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“The Treasure Principle” (Part 3 of 3)

Ecclesiastes 5:10-15

June 18, 2006


What is the Treasure Principle? “You can’t take it with you, but you can send it on ahead!” I have given you four keys to the Treasure Principle. Let me review them for you. Key #1 is “God owns everything, we are God’s managers. (We are the managers of the assets God has entrusted, not given, to us.) Key #2 is “Our hearts will follow our treasures.” (Watch what happens when we reallocate our money from temporal things to eternal things.) Key #3 is Heaven is our home, not this earth.” (We are citizens of a better country, a heavenly one.) And key #4 is “We must live for the line and not the dot.” (The line being eternity and heaven, the dot here and now.)


Today I am going to give you the two final keys to the Treasure Principle. Key #5 is “Giving is the only antidote to materialism.” And Key #6 is “God prospers me, not to raise my standard of living, but to raise my standard of giving.”


All of us here today suffer from “possession obsession”. In the medical world they might call that disease “Affluenza”. I never really realized how much we suffer from Affluenza until one of our first Mexico Mission trips. In your wonderful generosity you gave us about $500 extra to spend on things for the two little casitas we were going to build. With that money we were able to purchase beds for both homes and chest of drawers for them too, and several other “basic necessities” for our homes. But to the new home owners in Mexico these basic necessities were extravagant gifts that none of their neighbors had. Many of them slept in hammocks or simple mats on the floor or makeshift raised beds that could easily be removed. As I think back on our gifts I realize we didn’t do them any favors, in fact our gifts may have caused them unexpected problems. You see, they don’t suffer from Affluenza, possession obsession. They are thrilled to just have a roof over their heads and food for the day. Surviving is high on their list, possessions are not.


Affluenza is a bad disease! It is highly contagious. We are all susceptible to P.O., (Possession Obsession) P.O. is a social disease and we can catch it in the most innocent of ways. For instance, one of my dear friends gave me a perfectly good 25” color television. I plugged it in. The picture was perfect, on one channel, all the rest were fuzzy. So I went out and bought the best antenna Radio Shack had and that worked, I now had all the local channels. But all my friends watch the latest programs on cable. I saw a good deal on cable and so I subscribed to the basic service. Now I have great reception with a two-year commitment. But I can’t get all the channels or any of the movie channels, so I upgraded with a renewed two year commitment. I was happy, until I went over to a friend’s house and discovered that his television had much better sound than mine, especially with movies. And so I bought a home theater surround sound system for my free television. Now I have great sound. And then somebody loaned me a whole library of DVD movies, but I didn’t own a DVD player, so I bought one. And my next door neighbor came over to watch a movie with me and guess what, he caught P.O. from me. Affluenza is an infectious disease.

Left untreated Affluenza gets worse and worse. (I’m thinking about a home theater room now, which of course means a larger house and larger television.)

The side effects of the disease came be frequent disappointments and a loss of peace. New possessions become old possessions become obsolete possessions and have to be replaced. What I once didn’t have has become something I don’t want to do without. I still don’t need the television and all the peripherals, but I want them. Possession Obsession!

Affluenza can cripple a person and cripple others. I want what I want and may persuade myself that what I want is good for my family, even if they don’t think so. I’m going to get it for them. I’m going to sacrifice for them by putting this newest necessity on a deferred interest charge. And first thing you know we are all charged up and no place to go. Not only that, but we are so indebted that to give to the church is simply out of the question. My Affluenza cripples me and God’s church.

Affluenza is the devil’s disease. Why do we keep getting fooled into thinking that possessions will make us happy? Because our hearts yearn for treasures. Solomon pointed out that we love money and we never are satisfied with how much we have. Because we want our treasures here and now as if this were home and the treasures will last forever. Which of course this isn’t and they don’t. Solomon said we are short sighted, buying stuff and using stuff that has little or no lasting value. Getting so much stuff that we have sleepless nights worrying about keeping it. When in truth we don’t have a ghost of a chance in keeping it. We came into this world without anything, we will leave this world in the same way. (Ecclesiastes 5:10-15)

Until, Solomon points out in Ecclesiastes 5:19, we realize that everything we have God has given us and expects us to use for God’s glory. Which brings us to key #5 “Giving is the only antidote for Possession Obsession, for Affluenza.” Giving reminds us that life is not about us, it is about God. We are not the point of this life, God is the point. God doesn’t exist for us, we exist for God. God’s money has a higher purpose than my affluence. Giving is a joyful surrender to a greater person and a greater agenda. Giving affirms Christ’s lordship not mine. Giving dethrones me and exalts Christ. Giving breaks the chains of mammon that would enslave us all.

As long as you have something you own it, and, it owns you. The moment you give it away you are free! Not just money, but everything else, your time, your skills, your wisdom and experiences, your expertise, your stuff. When you give them away the act of giving shifts your vested interest from here to there, from earth to heaven, from the dot to the line.

From what I have read about Sam Houston he was a colorful character, a great leader of men and a savvy politician. He was also a committed Christian who came to the Lord somewhat late in life. Story goes that when he became a Christian he immediately asked to be allowed to furnish half the local minister’s salary. When asked why he replied, “my pocketbook was baptized too”. Was your pocketbook baptized? Maybe it has been “baptized” in these last few weeks but you don’t know where to begin. Let me tell you what the bible instructs.

Leviticus 27:30 says that 10% of everything you have belongs to God. Proverbs 3:9 says that the 10% comes from the “first fruits” of what God has given you. In other words, God first, then all the other things. Here is an absolute rule, you must not ever give God leftovers!

Jesus confirmed the tithe, the 10%, in Matthew 23:23 and then promptly raised the bar on everything. 10%? No, 100%. Don’t kill? No, don’t even get angry. Adultery? Don’t even have lustful thoughts. Divorce? Forget it! Promises? Just do it. Getting even? Not your privilege, Gods. Love friends, enemies too. Give, give, give, give, and give, but do it quietly, privately.

For several months my grandson Nate didn’t have a bicycle, he would ride one that belonged to a neighbor. When he did get his first little bicycle it had training wheels, it was the only way he could ride. Then one day the training wheels came off and Nate discovered the joy and freedom of two wheel riding. He is a speed demon with wind in his hair and a grin on his face!

Some of you here today are riding free, you don’t make any financial contribution to your church. You feel that just showing up is a good contribution. Some of you are riding with training wheels. You give impulsively based on what you happen to have in your wallet or how moved you are by an appeal or a special need. Some of you are riding without the training wheels but very carefully, hesitantly, afraid to fall. You are giving, not a tithe, but regularly. And a small few of you are speed demons. You have decided to put all your trust in God and you give him 10% and more, right off the top. We can tell who you are because you have wind in your hair and a grin on your face.

Consistent, systematic, sacrificial giving is a lot like riding a bicycle, it is something you have to work up to. God has to touch your heart and make you unhappy with where you are. Most of us, maybe all of us did not begin with the tithe. We should have, the tithe is God’s minimum gift, but it is so hard to trust God that much. In Malachi 3 God invites us to “test him in (the tithe) and see if he will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it”. Every person here today who tithes will be glad to tell you that God keeps his promises, that tithing is a lot more fun.

Right now some of you are thinking that you would like to be able to tithe but you just can’t afford to tithe. The reason you can’t is because you don’t! Listen to what God says, “You expect much, but see, it turned out to be little. What you brought home, I blew away. Why? Because of my house, which remains a ruin, while each of you is busy with his own house. Therefore, because of you the heavens have withheld their dew and the earth its crops.” (Haggai 1:9-10) You can’t afford to give because you don’t give, and God withholds his bounty. You don’t understand that “God prospers you, not so you can raise your standard of living, but so you can raise your standard of giving.” And that is the last key to the Treasure Principle.

In Luke 16:10 Jesus said, “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much”. God has trusted you and me with a little bit. What are we going to do with it? What we do with it today will determine what God does with us the next day. Amen.

