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Vital Christianity #8

“Love Tested, Love Rewarded”

James 5:7-11 & Ruth 1:1-18

November 5, 2006


Today I want to talk to you about Christian accountability. I have no desire to put any new burdens on you. A fact of life is that every day we are called to be accountable. And generally speaking how we perform to those expectations to which we are held accountable determines our future in that area.


When I worked as a store planner my company would send me to evaluate our stores in various stages of construction. How I performed with the contractor and the quality of the finished product were two key areas that determined my value to the company. My love for my job was tested. When I performed up to expectations I was usually rewarded.


Our spouses have expectations of us. Sometimes I think it would be a good idea to draw up a “Husband’s Job Description”, a “Wife’s Job Description” before we tie the knot of the marriage contract. At least then we would know what was expected of us. I try to do something like that, not that formal of course, when I counsel people before they marry. I want them to deliberately think about and talk about what they expect of each other in the marriage. We are accountable to each other. Sometimes we don’t completely know our spousal job description. But we are still held accountable, our love tested and our love rewarded.


Accountability is tested best in stress! When the going gets challenging, it is then that our commitment is tested best. The cross of Christ was the ultimate test of the Lord’s commitment. The cross was the consummate opportunity for Satan to derail the Lord’s mission to save you and me. He failed miserably! Christ Jesus was accountable even to death.


Every time that we are given a new assignment by the Lord that assignment is both a test and a potential blessing. God’s assignments come in many shapes and sizes but they all have this test/blessing potential.


Last week the Lord reminded us of the critical nature of the prayer part of our job description as Christians. In effect he reaffirmed our assignment to pray. How we respond will determine God’s response, silence or blessing.


Not too long ago Donna Coleman, in her role as Christian Education Director, became convinced that God was leading her to create a Kid’s Church. Donna championed the idea before the Session, received approval, then began the work of pulling together a team. We now have a wonderful Kid’s Church that is blessing a lot of children and we have no idea how that will ultimately bring God greater glory. It would have been easier for Donna to try to shift that call to someone else, but she didn’t. God tested her love for discipleship. Her faithfulness is being rewarded.


Almost every test we receive from God includes something none of us like, waiting. Waiting to see if our path is truly God’s path. Sloshing through the deep encumbering mud of preparation and sowing of seed and watching for the first hint of a harvest.

James says that we must “be patient” like a farmer waiting on his land to produce a crop. Waiting can make us grumpy! “Don’t grumble against each other” James cautions. Grumbling is a sign of impatience, impatience with each other, impatience with God’s timetable.

Waiting, waiting, waiting, waiting, waiting …. Another definition of faith, waiting with expectation. All the great patriarchs of the Bible knew how it felt to wait expectantly upon God, often waiting many years until God’s promises bore fruit.


Every invitation to server God includes a cost. That cost can come in various forms. Ruth had to leave the security of her land and parents in order to go with Naomi. Following cost Ruth the security of her family. Ruth embraced the same fate as Naomi, where Naomi wandered Ruth went too, where Naomi made her home Ruth made hers. Following Naomi cost Ruth her independence. No matter the cost Ruth was willing to pay it, even to die.


Ruth could have stayed home with her family and been financially secure, they would have made a place for her. But instead she chose to go with Naomi and live as a beggar gleaning the leftovers from the barley fields. Have you ever eaten barley bread? Nutritionally good but kind of bland. Following Naomi caused daily sacrifices.


In time, (there’s that waiting again), God blessed Ruth. Boaz, in whose fields she had labored, took her as his wife. In time she bore him a son they named Obed which means “servant”. In time Obed became the grandfather of David who would be the greatest king Israel was to know. And in God’s own time Obed would become the servant who paved the way for the Messiah. We never know what God is going to do with our faithfulness.


God is now testing us once again. He has invited us to leave our comfort zone and follow him into uncharted and potentially dangerous territory. The Contemporary Worship Service will reach out to a people who live in a world different from ours. He has pointed out the path and we are walking on it. Than path includes finding two new members of our leadership team, an associate pastor perfectly suited to preach to a contemporary crowd, and a worship music leader filled with the Holy Spirit, able to lead that crowd into worship. We are auditioning for a brand new praise band.


Every new journey with God costs. This journey is testing our faith and testing our resources as do all journeys with God. (An effort that does not stretch us is probably not from God.) Our contemporary worship team and ongoing operating expenses for the ministry could add $100,000 to our 2007 budget. That is a lot of money! But not really that difficult for us, not when we all pull together. $100,000 a year is a little over $8,000 a month or less than $2,000 more a week. Or about $17 per week per family, and that is assuming we don’t add one family to our membership in 2007. That of course is ridiculous. God is going to open the storehouses of heaven and bless us because we are living out our love for him, and that love is always rewarded.

Will it cost you? Of course it will. Nothing of great value is free and we cannot do this without your help. God’s grace is free, but to be a disciple of Jesus is very costly. To follow Jesus means to make him Lord, to study his word, participate in his ministry, work together as the church, and give of our resources. Your love for God is being tested. Your love for Him will be rewarded. Amen.

