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“Please, Make It Better!”

Isaiah 65:17-25 & Luke 24:1-12

Easter, April 8, 2007


“I’ll kiss it and make it better!” I’ll bet that if I took a little poll most of you here this morning would say that you can remember your mother or father saying that to you when you were little. “Let me kiss it and make it better”. My mother said that to me every time I came to her with a boo boo. Her kiss did make it better!


God’s kiss is going to make the entire world better. Through Isaiah God says to us, “Behold, I will create new heavens and a new earth.” We won’t even remember this old one. That won’t be a bad thing! This earth has some beautiful things about it, some memorable things, but a lot of it would be better forgotten and God’s promised the new creation will be so much better we wouldn’t even want to remember the old one.

Wouldn’t you like to live in a world where every child that was born would grow up to live his or her full potential? No mentally challenged children, no birth defects, no poverty, every child growing up into the person God made them to be. Wouldn’t you like to live in a world where no one went hungry but everyone had plenty? No one would have to carry a sign “I work for food”, or stand in line to get food stamps or a hand out from a food bank. A world where crops never saw drought or plagues of insects and the harvest baskets overflowed and everybody had plenty.

Wouldn’t you like to live in a world where “homeless” wasn’t even in our vocabulary? Where everyone had a place they called home, warm in the winter, cool in the blaze of summer, tight against the weather. A shelter in any storm. (We will still have storms, I think. Storms, when they don’t do damage, are beautiful, powerful things to watch. I would miss an occasional storm I think.)

Wouldn’t it be wonderful to live in a world where no infant ever died, and where to be 150 years old was the norm. One hundred and fifty and still able to dance a jig and remember, and love and laugh. Wouldn’t it be wonderful to live in a world where if someone died at 100 years old people would say, “what a shame, they died so young? That world is coming. So says the Lord!

Wouldn’t it be great to live in a world where justice always prevailed? Where peace was the norm and war was a silly idea no one took seriously? A world where we didn’t plot to hurt someone or talk badly about them behind their backs. The pop theologian and horror writer Dean Koontz wrote in his novel Brother Odd, “In this world where too many are willing to see only the light that is visible, never the light invisible, we have a daily darkness that is night and we encounter another darkness from time to time that is death, the death of ones we love. But the third most constant darkness that is with us every day, all hours of the day, is the darkness of the mind. The pettiness and meanness and hatred which we have invited into ourselves and which we pay out with generous interest.” One of these days that will not be the case! One of these days we will all not only see the light that is invisible but we will liven in it. One of these days the darkness that stalks around in our minds will be banished forever.


God through Isaiah says that day is coming. And the Gospels tell us that Jesus has started the transformation. The transformation of the body of Jesus in the tomb was the starting gun, the green flag, the zero countdown to the launch of a new era described by Isaiah centuries before Jesus.


The resurrected Jesus was not the same Jesus who died. We don’t know what the actual resurrection of Jesus looked like, no one was there to tell us. But this we do know, John tells us he saw the strips of linen that had been wound around Jesus body and packed with 75 pounds of burial spices lying there on that stone slab still intact, the spices still in the wrappings, not spread around on the floor. The cloth that had been lovingly wrapped around Jesus’ forehead was lying there on the stone right where the Lord’s head would have been, still folded as if it was on Jesus’ head. All of the evidence suggests that the old broken body of Jesus did not suddenly awaken and rise but something else happened. The old body ceased to exist and a new body took it’s place. The same will happen to us who believe.

The Jesus who died on the cross had a frail human body just like you and me. The Jesus who rose had a body that could be touched but it was anything but frail and had none of the physical limitations we have. He could be wherever he chose to be whenever he chose, and nothing, not time or space or locked doors could stop him.

The Jesus who was buried in a borrowed tomb was a broken shell of a man, his back lacerated by a whip, his forehead punctured by wicked thorns, his hands and feet destroyed by cruel spikes, his body torn by a blade. The Jesus who rose on the third day had a different body. It still bore the signs of his ordeal, like signs of love, but those wounds in no way hampered him or pained him, instead he bore them in glory.


He was the first fruit of resurrection, you and I will follow him, we who trust in him as Lord, will be the “harvest”. Our bodies will be like his. Philippians 3:20 says “our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body”.

Listen to how James Montgomery Boice describes what we are to be. He says, “We shall be like him in our bodies as well as in his traits of character. Our resurrection bodies will be better than our old physical bodies. They will not be our physical bodies resuscitated (with all the warts and wrinkles). Our (present) bodies hamper us. They tie us to earth, to habits, even to traits of character that we have inherited from our parents through their genes. They slow our thought processes. When we are sufficiently tired they carry us away in sleep. Eventually they die.


But we are to gain by that death!” Paul said, “For to me, living is for Christ and dying is even better.” (Phil. 1:21 NLT) “The resurrection body will not hamper us. The body of the risen Christ is the forerunner of our bodies, and it was and is wholly subservient to his wishes. It did not hamper him, it freed him. In that body he knew no pain, no suffering, no want, no limitations. For us there will also be freedom. There will be no want. There will be unlimited awakefulness and unlimited opportunities for service, and never, never disappointments and sorrow.”


In Isaiah God says those who love Him and obey Him will be blessed. That means we have a choice doesn’t it. If we choose to obey, God will bless, if we choose not to obey, God will not bless. Consequences! Our choices have consequences. The greater truth is that our choices have consequences now, will affect our earthly future, and echo all the way into eternity. Our human choices shape reality, we have a hand in shaping our future and the future of those we meet. Our choices bear fruit. One way or the other. That is a pretty sobering thought isn’t it? What we do matters, it makes a difference in the lives of many.


If what I say and do with you lifts you up and encourages you and helps you on your earthly journey, you pass it on. In one way or another you pass it on. Maybe in a better way than I could ever do it, maybe in a lesser way, but you pass it on.


Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die”. (John 11:25-26) “Stand firm in the Lord, dear friends, stand firm!” Live as much as you can, with God’s help, like God’s Son, and together with Jesus we will make it better. Amen.

