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“The Great Principle”

John 12:23-26

April 2, 2006


The Great Commandment is “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.” And is always accompanied by the second Commandment which says, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” (Matthew 22:37) The Great Commission is found in Matthew 28 when Jesus tells us, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.”


And now, here is the Great Principle found in our reading today from John 12, Jesus said “The man who loves his life will lose it, while the man who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life.” Let me rephrase Jesus words this way, “The one who would save his life must lose it, for only by losing it can he save it for the life to come.”


The world in which we have our being would consider that principle ridiculous. We tend to be singularly focused on saving life. We have life preservers, life belts, life rafts, lifeboats, lifelines, lifeguards, life insurance. That last one is a little strange I admit since it doesn’t pay off unless you lose your life. But Jesus says that if you want to save your life you have to lose it. When he said those words he was just hours away from losing his life. But nobody took Jesus’ life, and he didn’t really “lose” his life, he gave his life. Jesus made it very plain in John 10 that “No one takes (my life) from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.”


And now Jesus says if we are to serve him, following him, then we too must willingly choose to lose our lives. This principle saturates the Bible, is found everywhere in God’s word. Every story of every patriarch and the life stories of all the disciples except Judas reflect this principle of sacrifice, of death and denial, of life coming from death.


But wait a minute, we see this same great principle in many areas of our lives. For instance, the person who works only to put in his time and draw his paycheck isn’t of much use to his employer. But the person who gives himself to his work, who wants more than anything to do a good job, who goes the extra mile or the extra effort is a valuable person to his employer. That person dies to himself on behalf of the work. Or just look at the family. If either one of the parents live only for themselves the family suffers and the children don’t ever see what real love looks like. On the other hand, when parents chose to die to their own desires and sacrifice for the good of the family the family grows increasingly stronger and stronger. The children grow up understanding that what makes a family God blesses is member’s willingness to die to their own wants.


If this is true in business and true in the family then it is even more true in spiritual things. For only when we say no to ourselves do we become capable of saying yes to God. And when we say yes to God through sacrificial living our choice opens us up to receive God’s blessings. We have to die to our selves to be born to live for God. That’s what Paul meant when he wrote to the Galatians “I have been crucified with Christ.” (Galatians 2:20)


This is the principle then: death and denial. It is only by death that life comes. Jesus used the seed and the wheat as his illustration, we could do the same with dozens of other examples of life from death. We see this principle in many areas of our lives. And of course Jesus demonstrated this basic principle by his own death and resurrection. Had he not died, not been willing to deny himself for us, you and I would have no ghost of a chance for heaven.

This kind of living, this determination to die to our own wishes, is not easy. It isn’t pleasant to be crucified, and sometimes thats the way it feels! Giving up, dying to our own desires for others. But until we apply this principle to all aspects of our lives we will never know the full blessings of a walk with Jesus.


Several generations ago there lived a man in England whose name was George Mueller. Mueller founded many of the great orphanages in England and maintained them solely through prayer. He wasn’t a rich man. How did he do it? Listen to what he said: “There was a day when I died – died to George Mueller, his opinions, preferences, tastes and will; died to the world, its approval or censure; died to the approval or blame of my brothers and friends; and since then I have studied only to show myself approved unto God.”


To lose your own life in order to gain it unto life eternal doesn’t mean you have to do what Mueller did. But it does mean you must be willing to do whatever Christ asks you to do. And you need not worry, it won’t be something sad or gloomy. To obey the Lord is pure joy. Remember that it was “for the joy set before him” that our Lord “endured the cross and scorned the shame”. (Hebrews 12:2) A “cross”, a “shame” might be anything we fell God wants us to do that we might not normally do. These are things that cost us our comfort zone. But then considering what our Lord did for us …. Who are we to complain. Jesus clearly saw the cross and knew the cost, but he saw far beyond the suffering and shame to the glory of his kingdom. He saw you, loved you, chose the cross because he loves you. Amen.

