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“For the Good of Us All”

I Corinthians 12:1-11

January 14, 2007


For a preacher, no matter what day of the week it is, Sunday is coming. For most preachers a nightmare situation is to find yourself at Friday and nothing prepared for Sunday. “Getting up” a sermon at the last minute is never a good idea. I can’t say that I have never done that, but it is blessedly rare. Wresting with God’s word is the preacher’s blessing, which he or she then passes along to the congregation on Sunday. If I have not wrestled and been blessed how can you then be blessed?


A preacher who pastors is always on call. (Many of the great names in preaching do very little pastoral care.) As much as we might like to establish a trustworthy schedule of prayer, bible study and sermon preparation, that doesn’t always happen for a pastor. People are more important than a schedule, more important even than preparing God’s word for Sunday. Jesus told us that any trustworthy shepherd will leave the ninety-nine sheep to go help the one with a problem.


Taking care of God’s people is the greatest job in the world! I wouldn’t trade my job for anything. I’ve had several really nice jobs in my 63 years, I thank God for all of them, but as far as I am concerned God saved the best for last. You might be thinking something like me. I pray that your job, whatever it is, gives you the same depth of satisfaction that my job gives me. It can, and should, if your job is God’s choice for you. God will make it so!


We, you and me and every other human, have at least one thing in common, we want our life to make a difference in our part of the world. We don’t want to come to the end of this life, look back, and find that our passing will not change our tiny part of the world one iota. When you became a Christian God gave you some important “tools” for living this short physical life. Those things I call tools are to help you. Help you enjoy what you are doing and make what you are doing count for something.


For Christmas I bought Sheila a laptop computer. It came from the manufacturer with a lot of software already installed and ready to use. Some of that software runs behind the scenes, we never really know it is hard at work, some is quite obvious, right there on the desk top waiting for us to try it out.


No doubt you and I were born with some of God’s gifts already programmed on board. I have come to believe that God created us with talents and abilities that are “running in the background” the day we come out of our mother’s womb. Some of those talents and abilities begin to show up almost immediately, you have seen what I am talking about in your own children and grandchildren. “She has your artist bent.” “He is a chip off the old block.” Those might be physical attributes. But I also believe we are born with spiritual talents and abilities. “He seems so tuned to the hearts of others.” “She seems to have this built in empathy with her friends.” “That little boy is surprisingly spiritual.”


In time those pre-programmed talents and abilities become fine-tuned by our life experiences. God gives us the programming and Paul says God then begins to use our life experiences to develop and direct our talents and abilities. The possibilities are as unlimited as the stars in the sky because the combination of life experiences is unlimited. We are different but the source of our gifts is the same, the Spirit of God.


God also gives us our heart’s desires. I think desires stand midway between physical talents and abilities and spiritual talents and abilities. I think our heart’s desires develop as our physical talents and abilities develop and our spiritual talents mature.


But when you became a Christian God added the one thing that will help you make a difference in this world, a difference that is a God breathed difference. (Everybody makes a difference, for good or bad.) He added himself. The Holy Spirit, which is God, came to reside in that wonderful mix that is you.


Think of your talents, abilities, and hearts desire as the ROM, read only memory with huge potential, that God has placed in you from birth. Think of the Holy Spirit as the RAM, random ACCESS memory, of the Holy Spirit. ROM is the potential, RAM makes things happen.


Every human being born has similar God given gifts to work with. Not the same amounts, not the same mix, but the same five gifts; talents, abilities, desire, time, & resources. God’s addition of the Holy Spirit gives us direction. The Holy Spirit sets them free to do the wonderful things God intended. Everything kicks into gear when the Holy Spirit is triggered. IF you are listening and willing to trust.


Every one of you listening to me today has the potential to do wonderful things with your life. But God always allows you to make that choice. God will never manipulate you, never force you to put your God given gifts to good use. You hear the invitation and you have to decide. You could spend your entire life rarely using the gifts God gave you. Proverbs 16:20 says, “Whoever gives heed to instruction prospers, and blessed is he who trusts in the Lord.” Read “instruction” as God’s invitation to put your gifts to work.


The two most common responses we hear from many of you when we ask for help doing God’s work are; “surely somebody else can do that better than me” or “I have never done that before and wouldn’t know how”. My counsel would be that when you received an invitation or hear of a need assume it is God’s invitation and don’t be afraid to trust Him. God will never invite you to do something he won’t support.


True happiness in this life will always include using God’s gifts in such a way that it pleases God. You were created to make a difference, you were saved to make a difference, you are destined to make a difference in this life. But God will always let you decide if you want to do that. For the good of us all, please don’t get to heaven and find that many of your gifts are still unused in their wrappings. What a shame, what a waste! Amen.

