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“Listen for the Trumpets”

Joshua 5:13-6:5
March 18, 2007


I am blessed with a lack of foresight! Yep, blessed! If I could see how much work some things were going to be I would never attempt them. I could give you a dozen examples that have occurred right here at St. Timothy; the sprinkler installation, the rose garden remodel, the prayer garden. Those are a few of the biggies, but there are many more smaller projects that turned out to be a pain, that if I had known how much trouble they would be I would never have attempted them. Happens to me at home too. Sometimes ignorance is bliss!


On the other hand there are times when we are perfectly aware of the challenge we are facing and have determined that we have to go through it to get where we believe we should be. Seminary is one of those things every pastor must go through in order to get to the promised land of service to the Lord. To try to go around those years of learning will only handicap later service.

For you ladies childbirth is one of those challenges. Nine months of discomfort, the last two or three amazingly challenging, and the actual birth, painful. Why go through that? Love! That precious child is worth it all. So much so that you will do it again.

Many of you can see the possibilities where you work, the opportunity for a good career, a nice steady income, benefits, promotions, even eventual retirement. But right now you are looking at some challenging barriers that have to be worked through and some of them may seem daunting.

God knows how to help when we face those huge walls and bolted doors. God wants to help you. God has a foolproof plan for getting you to your Promised Land. Now, that is assuming that the land you want is the land God wants for you. Remember, in this story God had already told the people that the land over there was to be theirs. Sometimes we want something that God knows isn’t in our best interest. When that happens God doesn’t help us, might even work against us. But if what you are trying to reach is a God approved goal then the pattern for how to reach that goal is right here in this story.

How do we recognize a God approved goal? Ask yourself, “Is this goal Biblically “sanitary”? Is there any indication in God’s word that God would be displeased with this goal? Is my motivation unselfish? Will this goal better me, my family, and my Christian life? Do my mature Christian friends agree this goal is worthy? In my prayer time has God given me any indication this goal is worthy? If you can answer these questions positively and honestly then chances are your goal is God approved. (Caution: we can fool ourselves, we can selectively read God’s word to validate our position, and we can ask only Christian friends who will agree with us.) But in your heart you know if your goal is God approved. His Spirit will confirm the truth. Pay attention to the Spirit!


So, what does this story have to tell us? The city of Jericho was prime real estate in the Promised Land, it was the gateway to everything God had promised. The goal was clear, there was no question of going around Jericho, it had to be taken. It was also a huge challenge! The city of Jericho knew they were coming. The walls were unscaleable and the massive doors impenetrable. 


Joshua goes to scope out the situation. As he nears Jericho he encounters an armed man standing right in his path. The man has his sword drawn, is ready to fight. Joshua asks him if he is on their side or his side. The warrior identifies himself as “The commander of the Lord’s army” and that he is not on either side. He is not for Joshua, he is not for the City of Jericho. God doesn’t play favorites.


Right after high school I went to work for Light & Power Utilities Corporation, a lighting fixture manufacturer. The company was family owned and operated. Everyone there knew that the only people who would make management were family members. For the rest of us it was just a job. They played favorites.


It is never right to claim God on our side! God is never on our side! God is always on God’s side! If we are on God’s side then we work together, but God never works for us but with us. Joshua confessed that truth when he immediately “fell facedown to the ground and asked him, ‘What message does my Lord have for his servant?’” What do you want me to do? Whatever it is I will do it, I am your servant! If you want God to help you reach your goals then you must be on God’s side!


God never gives us direction or help until we worship him. Verse 15 says that Joshua took off his sandals because he was “standing on holy ground”. God does not help those who refuse to worship him. God is not a benevolent rich grandfather who spoils his grandchildren. God doesn’t owe us anything! We owe God all things. Worship is the only acceptable response and the prerequisite to God’s help. He is Lord and we are servants, period. You want God’s help? Worship Him!


As Joshua worshipped he asked God’s direction. “What message does my Lord have for his servant?” (V.14) God expects you to ask for his help and wisdom. Asking is a servant’s responsibility.


When I worked in the corporate world my first responsibility was to confirm what my employer expected of me. I didn’t just go to work and start my own thing. Neither do you, not for long. God expects us to ask for his wisdom and his help. He knows everything about our situation. He has unlimited resources to help us. He never fails! He always gives to those who are being obedient, worship him and ask his wisdom and help.


The commander of the Lord’s army gave Joshua clear and specific directions about what he was to do. Joshua passed those directions on to others and made certain they obeyed. I realize that we don’t often get such specific directions from God. But here is what I see we can learn from this story. We don’t know God’s plans and we don’t need to know God’s plans. All we are expected to do is be obedient. Do what you know, go where you believe God wants you to go, and keep your eyes pealed for God at work around you. God will take care of the rest.


When St. Timothy sent it’s first delegation to work in Mexico we didn’t know how God was going to use us, we just knew God wanted us to go. As we worked we watched and listened and God began to show us our next steps. Each trip was the same, go, work, watch and listen. As we were obedient God revealed more and more of his plan.

And finally, God helps those who believe he will help them and act like they believe by getting busy. Joshua instructed his leaders and marched on Jericho. He did not know how God was going to give them Jericho. He did not understand why marching and blowing trumpets was critical to God’s plan. But he did know that he could trust God. That is faith! God never helps those who sit on their tuft and wait for God to work. God gave you everything you need to do what he blesses and he expects you to go for it.

In Luke 18:27 Jesus told his disciples “What is impossible with men is possible with God.” They were talking about the difficult nature of being right with God, of gaining heaven. But then Jesus says, “I tell you the truth, no one who has left home or wife or brothers or parents or children for the sake of the kingdom of God will fail to receive many times as much in this age and, in the age to come, eternal life.”  Let me paraphrase that: “You can count on this, if you are willing to sacrifice for God, God will bless your efforts here and now, and later in Heaven.

1. Know God’s side and join him.

2. Give worship priority.

3. Asking God’s direction.

4. Do what God tells you.

5. Trust God and God will bless your efforts.

Do those five things and nothing is impossible for you.

Got it? Amen?

