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“Magi”

Matthew 2:1-12

December 24, 2006


One of our kid’s favorite songs in chapel is one inspired by Jesus story in Matthew seven of the wise man and the foolish man. “The Wise Man Built His House on a Rock”. Like many of Jesus’ parables this one begins with the moral, then builds the story as an illustration of the moral. Jesus says if we are listening to him and putting what we have heard into practice … then we can be certain we are building our lives on a solid foundation. A foundation that will stand up under the most severe of challenges. But the key to this security is listening to understand, and living to practice what you understand.


Probably like many of you, I read a lot but don’t retain much of it. I was made painfully aware of that last week as I read my lines over and over again for the Mayor’s part in the children’s program. I couldn’t for the life of me find the key that would help me lock those words into my memory. Consequently, when I walked out on stage to say my lines, my lines didn’t come with me.


Bible reading can be like that a lot of the time. We read, we understand, but what we read just slides in and slides out of our minds. Consequently when “the rains come down and the winds blow and beat” our emotional house begins to come apart. I see that all the time! It is a sign that we might be listening to God’s word but we are not understanding God’s word, making God’s word a part of the fabric of our lives.

Not only is God’s word good for the challenging times, but God’s word has a lot to say about the day to day things that come our way. God’s word has wisdom for the boring days, the hectic days, the little opportunities and the grand challenges. But if we are not listening and therefore not making that wisdom a part of our lives we will completely miss the joy of an encounter with God. What a shame!


The one thing that makes the Magi stand out from the run of the mill wise men is that they were paying attention. They were meditating on God’s word and watching for a sign. Meditating means thinking about God’s word, talking with others about God’s word, pondering, doing “what if” scenarios. They were listening and practicing.


Pop theology says that there were three Magi so lets just go with that. The Bible doesn’t say how many there were, just the three types of gifts they brought. But three is a nice “theological number”. (Besides, my manger scene at home has three crowned guys on camels.) Can’t you just imagine them pouring over the ancient writings of the Hebrew faith? E-mailing each other? Faxing copies of the ancient scrolls back and forth? Well, maybe not, but if they had that kind of technology that is what they would have been doing. They were listening to God’s word! Listening, thinking about God’s word, watching for any sign that the word was becoming flesh. Because of that…they were ready when God sent his sign.


Are you ready? The Magi were ready and God used them. God will do the same with you. But you have to be there, be ready,

otherwise you will miss the sign. We get ready by studying God’s words.


Several summers ago Sheila and I passed through the Davis Mountains of West Central Texas and stopped for a night of star gazing at the University of Texas McDonald Observatory. As we stood under a beautiful star filled sky our astronomy guide pointed out various constellations. Suddenly he said, “If you will look right about there” and he pointed his flashlight beam to a section of the sky, “you will see the NASA space lab passing over head”. Sure enough, there it went. He knew where and when to look, he was ready because he had studied NASA’s flight path for the space lab.


Proverbs 3:5 says, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.”


Listen to how “The Message, the Bible in Contemporary Language” translates that verse. “Trust God from the bottom of your heart; don’t try to figure out everything on your own. Listen for God’s voice in everything you do, everywhere you go; he’s the one who will keep you on track”. That’s pretty good isn’t it! Wise men let God lead.

The Magi had studied God’s word because they believed they could trust it and learn from it. But they also allowed God’s word to lead them. Sometimes we understand but don’t follow.


When I was learning to fly my airplane, a lifetime ago, one of the things that I was told again and again by my instructor was that we will go where we look, so be careful where you look, especially when you are close to the ground. That is absolutely the truth! One of our flying fields had a huge old oak tree about two-thirds of the way down the grass runway and off to the left side. To a beginning pilot those great limbs seemed to be reaching out like the “Whomping Tree” in the Harry Potter movies. Consequently it was a terrible temptation to look at that great tree as you began your take-off run. Big mistake! On more than one occasion I had to abort a take-off because me and the tree seemed have an appointment. I completely understood the principle but I didn’t always follow it. God’s word is always good, but if you don’t follow it then it isn’t very helpful.


When they found the baby they worshipped. They opened their treasures and presented him with gifts. This is not a sermon about financial stewardship, as important as your money is to the work of the church. No, this is a sermon about something much more precious to God than your money. Psalm 51:17 tells us that what God wants most from us is “a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart”. That doesn’t mean that God wants us hurt or to be weak or broken like a toy on Christmas Day. No, what that psalm is saying is that what God wants most is for you to lay aside your plans, your preferences, even if it hurts to lay them aside, and follow him, letting God lead, your life an offering before the throne of God.


And finally I want you to notice that the Magi were not obedient to King Herod. They did not do what he commanded them to do. Instead of going back to the king’s throne they slipped out of Bethlehem by the back way and returned to their far country. They don’t call people who obey God Magi for nothing! Wise men and women obey God regardless of the cost, regardless of who they must disobey.


When people think of you do they think about your wisdom, your love? Do they see God in your life? They can, but it’s up to you. Wise men and women listen to God to understand, put what God tells them into practice, and are always ready to follow God. That is the only way to see God’s blessing. Amen.

