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“The Treasure Principle”

(Part One of Three)

II Corinthians 9:6-11

June 4, 2006


The Treasure Principle is simple! Here it is.

“You can’t take it with you ---

but you can send it on ahead!”


The principle is simple, the idea is logical. Anything you try to hang on to will eventually slip through your fingers. Money, things, people, they will all eventually get away from you. That is life! But anything you put in God’s hands will be yours for eternity. That is heaven.

Today I am going to give you two of six keys to the Treasure Principle. Next week, and the week after I will give you the other four keys. I promise you that if you use these keys you will never be sorry.

The first key to the Treasure Principle is that everything belongs to God! You are his manager. God is sole owner of everything that was, is, or ever will be. God has not revoked his right of ownership to anything or anybody. We may feel like we own things but in reality they are just things God has allowed us to manage. The bible says, “The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.” (Psalm 24:1) “’The silver is mine and the gold is mine’, declares the Lord Almighty”. (Haggai 2:8) “Remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth.” (Deuteronomy 8:18) “You are not your own; you were bought at a price.” (I Corinthians 6:19-20) “Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.” (Proverbs 3:9-10) And I could add to those five verses hundreds more. God owns everything and you are his manager. And that includes every dime you will ever have!

Did you know that,

272 verses in the Bible talk about belief.

371 address prayer.

Love is the topic for 714 verses.

And giving commands 2,162 verses.

One out of ten verses of the Synoptic Gospels is about giving and 16 or the 38 parables of Jesus are about stewardship of resources. Evidently God has decided this is an important topic and we need to take it seriously.

Paul says, “whoever sows generously will also reap generously”. (II Cor. 9:6) Proverbs 22:9 says “A generous man will himself be blessed”. 

When I was in Mexico on my last mission trip the little casita we were building was just a few paces away for the casita where the new home owner was living while she waited for us to finish her place. The little house was a plywood sheeted, tin roofed structure that had maybe 4 rooms. The floors were packed dirt, the walls exposed studs with sunlight snapping through cracks in the walls. The kitchen/dining area had one naked light bulb and a tiny propane gas cook top and lots of nooks and crannies to store things. The water was a hose bib outside. The dining table was a piece of age stained plywood on makeshift legs with cheap plastic lawn chairs scattered around.

I happened to notice our first day on the job that the homeowner had several small chickens in pens just outside the house. Each day one of those chickens would disappear. And each day the homeowner would insist that we come and have lunch with her family. Chicken and rice. Chicken and beans. Chicken and tortillas. The food, though meager, was always good, and fresh I might add. We ate, the family served us. She was giving us food from her children’s mouths, everything she had. The least we could do was eat every morsel as if it was the finest fare, it was to her, and I suspect God counted it a banquet fit for his Son. She was literally “dirt poor” but she joyfully gave us what she had.

Christians are the backbone of American generosity. In the year 2000 only 38% of Americans attended religious services weekly. That 38% was responsible for 66% of the charitable contributions to Christian and nonreligious institutions.

Look at it that way and we sound like pretty good stewards of God’s resources. But numbers can be deceiving. Balance those good numbers with these, Christians contribute somewhere between 1.1% and 3.4% of their annual income to religious and nonreligious organizations combined, including the church. Americans as a whole give 1.5% to 2.0% of their income to charities.

We are giving a token amount to help the very people Jesus said represented him in the world. We Christians spend the vast majority of our money on ourselves. And this is particularly true of the majority of us who are in the middle class making over $20,000 and under $100,000 a year. Those on the opposite extremes of income give more to charitable causes than those of us in the middle. It would seem that at least up to a point the more we make the more likely we are to spend it on ourselves. Our charity begins at home.


You and I are God’s managers of resources. We are, whether we like it or not, because God has chosen to put those resources in our hands. The question is, how are we managing God’s resources? Paul says that how we distribute those resources directly effects how God responds to us, sparingly then sparingly, generously then generously, “because God loves a generous giver”.


If you give generously to the Lord’s work God will reward you. That is what the Bible says in many, many places. Generosity from your heart is loved by God. Any other reason for giving doesn’t count with God. We can’t be compelled to give. We can’t be coerced to give. Giving to receive social kudos doesn’t count with God. Giving because we want to give is the only reason God welcomes and blesses.


Some of us give because we are thankful for what God has given us. I drive to church in my shiny new Toyota Tundra wearing my Sunday best suit and shined shoes and give God a thank offering. But if God should stop giving to me will I still be thankful for his love? Thankful like the little Mexican lady in the dirt floored hut in Rio Bravo? Giving out of thankfulness may be a weak reason for giving.

Some of us give because we believe God will give us more and better if we give. We see it as a good investment. But what if after giving and giving we find our financial position isn’t any better at all, maybe worse. Will we still give? Or will we decide that God can’t be trusted to reward a giver and so we need to keep our charity at home? Giving in order to get? Not a very Godly reason for giving.

Neither reason is Paul’s reason for giving. For Paul good stewardship of resources has nothing to do with past or future and everything to do with today. The good stewardship Paul is talking about is faith in God to meet our daily needs today as we give our resources today. We give because we trust that God will “Give us this day our daily bread”. Tomorrow is God’s to do with as he pleases. Will you be here tomorrow? Maybe, maybe not, but you are here today. Thank God for today!

What is the best reason for being generous with your treasures? Joy! Paul says, Each of you “should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a (joyful) cheerful giver”. It is fun to give your money to a place where you know the money is going to do things to make your life better, the lives of your children better and the lives of people everywhere better.

And you know what will happen to you when you give generously to a place like that? Your heart will increasingly go where your money is going. That is the second key to the Treasure Principle. Your heart will go where your money goes. Remember what Jesus said? “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matt. 6:21) I don’t want my treasure in Band of America! It is a good bank, but I know their bottom line is what they care about, my treasure just helps them get there. I want my treasure where it does the most good for me and my family and for as many people as it can.

You can’t send your wealth directly to heaven via Fed X, they don’t go that far. You can’t do a wire transfer to heaven either. But you can send it to heaven when you give it to help spread the love of God. In a way Jesus is saying, “show me your bank account and I will show you where your heart is.” As surely as the sun rises in the East, your heart will follow your money.

Sometimes people will say to me, “I intend to give more to the church but I’m not quite ready to do that yet. I need to get my heart closer to God and my mind off of all my other obligations, then I will give. But that is backwards, and it probably won’t ever happen. If you put your treasures in heavenly things first, your heart will follow, and you will feel “rich in every way” and ooze “thanksgivings to God”. Try it, you will like it! Amen.

