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“First Chance Again”

II Corinthians 5:17 & Galatians 2:20

May 21, 2006


Saturday before last Texas Christian University had its 2006 graduation ceremonies. I know because I was there for David. The H.E.B. school district will have its graduating ceremonies on May 27th, Birdville on May 28th, and Grapevine Colleyville on May 29th. Lots of graduates, lots of kids looking for summer jobs and getting ready for ….. something.


Graduation marks the end of something, usually something that took a while to accomplish, thus the need to mark the end with special recognition. Then, if we are lucky, there comes this lull, this pause as we let out a sigh of relief and turn off the alarm clock so that we can sleep a little later. That’s the way it should be. Everybody needs a rest after a long haul, a sabbatical after years of meeting deadlines and cramming for tests.


But graduation isn’t simply the end of something. Graduation signals a readiness to begin something new, and because that something is new we have the opportunity to start fresh, to put past mistakes behind us. We get what amounts to a second chance.


Second chances are wonderful, but even better than second chances would be first chances again. Our two scripture verses for today tell us clearly that when we open our hearts to allow Jesus to be Lord something remarkable happens, something only God can do.


One of these scriptures is a statement of faith, the other is an explanation of or clarification of the statement of faith. These two verses are so central to our Christian faith that we need to burn them into our minds. Or as the bible would say, we need to “hide God’s word in our hearts”. (Psalm 119:11) I know, I know, I can hear some of you thinking right now, “I can’t memorize scripture verses.” But…if Will and Jentina can memorize them so can you.


Grandma’s Trip Skit


On the front of your bulletins are the two scripture verses we are going to commit to memory this week. When you memorize a scripture verse you want to also memorize the reference so that at any time you can easily turn to the entire passage in your bible. So, we say the reference first, then the verse, then the reference again. Lets read the first verse together. “II Corinthians 5:17. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come. II Corinthians 5:17”


That is a statement of faith. In Christ - new creation, old gone - new come. Think about that for a minute. A new creation! This is something we can’t do, only God can create. We can remake, we can adjust, we can manipulate, we can combine, but we can’t create. Only God can create.


This verse says that when anyone is in Christ he is no longer the person he once was. He is not a remade person, he is a new person. The old person is gone, dead, kaput! The Barney (put your name in there) that was before Jesus is no longer.


One of my favorite sci-fi/horror movies is “Invasion of the Body Snatchers”. It originally came out in 1956 and since then has been remade twice. The premise is creepy! Alien seeds fall to earth and grow into man-sized pods that contain a perfect replica of a person. When the replica is mature, and the person goes to sleep, the replica takes their place, complete with memories. New body, old memories, new purpose.


But that isn’t what happens to us when Jesus becomes Lord of our lives. We are the same physical person but with a new focus and a new love, and a new indwelling Spirit to help us. We are a new creation because the person that has been created new is the spiritual person. Only God can do that! I might be able to recreate my body by strict eating habits and hard workouts but I will still be me in an improved body. God recreates the most important part of us, the spiritual part that will live forever. The old spiritual Barney is dead and gone, the new spiritual Barney is born.


How does God do that? How does that happen? Galatians 2:20 answers that question. Lets read it together beginning with the reference. “Galatians 2:20. I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. Galatians 2:20”. 

We have been crucified with Christ. Not physically of course, but spiritually. The first spiritual self was already dying and rotting in us. That spiritual self was being poisoned to death by sin. In Christ we spiritually crucify to death our old selves. The old spiritual self is no more, gone, dead, kaput. And in it’s place God puts a brand spanking new spiritual self with Jesus sitting on the throne of our lives. We no longer use just our gut instinct and intellect to make decisions. That kind of thinking will always get us in trouble because instinct and intellect can be corrupted by Satan. The Jesus directed spirit now takes control, steering instinct and intellect to do God’s will. Christ lives in us. Not as a passenger but as the pilot.


Now here is the rub. This new spirit in us lives in the old mind and body. The old mind remembers the old way and the body still operates in a fallen world that every day tries to steer our new spirit directed body in old sin ways that it knows. The new spirit and the old mind and body clash like…..long wooly socks and sandals. That is why in Philippians 3 Paul wrote that he wanted to be like Christ in every way but he wasn’t yet, he was still working on it. (Philippians 3:10-14)


Our old selves want to do the old things. But when Christ is enthroned on in our hearts we are not the same old us, we are a new creation learning new Godly ways. If I continue the old ways all I do is prove that Christ is not who I say he is for me.


A Christian can’t live with a woman who isn’t his wife.


A Christian can’t cheat on her husband.


A Christian doesn’t cheat people out of their money or

services or anything. Christ was a giver not a taker.

With Christ in your heart ignoring social problems is out of the question. You have to be willing to try to do something to change them. Christ was a change agent.

As a Christian I can’t be the one responsible for tension in my family or at my church or anywhere. Christ was a tension breaker.

Because Christ justifies me before God I must live justly before others.

Because Christ has made us holy we must do our best to be holy before others. (Good and honest, loving and righteous)


But here is the good news, the new spirit with Jesus enthroned as Lord is much more powerful than the old mind and body driven by sin. The old mind already knows that when I listen to Jesus and in faith do what he tells me to do God is pleased with my life. And in some way my mind and body become a little more like Jesus. Through faith I am being remade from within.


Let me give you a negative example. Cancer slowly changes us from within. Left untreated the cancer will slowly but surely take over our bodies and shut down important bodily functions until we die. Cancer is not a result of sin, cancer is not sin, but cancer works like sin because if sin is left in us sin will eventually destroy us.


Christ in us, our faith in him and our gratitude for his sacrificial love for us works like cancer in reverse, slowly but surely healing sin’s wounds, gradually making us more and more like our Lord. The best way to accelerate the change Christ is working in us is to place God’s word in our hearts. Read the word from God daily. Memorize as much of it as you can so that no matter where you are or what you are doing that word is right there with you. (Satan won’t wait for you to find your bible.)


So, lets begin today to “hide God’s word in our hearts”. Pull out your bulletins again. Lets read those wonderful verses one more time. And then when you get home cut those verses out and paste them somewhere where you will see them all this week. Repeat them again and again thinking about what they are saying. These are the words of life. Remember them. Amen.

