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“The Stumbling Block”

I Corinthians 1:18-25

(Inspired by, with quotes from “The Treasure Principle” by Randy Alcorn)

March 19, 2006


This is fair warning! I am going to do a little preaching today and some meddling too. I’m going to talk to you about your treasures. For you see, how we use our treasures is a clear indication of where our heart rests. What are our treasures? They are many, but certainly our three major treasures would include our families, our time and our money. Today I feel led to talk about our financial treasures.


Our reading from I Corinthians is not about money but it is about treasure. The cross of Christ represents the most precious treasure we will ever hold. The cross of Christ represents the Godly hope of eternal life through the substitutionary sacrifice of God’s perfect Son for our imperfect lives. (Jesus takes our place, pays the price for our sins.) Faith in Christ and what he did secures for us the greatest treasure, heaven.

The rub is that we can’t just sit on the premises and enjoy the gift. God expects us to live as much as possible like our Lord, and that always means living sacrificially. Living like Jesus necessitates a change in the way we think and live. Our focus must shift from “me and mine, here and now” to the Lord’s way of thinking that includes care of our families (me and mine) and care for others outside our families (yours and theirs), and a focus toward our heavenly homecoming. We have to change our way of thinking and living to include, in large part, laying up treasures in heaven. In no time at all we will be in heaven. What will we find? Evidently, according to Jesus, some of what we find in heaven we will have sent there.

I finished my taxes the other day. Included with my tax soft wear is a program that is designed to help me do some long range financial planning. I am one of those many people who tend to live from day to day and give little thought to the future. Consequently I am prone to rude surprises, especially when it comes to unexpected and unplanned for expenses. I’m trying to change!

I believe that many Christians have the same kind of short range thinking about their lives. I think many of us are prone to little or no long range planning for our eternity in heaven. We don’t lay up for ourselves treasures in heaven as our Lord encouraged. If we could see our “place”, our “room” in heaven we would find it pretty bare. I think that’s because we can’t fully understand the value of what lies in store for us in heaven. And I think we don’t lay up for ourselves treasures in heaven because we are too busy laying up for ourselves treasures here and now. I think most of us suffer from short range thinking!

There is a little parable Jesus told about a man who was walking across a field when he stumbled upon a partially buried treasure. (The story is in Matthew 13.)  The man recognized the value of what he had found on land he did not own. Jesus said the man reburied the treasure, marked its location, and promptly went and sold everything he had so that he could buy that land. Jesus said, “The Kingdom of Heaven is like” that treasure, it is the most precious thing we could ever have and worth any sacrifice.

Some of us treat our earthly treasures as if they are the reason for living. We live much like the rich fool who built bigger and bigger barns to store his stuff never thinking that one day he would have to leave everything he was storing to somebody else. (Jesus told a lot of parables about the value of heaven and the folly of accumulating earthly things. In fact Jesus talked more about the proper use of money than he did about heaven and hell. No doubt because he knew how much we all value our money & how short sighted we can be.) Jesus was well aware of how money can get in our way of accumulating real treasure.

A wealthy young man came to Jesus and asked what he must do to inherit eternal life. He was a good man. He kept the commandments, was honest, honored his parents, went to church regularly. From all outward appearances he was a good candidate for heaven. But Jesus knew his one real flaw, he really enjoyed his money, it was precious to him. And so he challenged the young man where he knew it mattered the most. “Sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” (Luke 18:18) He could have been the 13th disciple. We don’t know the young man’s name because he couldn’t do what Jesus required of him. He couldn’t let go of his money.

How would you respond if Jesus gave you the same ultimatum? Would you sell your home, all your possessions, cash in your c.d.’s and withdraw your retirement money, and give it all to the poor? Or would your actions prove that money and what it can provide is your real god and the Lord God is a luxury? That’s mean isn’t it! That’s so hard.

I don’t think God is asking us to go that far. I think Jesus was using this young man’s request as a teaching tool about earthly versus heavenly treasures. But I do believe that he wants us to rethink the value we place upon our financial resources. He is shocking us into thinking about how we can make our resources do more than make us comfy.

God does expect us to use our financial resources to help the church as we reach out to the world all around us. We take the Good News, but if we go with empty hands the Good News isn’t very good news, especially if you are about to be evicted, or your electricity is about to be turned off and your refrigerator is empty. Your church needs your money, it is just that simple.

James said if we say to a person “Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed,” but do nothing about their situation, “what good is it?” But if we say “I wish you well, here, let me wrap this around you and give you some money for food and try to help you find some income”, then the Good News has heart. Jesus repeatedly demonstrated that the Good News has to be wrapped in helping hands and listening ears and open hearts. In our society and day that means having readily available financial resources.

In Matthew 6 Jesus warns us not to store up for ourselves treasures on earth, but treasures in heaven. Are earthly treasures bad? No, but earthly treasures don’t last. Proverbs 23:5 says, “Cast but a glance at riches, and they are gone, for they will surely sprout wings and fly off to the sky like an eagle.” Earthly wealth will always be lost! Either we will loose it while we live or we will loose it when we die. It is a loose, loose situation! Earthly treasures are like Confederate money at the end of the Civil War, not very valuable for very long. When Christ returns earthly treasures will be worthless, or when you die, whichever comes first.

Let me give you a market tip, or, let Jesus give you one, “Store up for yourselves treasures in heaven.” In a way Jesus is talking about deferred gratification. But actually if you go back to that parable about the found treasure you will see that the fortunate man is so filled with joy that he willingly sacrifices everything he has to buy that land. He knows the value of the land. He knows what the future holds for the man who owns the promised land. He might not have it yet, as he sells in order to buy, but he is already a happy man. We should be too! We have a glimmer of an idea what heaven will be like, and we know Christ has bought us a place there. But here and now we are about the business of furnishing our heavenly home. We do it, not by getting, but by giving!

Last thought, what treasures will heaven hold when we do what Jesus tells us to do here and now? Luke 19:15-19 says we will earn great power. Matthew 19:21 says we will gain heavenly possessions that will last forever. Psalm 16:11 says we will be filled with joy and experience eternal pleasures at God’s right hand. And best of all, Philippians 3:7-11 says we will have the greatest joy of knowing and serving Jesus forever. Storing up treasures in heaven is right and its smart. After all, you can’t take it with you but you can send it on ahead of you. Amen.

