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“The Four Promises”

John 14:19-24

June 25, 2006


In my back yard we have a fish pond full of water plants and some pretty large goldfish. The pond is pretty deep. It was once an in-ground hot tub but the heating unit went out and the pump was ancient, and we didn’t really care about a hot tub, so we converted it to a decorative pond.


The grandchildren are drawn to that pond like bees to clover. And nothing we can do will stop them from messing around in the water. One winter Saturday afternoon Nate and Cameron were out there messing around the pond. We were watching them pretty closely so were quickly aware of something amiss when we heard this kersplash and Cameron’s scream. Nate had been poking at a goldfish, lost his balance and went headfirst into the abyss. It didn’t take us but a moment to fish him out, but he came out soaked head to toe, freezing, and in total shock that he could actually fall into the pond, and that the goldfish didn’t eat him. We comforted him, toweled him relatively dry and brought him inside to warm up and treat his scrapes and bumps. He spent the next thirty minutes being cuddled by his mommy. He was upset but he would be fine.


In the latter half of John 13 Jesus pulls back the curtain of the future and reveals to his disciples what will happen to him in Jerusalem. He tells them of his impending arrest, trial, death. It was like a plunge into icy water for them. Three years of dedication to Jesus was going to end in what seemed to them like tragedy. They felt so angry, so helpless and hopeless.


But then Jesus begins to comfort them. This is God’s plan. Jesus will return to heaven to prepare a place for them, and he will be back to get them. His departure was not the end at all, but a new beginning of a better way. He promises them that whenever they needed him all they had to do was call, he would always answer their prayers. And he would send them a helper straight from the throne of God, the Holy Spirit. These were the preliminary things Jesus was going to do, these were the beginning, but there would be much more.


In Matthew 14:19-24 Jesus gives his disciples four more promises that go beyond Jesus’ resurrection, beyond these preliminary things he is going to do. These four reveal just how deep and perfect God’s plan is for those of us who believe in and follow the Son of God. Jesus tells them that not only will he rise again but they will rise too. He promises them that they will come to know him in a way that they could have never expected, and their walk with him will be more intimate, the fellowship sweeter than they could imagine. And then he promises them something no human being had ever experienced, the indwelling presence of God.


In verse 19 Jesus says, “Before long, the world will not see me any longer, but you will see me”. Jesus is talking about his resurrection, but then he takes it one step further and gives us the first of four additional promises, “Because I live you also will live”. Now Jesus is talking about a different resurrection, our resurrection. But even beyond that Jesus is talking about the resurrection of hope and joy and power and purpose in each of us right here and right now. Resurrection is going to be a physical and spiritual reality for us one day, but resurrection is also an emotional reality right now. Jesus knows how low their hope is at the moment and how low ours can get.

You remember the two disciples on the road to Emmaus after the death of Jesus? One of them says to the stranger walking along with them, “We had hoped he was the one”.  They were heart broken about Jesus’ death. But before the day was done they would run back to Jerusalem with their hearts burning inside them to tell the good news, “It is true! The Lord has risen!” The Lord had risen and so had the disciple’s joy. God has no intention of making you wait for joy until your death and resurrection. That resurrection is guaranteed but God is concerned about your life here and now too.

And so he gives us a second promise, not only will we receive physical, spiritual and emotional resurrection but we will be given an intimate knowledge of our Lord. Before death and resurrection the disciples knew Jesus by physically being with Jesus. Physical knowledge is always limited knowledge. We cannot always know what is in the heart and mind of a person. But resurrection changes more than Jesus, it changes us. In verse 20 Jesus says “On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you”. We can know Jesus and know God in a way that is much deeper than we could ever know any other persons. The Father and the Son are in us and we are in them. We are bound together, heart, soul, spirit, mind and power.

Which brings us to the Lord’s third promise, that we will experience an intimate walk with Jesus. Verse 21 says Jesus will “show himself to us”. We will know Jesus better than any of his disciples knew Jesus until after the resurrection.

Why is it then that all too often we don’t seem to know what Jesus wants for us? Why is it that too often we don’t feel connected to the Lord? Why do we face life’s challenges and sometimes feel alone, without direction, uncertain? Because this intimate relationship with the Lord is predicated on two conditions which we don’t always take seriously, to love Jesus unreservedly and keep his commandments without wavering.

We are saved and justified before God by our faith in Jesus Christ. Nothing will change that. Heaven is our home now. But to know Jesus with the kind of intimate knowledge that he wants for us in this life requires that we learn his commands and keep them. In heaven we won’t have an option, we will keep his commands. But here we have the option to choose, and all too often we choose to do our will not the Lord’s will. That may be because we don’t know the Lord’s will because we don’t spend the time in his word, or it may be that we know his will but choose our will instead. When asked by the disciples why Jesus will only show himself to those who love him and obey him Jesus said it is God’s way. (vs. 24b)

James wrote “faith without works is dead”. (James 2:17) In other words faith will always be obedient to the Lord’s will. We will do what he says. John wrote that love for God is obedience to his commands. (I John 5:3) We will submit to God’s will. We will hear it and heed it, know it and do it. If we do that Jesus will reveal himself to us. If we obey his commands he will take the initiative and reveal himself to us. We don’t have to go searching. We don’t have to beg for his help. He comes before we need to search or cry out. So, do you want an intimate walk with the Lord? Do you want his blessings, his leadership, his strength? Then do what he says and he will come.

Left to our own, without any encouragement, most if not all of us would wander away from God. This physical life we live is like living in my pond. My pond is constantly changing. My pond will sometimes have perfectly clear water and sometimes the water will be cloudy with contaminants like dirt or algae. Pond life is never perfect, always right on the edge of disaster. My job is keeper of the pond. I don’t leave it alone to go its natural way.

Neither does the Lord leave us alone in this constantly changing, imperfect world. He gives us the indwelling Holy Spirit. That word “indwelling” is important. Never before in the history of the world has the Holy Spirit indwelt God’s people. He has been with them from the beginning but never in them.

Since the Holy Spirit is in us and the Holy Spirit is God and Christ is in the Father God then we have the Holy Trinity right here inside us. We don’t have to go somewhere to find God. We don’t have to do something to come into his presence. God is always here, always with us, always.

God promises resurrection, in the final days and right now.

God promises we can know him and perfectly trust him.

God promises a daily intimate walk with Jesus.

God promises perfect Godly support.

All we have to do is just trust him, love him and obey him.

Amen?

