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“Being God’s Chosen”

Colossians 3:12-17

December 31, 2006


Our verses tell us that God has chosen us as His people. And as God’s chosen people we have a unique opportunity to make our world a little better. You and I can do it because in Christ Jesus God has given us his Holy Spirit to help us. We might can’t change all the world, but we can change our little part of it. And who knows where the ripple effect of our efforts will go!

We are about to begin a new year. Christmas is drawing to a close, Easter will be on us before you know it. You might want to think of the Christmas story and the Easter story as bookends for the Good News. The Christmas story tells us of the birth of the Messiah and, as bright as the star the Magi followed, it points us through the Gospels to the Easter story. The Christmas story reveals God’s love for his creation, the Easter story shows us just how deep and wide, broad and high is that love. The Christmas/Easter saga is God’s story of redemption and salvation for all of human kind. God has chosen us as His people.


That is a pretty big job, to be God’s man or woman on the street. But that is what Paul says we are, God’s chosen people at work in God’s fields. There is much to be done. A field or garden left uncared for will be taken over by weeds, a world uncared for taken over by Satan. As God’s chosen we have the opportunity to make this garden world of God a better place.


Paul uses that word “chosen” in verse 12, and he does so with deliberate purpose. What Paul is emphasizing is that we are not the ones who did the choosing, God did the choosing. We may feel inadequate for the job of making the world better, but God doesn’t think so.

When I was in my freshman year of college I submitted my application to be a summer missionary for my denomination. The head of the mission board interviewed me (along with many others) for the position. He was the one who would decide who went and who didn't. I had no previous mission experience. All I had was my experience in church and a heartfelt desire to give God the summer. I was completely at the mercy of the mission board director.

We are God’s chosen people. We didn’t even submit our application to be chosen. It was God’s initiative that saved us. We did not do anything that made us worthy to be chosen, in fact it was just the opposite, we were unworthy when God chose us. We didn’t even apply to be chosen, but God chose us. Since God chose us we will be “able to do immeasurably more than we ask or imagine”. (Ephesians 2:20) God never chooses people and leaves them powerless!

You might say we are “Lucky, blessed, honored”, whatever words you want to use. We have the opportunity, no the assignment, to be the walking, talking living advertisement for God’s grace bringing hope and help into our world. Because we are dearly loved by God and made holy by his Son we are to live in such a way that the world around us will be attracted to what we have and blessed by our presence. How? How do we carry out our assignment? Paul says that as far as God enables us we are;

*To be compassionate about the conditions others live in doing our best to improve those conditions with whatever talents and resources God has given us. In the church we would call that “benevolence” but in God’s world that is just taking care of others. Benevolence isn’t optional giving it’s just living like God.

*We are to be kind and gentle. We live in a world where kindness and gentleness seems to be in short supply. Everyone has the ability to be kind and gentle, we just have to choose to be kind and gentle. People respond to a kind, gentle touch. You have that touch, give it as God’s chosen person. The next time you are standing in the Wal Mart “quick check line, maximum 10 items” and the person in front of you has just checked out a full basket of groceries and can’t seem to find the debit card …. don’t get mad, get kind, “That’s alright, I am not in any big hurry.”

*We are to be patient with each other. The next time you are standing in the Wal Mart line, (I could probably use this for every illustration). Be patient! I don’t have the same gifts or abilities as you. What is easy for you may be hard for me. You haven’t had the same experiences as I have had. I have to remember that when I talk with you about your life. You have to remember that when you deal with others. We are not equal, but different.

For Christmas Sheila gave me a game for my home computer. As with all softwear today the operating manual is on the disk for you to print out yourself. I tried to copy it to a CD but my computer kept sticking it’s tongue out at me. I tried to copy it to a 31/4 disk, again some nasty remarks. Finally after a half-dozen tires I was successful. I took it to work to print it on the high speed laser printer. My office computer had evidently been talking to my home computer, it gave me similar nasty comments. I was beginning to loose my cool! A disciple of Christ is patient, even with a stupid machine! But especially with each other!

*We are to bear with each other, forgiving each other. No one on this planet is perfect. None of us are angels. All of us have a little devil in us. That is the nature of being human. We must try to remember that God perfectly sees our failures and imperfections and still loves us and forgives us. If he does that for us how can we not do that for others? Jesus tells us very clearly that forgiven people forgive people – or God might just take back his forgiveness. Forgiving is not an option!

*We are to always remember that God chose, God empowers, God provides. It is God who makes us who we are and not ourselves. We are to remain humble. To God be the glory, not to us! It is our human tendency to become proud of ourselves and begin to give ourselves a glory that we do not deserve. God is a jealous God, he doesn’t share glory!

There is a story in the book of I Chronicles about a time in King David’s life when he became so proud of his accomplishments that he commissioned a written proof of the greatness of his kingdom. God warned him through his advisors not to go there, but he did it anyhow. God punished him by bringing a sickness on the kingdom David was so proud of. Many suffered because of David’s sin of pride.

That happens to us every day. John Donne was right when he penned, “No man is an island unto himself”. The more influential we are the greater the influence for good or bad is, and is spread. As parents your decisions have consequences for your children and maybe their children. As leaders in the church your decisions have consequences for the entire body of this church and maybe beyond. The decisions we make as individuals, as families, do effect others beyond ourselves. That is why a Christian looks to God for wisdom and direction and then gives God all the credit.

These things, these attributes are the way we are to live, with God’s help. Compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience, forgiveness, Godly attributes given to his sons and daughters in Christ by the Holy Spirit.

The key to being able to live like this is found in a four letter word, sacrificial LOVE. Paul says love is like super glue binding compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience and forgiveness together into a godly package that glorifies God and encourages people.

Love is not just a feeling, you can choose to love. You can choose to love someone you don’t even like. You can decide to love someone you wouldn’t normally include in your circle. You can choose to love a person who doesn’t even like you. When you take that step you are living out the love of God, and God is pleased. Godly love makes compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience and forgiveness possible even in the most difficult situations.

Paul says, “Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.” (Colossians 3:1-2) What he means is that we live in and with the world but our obedience is to God. The world’s norms are not ours. The world’s patterns are not ours. We allow God to set our priorities because we are his chosen. Go out there, pull some weeds out of God’s garden, plant some flowers. You can because He can! Amen.

