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“The Treasure Principle”

(Part 2 or 3)

Luke 12:13-21

June 11, 2006


The Treasure Principle! What is it?

“You can’t take it with you, but you can send it on ahead.”


Last week I gave you two keys to the Treasure, 1. God owns everything and we are God’s managers. 2. Our hearts always follows our treasures. Today I am going to give you two more keys to the treasure. Let me tell you what they are then I will explain them. Key #3 is “Heaven is our home, not earth.” And key #4 is “We should live for the line and not for the dot”.


In our reading from Luke someone comes to the Rabbi Jesus and asks him to settle a dispute over an inheritance. Rabbi’s of Jesus day would have normally been expected to settle family disputes, so the request wasn’t inappropriate. But Jesus took this opportunity to talk about the misplaced significance we put on money and possessions. “Watch out”, Jesus says, “Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions”.

Jesus doesn’t know what he is talking about! Everybody knows that “The man who dies with the most toys wins.” We laugh about that bumper sticker, but the truth is every one of us here today live like we believe it. Everything about us cries, “Hi ho, hi ho, off to the stores we go!” As if somehow gathering and storing is what life is all about. There are many roadblocks to good stewardship of our resources but the greatest roadblock is the illusion we have that this earth is our home and we need to be about the business of furnishing it. It ain’t so!

Again and again God’s word tells us that this is not our home and we need to refocus our resources toward our real home.

Hebrews 11:13 calls us “aliens and strangers on earth”. I love that! I always wanted to meet an alien and lo and behold I have a room full of them here. Live long and prosper!
II Corinthians 5:20 says that while we are here we are “Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us”. We are temporary residents, representing Christ, but with our citizenship in another land.

Philippians 3:20 says that other land is heaven. We are ambassadors to America from Heaven.

Jesus says in our reading for today that our service here is temporary and we will be called home. And when that happens God will measure our service by the treasures we gathered, not on earth but in heaven. It makes no sense at all to store our treasures where we don’t live.

One of the fastest growing work groups in America today is the legal and illegal Mexican workers. I remember C. J. Viator telling me one time that his work crews, skilled stone masons and laborers, were all Mexicans with families still living in Mexico. They traveled here for the work season and sent most of their earnings home to their families in Mexico. When the season was over they went home to Mexico. They didn’t store their treasures where they didn’t live. We don’t live here, we are here on temporary work visas.

On May 27th I had the wonderful privilege of performing the wedding of Sarah Lehrmann to Ben Bromiel in Austin, Texas. Most of the people who came for that wedding were not from Austin. We even had people come to that wedding from foreign countries like Australia and Atlanta. We had a great time!

The bible tells us that Jesus is “the bridegroom” and we are the bride, (Matthew 25), and he is coming for us, we just don’t know when. The bible also tell us that Jesus is the “carpenter” the builder, and that he is in heaven “preparing a place for us” and “will come back and take us to be with him”. (John 14) What are we supposed to be doing while we wait? Furnishing our place in heaven! Not this place that we are going to leave.

Have you ever been to a community dump? Not high on your list of places to visit? I understand that, but it might be worth the trip for the whole family. A dump is a smelly place full of rejected and sometime vile things. Things like dirty diapers and rotting garbage to obsolete electronics and other broken things. Stuff! Sooner or later everything you own will end up in a dump. It will! A dump can be a very effective eye-opening thing. It has a profound way of reminding us that everything we collect is, in the scheme of things, short lived.

The person who has their thinking cap on straight understands that this life is like a tiny dot and heaven is like an unending line. Key number four to the treasure principle is to live as if life is a tiny dot and everything beyond this life is an endless line. To live with our eye on the dot is to live short-sighted. To live with our eye on the eternal line of heaven is to be far-sighted.

All of us have to choose how we are going to use the resources God has entrusted to us. We can choose to keep them in the family and enjoy them for a little while. Or we can choose to share them in such a way that the dividends pile up in heaven guaranteeing our enjoyment of them forever.

Jim Elliot, the man who gave his life in the mission field in Ecuador, once said, “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot loose.” You might think, “Well what do you expect from a totally committed missionary who never thought about gain.” But “gain” is precisely what Jim Elliot was thinking about! He just realized that the kind of gain he wanted was the kind God promised he could never loose. He wanted his treasures stored in heaven. He lived for the line, not the dot, and he was certain where his home was, and it wasn’t earth.

1. God owns everything and lets you be the manager.

2. Your heart will go where you put your treasures.

3. Heaven is your home, not this earth.

4. So, live for the eternal line and not for the little dot of life.

The fundamental test for the use of our resources is whether our resources become a tool of

service that benefits others and enables others to be in a position to serve God better.

Are we generous or are we hoarders? How much should we give away? And to whom should we

 give it? Those questions are ultimately between you and God. The Old Testament says our minimum gift should be 10%. And says that “tithe” never belonged to you to begin with, was on loan from God. The New Testament says that is way too low, 100% belongs to God and you are the manager, use it wisely because God checks the books.   Amen.

