise. This promise “My God will meet all your needs” has a very important premise.

The premise is found in the preceding verses 14-18. The people of Philippi were generous with their support for Paul’s ministry. I. The premise: I must be generous to others . What did Jesus say? “Give to others, and God will give to you…The measure you use for others is the one God will use for you.” (Luke 6:38 GN) You get to decide just how generous you want God to be to you. If you obey God, giving generously, then God will meet your needs. Why should we?

What is the value of this generosity? 

1. My giving is an encouragement to others. In verses 14-16 Paul remembers in the early days of his ministry the Philippian church was the only church who supported him. He says, “It was good of you to share in my troubles…you sent me aid again and again.” Their sacrificial giving, (they were not a rich church), was an encouragement to him as he faced many obstacles in his ministry.

When you give to a specific cause or ministry, like for instance the Sain’s mission trip to Uganda of our team to Mexico, you encourage them to do their best for the Lord. When you give financially to the work of your church you encourage us to do more and greater things for God. You and I will probably never go to Uganda but through our giving we become partners with those we send. You may not have the ability to teach or preach or counsel but your contributions to your church make you a partner in the gospel.

And even more important than your participation is your attitude. Giving makes you more like the Lord! The most Christ-like thing you can do is give.

A second value of generosity is 2. My giving is investment in the future. Verse 17 says, “Not that I am looking for a gift, but I am looking for what may be credited to your account”. Jesus said God pays 100 fold interest for those who give for the gospel. That’s 10,000%! That’s a pretty good return don’t you think?

I Timothy 6 says, “Give happily to those in need…be ready to share…by giving you store up treasures for yourselves in heaven.” An investment in our eternal future.


But that investment in the future has some shorter term benefits too. Thirty-six years ago, the Spring of 1970, a small group of Cumberland Presbyterians living on the North side of Fort Worth got together to form a new Cumberland fellowship that would become St. Timothy. Many of those people are still with us today, still giving out of their hearts for God’s work. Because of their sacrificial giving we grew from meeting in a dormatory at the Boy’s Ranch into a 5400 square foot worship space, then added 3500 square feet of class rooms and restrooms, then 8400 square feet of classroom space, then a few short years ago 12000 square feet of multiple use space with an additional 9000 square feet waiting for us to develop. Over 29,000 square feet dedicated to the Lord today with the potential for over 38000 square feet when we finish the upstairs in the Christian Life Center. We have come a long way since that first day in that dusty, drafty dorm with the pot belly stove. Their giving was an investment in our future!


Our giving is an encouragement to others and an investment in the future. But there is another value to generosity,

3. My giving is my sacrifice to God. In verse 18 Paul writes, “I am amply supplied, now that I have received from Epaphrodius the gifts you sent. They are a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God”. A sacrificial giver is a beautiful person to be around! Something of the Christ radiates from them.

Giving is an act of worship, that’s why we would never omit an offering time. It is just as important as music or praying or preaching. The money is necessary of course, but the act of giving is worship and a blessing on the giver and the receiver.


There’s the premise, now II. THE PROMISE Verse 19 says, “My God will supply all your needs according to His glorious riches in Christ Jesus.” God will supply all our needs. You might call this The Believer’s Insurance Policy. This one verse tells you what God will do and where it is going to come from.


*The Source? “My God”. Not just any God but your God and Father in heaven. Circle “My” if you like. Jesus told us that when we pray we should address God as “Our Father” Our God is a personal God, he cares about us, he knows what we need. He won’t short change us. He won’t miss our need. He will take care of us. He is the source!


*The Scope? What his care includes? He assumes responsibility for “all your needs”. It doesn’t say that God “might” meet “some” of your needs, it says “will meet all”. If you meet the premise then God will keep his promise. God is going to take care of all your needs!


Now, we need to be careful here because this can be easily misunderstood and easily abused. There are some exclusions to this guarantee. (If this were a credit card application this would be in very tiny print.) But this is God and he is not interested in putting anything over on you. Here are the exclusions:


1. The Consequences of laziness. You don’t get a free ride with God! II Thessalonians 3:10 says, “If a man will not work he shall not eat.” That’s pretty plain! You can’t say, “Well my God is going to provide so I will just sit here and wait upon him.” Try that and you will get pretty hungry! We are all expected to do our best to provide for ourselves and those God gave us. Laziness won’t get you God’s blessing. And one other exclusion,


2. All our wants. “Needs” not wants! James wrote, “When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.” (James 4:3)

James is talking about selfish asking isn’t he? God doesn’t want you to be poor! But neither does God want you to be rich. God wants your needs to be taken care of, and for you to take care of others with the extra.


There’s the fine print, the exclusions.


What’s included in God’s promise?


1. All our needs.
2. Anything God would approve.

What fits within God’s approval list? I John 5:14-15 tells us “This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us – whatever we ask – we know that we have what we asked of Him.” How do we know when we are asking according to God’s will? It is important to know how God has always worked, so bible knowledge is pretty important. But you can also ask yourself if what you ask for is in any way selfish. Or is what you pray for in some way glorifying God. Those questions will give you a hit of how God may respond.


So, since God promises to take care of all our needs what does that leave us to worry about? Nothing! When we are good stewards of God’s provisions God will see that we have plenty more from THE supply. Paul says “My God will meet all your needs “according to God’s glorious riches” God’s bank never goes bankrupt. God’s resources never run out. God’s stock never goes bust. In a way Philippians 4:19 is God’s blank check for the faithful believer. And the endorsement on that check: “in Christ Jesus”. Faith in God’s Son guarantees the availability!


We are where we are and who we are as a church because we have done our best to be good stewards and trusted God to supply the rest. The evidence is all around you! If he will do this for us, he will do this for you personally. But remember what Paul said, “A stingy planter gets a stingy crop; a lavish planter gets a lavish crop. God loves it when the giver delights in the giving. God can pour out the blessings in astonishing ways.” (II Cor. 9:6)

Amen? Amen!

