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“The Most Excellent Way” (part 2 of 2)

What Love is Not

I Corinthians 13:1-13

February 4, 2007

Last Sunday God, through Paul’s writings, made it very clear to us what real love is. Let me take a moment to remind you. Paul shows us that real love is

*Patient with others, especially when disappointed.

*Kind, not saying or doing things that hurt.

*Protects, defends, stands up for even when we are wrong.

*Trusts, believes in, has faith in another.

*Truthful, always lovingly honest, never deceitful.

*Hopeful with a deep investment and expectation.

*Perseveres, is steadfast, dependable, consistent.

Those are the seven active characteristics of Godly love. “Active” because they are deliberate decisions, determinedly persued. Love doesn’t just come our way. Love is a commitment.

These are the Godly virtues of love. But please bear in mind that human love is never perfect and we frequently do not perfectly adhere to these virtues. Don’t be frustrated, just keep trying and be patient when you fail or when someone fails you. Implied in each of these seven is forgiveness. God continuously forgives us, we must do our best to do the same with each other.

But there are some things that are absolutely NOT marks of love. Today we look at them. Sometimes it is helpful to see what something isn’t so that we recognize it when we see it again. They tell me that the first step in training people to recognize counterfeit money is to show them what real money looks like, then compare the real thing with a good fake. The eye, trained to recognize the real thing, quickly detects the flaws. So lets take a quick look at fake love.

Paul gives us eight examples. Let me go through them quickly, then we will take a few minutes to think about them. These all come from the same four verses of I Corinthians 13, 4-7, as the positive examples of love. Paul says love does not envy, does not boast, is not proud or rude, is not self-seeking, is not easily angered, keeps no record of wrongs and never delights in evil.

One of the greatest problems we have today is that many people don’t have an “anchored” love. When I was a kid dad would take me fishing. He knew all the good spots on the lake. He would ease us quietly up to one of his favorite fishing holes and drop the anchor. The wind or current couldn’t pull us away from that sweet spot. The anchor held and the fishing was often good.

But a lot of people don’t have a love anchor. Their idea of love just floats freely here and there depending on their mood. And they wonder why they never have any success in relationships. They need an anchor, and God’s wisdom is that anchor.

 Paul says love does not envy. Paul used a Greek word that mean to “hunger for” or be “jealous for” something that someone else has. The other day I walked down to the post office to mail some letters. It was a pretty day and I was getting drowsy and needed the exercise. As I was returning and about to round the corner onto Forest Ridge a shiny red Ferrari convertible grumbled up to the light. As I was trying not to salivate on his fender I caught a flash out of the corner of my eye and a canary yellow Lamborghini pulled up behind the Ferrari. I was overwhelmed with envy! I don’t know what I would do with a car like those but they sure were pretty. Every once in a while Pastor Rustenhaven and I would be out somewhere and he would remark “I wish we had that sanctuary, and they had one twice as large.” Envy can be a harmless thing but it can also be a divisive and hurtful thing that separates people and makes us unhappy with who we are. Love doesn’t envy but is happy with what we have and happy for the fortune of others.


Love does not boast. There are two completely different Greek words that are properly translated boast. One of them means to be haughty and obnoxious about something, the other means to be proud of something to the point that you want others to get in on the good. In I Corinthians 1:31 Paul quotes Jeremiah 9, “Let him who boasts boast in the Lord”. That is a good boast, not a selfish boast. I could boast about you and that would be a good boast, unless I was trying to make someone feel inferior, then it would be a bad boast. You could boast about your church so that others would come and share what you have found. I hope you do! But love never boasts in one-upsmanship.


Love doesn’t envy, doesn’t pridefully boast, love is not proud. Now, I am very proud of you! I boast about you all the time, to anyone who will listen. The other day I was sitting at the hospital with the Whittenberg’s family and they opened the door for me to brag about you, and I did. Not because I wanted to flaunt what I was a part of, but because I wanted them to know what they could have too. Paul is simply pointing out that love never lets arrogance get in the way. Pride is one of those characteristics that can easily slip from positive to negative. It would be easy for me to be so proud of St. Timothy that I would become offensive. Love is never offensive.


Love does not envy, does not boast, is not proud, and is not rude. This word appears only twice in the bible and is very close to another word that means somewhat the same. Paul uses this word to mean “improper”, the other word takes it a step farther and means “shameful”. Every day we have opportunities to either be rude or be graceful, you may have had that opportunity on the way to work last week. This is something that can sneak up on us. I don’t think I am ever deliberately rude, but I know that sometimes I can be rude because I am in a hurry or distracted. The best remedy for rudeness is a serious apology!


Love does not envy or boast, is not proud or rude, and love is not self-seeking. We live in a time when demanding our rights is considered a virtue. There is nothing wrong with that, we have to protect our rights or we will loose them. But, here again, a good thing can get out of control. The English translation is of three Greek words that can mean “my wants about all else”. The opposite of course is “sacrifice for another”. The Lord’s Supper we are about to observe shows us clearly what God values.


Love does not envy or boast, is not proud or rude, is not self-seeking and is not easily angered. I am most easily angered when I make assumptions about another’s actions without taking the time to think about what may be behind the hurtful action. Christians don’t hurt each other for fun! When someone hurts us we need to grab that impulsive anger by the throat and hold on until we have time to consider what may have triggered the hurtful action. Easy anger just makes matters worse.


People who are easily angered often can’t forget or forgive the wrong done to them. But Paul says real love keeps no record of wrongs. If God kept a record of wrongs God would always be angry with me! If God kept a record of wrongs Jesus would have never come. God forgives and forgets. If we are to get anywhere near that kind of love we must destroy the record of wrongs done to us and move on. If you don’t those “records” will eat you up, they will hurt you more than the original wrong.


Love does not envy or boast. Love is not proud or rude. Love is not self-seeking, is not easily angered, and keeps no record of wrongs. And finally, love does not delight in evil. I have known people who delighted in evil! Some people delight in abusing others. Some people get satisfaction in causing pain. Some people break laws and think it is “cool”. They are SICK! Stay away from them! People who delight in evil have no love for others. They may seem like a friend at the moment but eventually they will turn on you too. The bible tells us “Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way of sinners.” “the way of the wicked will perish”. (Psalm 1)

February is the month of love! But God tells us that the most excellent way is to stretch your love to every waking moment of your life. You can do that because God will constantly replenish the love you give away. When you practice this kind of love, a love that is:

*Patient with others, especially when disappointed.

*Kind, not saying or doing things that hurt.

*Protects, defends, stands up for even when we are wrong.

*Trusts, believes in, has faith in another.

*Truthful, always lovingly honest, never deceitful.

*Hopeful with a deep investment and expectation.

*Perseveres, is steadfast, dependable, consistent.

Then God will bless you, and you will leave this world a better place when you graduate into eternal life. Amen.

