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“Waiting on God”

Genesis 15:1-18a

March 4, 2007


I have titled my sermon “Waiting on God”. I’m not sure that is the best title, but I did so because in this story about Abram we see how God worked in Abram’s life and might just work in ours. A lot of what Abram did we might say he did as he waited on God.

We wait on God too! Or at least we should! All too often we make decisions and take initiative on our own. Sometimes that is good, sometimes not. “Carpe diem”, seize the day, is not necessarily a bad idea, but it is important to recognize when seizing an opportunity is appropriate or waiting on God’s wisdom is a better move. I am certain that sometimes God would want us to seize the day and other times God would want us to wait for his clear direction. I suppose our challenge is to know which.


I think it human nature to want immediate gratification, or at least quick resolution. Seizing may be easier than submitting. Leaving things “hanging” is frustrating. The rose garden remodel is a good example. We began the excavation on that little 16’ X 32’ space three weekends ago. I thought we could do it in half a day. As I write this it still isn’t completely excavated, much less rebuilt. I’m ready to plant, it is time to plant, it will begin to get hot soon, times a wasting!


I was called to ministry when I was 21 or 22 years old and began preparing for ministry when I was 45 years old. I was keenly aware that I had “lost” more than 20 years of opportunity. At least that was the way I felt about the 20 years at the time. I was anxious to get to work for the Lord. It took me 5 years to meet all the qualifications of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church to be a pastor. A wise teacher told me early in that process that my ministry was to study and prepare. I wasn’t doing what I wanted to do, I was doing what God wanted me to do. I wasn’t ready for ministry but God was getting me ready. As it turned out my 20 years of corporate world experiences helps me to understand what many of you go through every day. Helps me to be a better pastor for you.


I think that is exactly what was happening with Abram. God was getting him ready, and the people that would come from him ready to inherit the promises of God. That may very well be what God has been doing with us at St. Timothy and why we have not seemed to be moving quickly to find the right leadership for our Contemporary Worship Service.


And it may very well be what is happening to you too. I don’t know what challenges you may be facing right now.

*It may be a job that is eluding you. You may be finding that every interview seems the right one and yet none of them pan out. Have you taken a moment to seek God’s heart in the matter? God what do you want me to do? What have you created me to be? Are these obstacles your work? Or should I just try harder?

*It may be that you had your heart set on being first chair in the band, or making the first team, or getting a lead in a play, but it didn’t happen. Maybe God is getting you ready for something even better. Are you trusting him? Have you said to God “Whatever you want I want!” Several times in my life God has not opened a door until I was willing to go where he wanted me to go.

This story about Abram reveals several important things about God and about waiting on God.

The first one is this, there is nothing, no obstacle that can block God’s will for you. Romans 8:38 says that absolutely nothing can separate us from God’s love. God’s love is often felt in God’s direction. Romans 8:28 says “in all things God works for the good of those who love him”. Now, we normally think of obstacles as bad things, but they don’t have to be. They may be God’s love at work. Lot, Abram’s nephew was an obstacle to Abram inheriting God’s promises, but Lot wasn’t evil he just got in the way.

Sometimes obstacles don’t start out as obstacles at all, but necessary helps. Lot was no doubt a great help to Abram when he began his journey. But in time he and Abram had to part for God to continue his plan for Abram.

Here is another example. Not too long ago your leadership felt it was necessary to develop a very detailed job description for our minister of music. But in time that job description became an obstacle to our minister of music instead of a help. Following God’s leading we changed the description.

Maybe we should look at obstacles as spiritual growth opportunities. Challenges might be blessings in disguise. It might not be a good idea to ask God to remove whatever obstacles stand in our way, to make the going smooth and level for us. God is absolutely able to remove them or show us what we need to do to remove them ourselves, but he may be using those mountains to strengthen us for the plains.

This story about Abram not only tells us about how God uses obstacles but it shows us the value of submission to God. Earlier I mentioned the idea of “Carpe diem!” and how seizing the day or the moment can be a good thing. There is a lot to be said for seizing opportunities as they arise. Certainly there are times when God wants us to launch out in faith rather than sit around and wait for perfectly clear direction. But there are also times when submitting is better than seizing.

Abram had a chance to claim all the lands and property won back from those who took Lot captive but he didn’t. He passed up the land, submitting to God’s instructions, eventually to gain the land. David gave up a chance for the crown in order to gain the crown in God’s time. Our Lord gave up the devil’s offer of all the earthly kingdoms to gain all earthly kingdoms on his return. It can be disastrous to simply seize what lies before us.

Each of us has a destiny in Christ Jesus! Are we going to be self-directed or God-directed? Are we going to seize control or give God control, submit to his leadership? We make that choice every day. Listen to what C.S. Lewis had to say of the value of submission to God.

“When God talks of loosing ourselves to Him He means only abandoning the clamor of self-will. Once we have lost ourselves to Him God gives us back all our personality, and promises that when we are completely His, then we will be more the person God created us to be than we have ever been.” Only God can make you who God intended for you to be because only God has a full set of plans.

In this story do we hear God telling us to never seize the day, never take the initiative? No we don’t! But it does warn us that to seize the opportunity is not always a blessed move, sometimes we should just wait on the Lord. We must use good judgment and exercise patience.

One last thing I want you to see about Abram’s story. Hearing from God is a very good thing and worth seeking after. Have you ever wished that God would speak to you like He spoke to Abram? You know, in a dream, or vision, or in a perfectly audible voice? Most of us have. But here is a shocker, Abram was 75 years old before he heard the first word from God. Most of you here today are not old enough to qualify. Here is another shocker, Abram was 175 when he died and during that 100 years of listening for God Abram only heard from God eight times. That’s about every 12.5 years.

But you and I can hear from God every day! Abram didn’t have this book. This book we call the Bible shows us what God is like and reveals God’s plans and expectations. God has given us far more revelation and guidance than Abram ever dreamed possible.

As we wait upon God we can read his history and discover his plans and conform our lives to his perfect will. Waiting can become an exciting thing. Want to hear a word from God about your particular situation? There is nothing new under the sun. The answer to your need is in here. Amen.
