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“The Great Divide”

Ephesians 4:17-24

August 13, 2006


Several years ago Sheila and I took a driving vacation through the Colorado Rockies. We drove over to Albuquerque then took off north to Santa Fe up highway 84 to Gunnison, Colorado. We then meander along the crest of the mountains to Leadville, on to Breckenridge then Steamboat Springs. It was a great trip, well except for the little run in we had with several bears one night in the Arapaho National Forest. That pretty well ended our tent camping in the Rockies.


Several times along the way we passed signs denoting The Continental Divide. The Continental Divide is a geographic boundary that begins in the Brooks Range in Alaska, then passes through Canada and into North America roughly following the crest of the Rockies and eventually winding its way through the Sierra Madre range in Mexico. The Divide is the watershed of mountains that directs snow melt and rain either West into the Pacific Ocean or North into the Arctic Ocean or South into the Gulf of Mexico. The Continental Divide is an invisible boundary that separates.


Jesus Christ is a kind of boundary too. He is a spiritual boundary that determines where we will spend eternity. But he is also a physical boundary that separates his chosen from others. Paul calls those others “Gentiles”, we would probably call them “unbelievers” or “the world”. They are the world apart from Christ. In these eight verses Paul reminds us that the world’s loyalties are not our loyalties, the world’s plans and goals are not ours, and the world’s leaders are not our leader. All our goals, plans and loyalties lie in Christ Jesus, he is the one.


In our memory verse from Ephesians 2:10 we learned that “We are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” Our work is to live so that people see Jesus in us. The world we live in doesn’t have the same agenda as we have.


When I was a boy my dad brought home a “Big Stinky”. As he unpacked it I couldn’t imagine what it was for. The Big Stinky was a big ole gallon size glass jar with an odd shaped funnel top and a hanger. Dad put a fist sized piece of raw beef liver in the jar and then filled it about half full of water and hung it on a tree limb at the back of the yard. A few days out there in the hot sun and that jar lived up to its name. Thank God it was far from the house. But every fly within a block checked into the Big Stinky motel and then couldn’t check out.


In verses seventeen through nineteen Paul tells us that the world out there is like a Big Stinky and we are not a part of it any more. Christ has separated us out, he is the Great Divide. Those who are still in the world and of that world don’t understand what we see in Jesus. They call us names and make fun of our devotion to the Lord and capitalize on our human mistakes. Paul tells us that they not only don’t understand but they don’t want to understand. They have closed their minds to the possibility that God has done a wonderful thing in Jesus. They have become so captured by a fallen world’s agenda that their lifestyles have desensitized them to the call of God and trapped them into a way of life that has no easy out. And they will try to pull you back in with them. Don’t trust them!


We live in the information age. We get our news and entertainment from radio and television, web sights, e-mails, blogs and even our cell phones. We watch our movie stars age as they do sequel after sequel. We even occasionally resort to primitive forms of information like newspapers and magazines.


Paul is warning us that the information we get is always slanted or biased toward a certain mind set, it might be Christian but more likely it is not. Reporters once reported news but now they analyze the news filtering it through their own biased perspective. Every movie we see, every documentary, every television program has behind it a team of directors and producers with their own agendas and ideas of morality which are often not compatible with our Christian teachings.

I love the internet! You can find anything on the internet and a lot of things you would rather not. Surfing the web is like walking in an information gold mine but the path is strewn with land mines. The internet is a great tool, but we are not animals with pants on. We are the only creature God made that God wants to walk with. And contrary to what the commercial says, what we do where we walk doesn’t stay there, it comes home with us, it changes us. We can’t just switch it off.

The world around us is a dangerous place. But we can manage to avoid a lot of those dangers. But there is a place even more dangerous to us than the world around us. Paul focuses on it when in verse 20 he says, “You however”. The world inside us can slowly destroy our efforts at  “good works”.

Every so often we need to do a reality check on our hearts and minds. The very God-given traits that should make us good workers for the Lord can turn on us. Sin corrupts them and us.

God given traits like pride and pleasure and self-interest. God is no doubt proud of us when we are his good children. Pride is a good thing, until our pride become obnoxious, puffed up, haughty. And then pride destroys our good works. God takes pleasure in us and wants us to experience pleasure too. But it is easy to get hooked on pleasure and go to extremes for it, putting aside God’s laws. Self-interest is a positive thing that helps us be productive people but it is easy to get out of hand and begin to dominate our lives. Pride and pleasure and self-interest can become so dominant that we think only of ourselves and our good works die. Sin sneaks in riding on the coat tails of God’s natural gifts. A reality check can help us identify the problem and God to begin correcting it.

Another place we must focus is on our attitude toward material possessions. While much of the world is going hungry we tend to gauge our success by the accumulation of money and things. I don’t expect to convince any of us that we must downsize our lives. I like you have a long list of things I would like to have. But what I hope we can learn to do is downsize the desire for more money and more things so that they don’t become our masters. Jesus must be Lord of our desires.

There is another desire we don’t talk about too much in the church, sexual desires. Sex is such a sensitive subject. But God wired us and pre-programmed us for sexual pleasure. Sex is a wonderful gift from God but it must have a Lord or it gets out of control. Sex is the one place where pleasure, pride and power can so concentrate that they become terribly destructive to ourselves, to others and even to the church and its witness.

So, how in the world do we go about making sure Christ is truly Lord of us? We can easily say he is Lord and at the same time live like we don’t even know Jesus. We can learn his Lordship!

Christians are learners! No matter our age, Christians are learners. Every single one of us is on a life-long journey to learn as much as we can about God and his desires for us. God is our father and our teacher. The Lord Jesus is our example. The apostles and prophets are our guides. Studying the bible is a life-long endeavor for the Christian. To not study the bible is to stunt our growth and cripple our life for Christ.

Many years ago Sheila’s mother introduced me to the art of cultivating miniature trees. Bonsai is the art of taking a normal tree seedling and so growing it that the roots and limbs never get the chance to grow as God intended. The roots are regularly pruned back and the tops pinched out. The tree will grow and mature but will never reach it’s natural potential.

Christians who don’t study the word of God are never able to “put off the old” because they never receive God’s “new”. You and I are God’s workmanship, but he is not finished with us yet. This life is like a finishing school for us. It is here that we learn and put into practice things that will last for eternity. So, take some time this week to do a little reality check about yourself. And then take the necessary steps to get your life back on God’s track. He has not given up on you and he never will. It is time to get back to work. Amen.

