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“Living in a Combat Zone”

I Peter 3:8-22

March 5, 2006


Can you even begin to imagine what it must be like to live in an Iraqi city today? The enemy looks like your neighbor, looks like you. A trip to the market or local pharmacy could be your last. When your husband or wife leaves for work or your children are dropped off at school you don’t know if you will ever see them again. I can imagine this, and it gives me nightmares.


The other day one of our members was in my office and we were discussing the challenges his family is facing. He commented that his problems were getting him down but that he had begun to realize from talking with many friends that he wasn’t the only one with problems. And, he said, as he compared his problems with other people’ he realized that his weren’t so bad after all.


If we are in the least bit sensitive to other people’s problems we will agree with him that our problems may not be as great as they seem to be. But, your problems are your problems & their problems are their problems, and neither of them are insignificant to the person going through them. Our problems may not be life threatening but they are still significant challenges to us.


Sometimes it seems to us that we are living in an urban combat zone doesn’t it. Sometimes life doesn’t seem fair. We do our best and get slapped down for trying. We lay low and try not to get involved and are criticized for not caring. We try to help are called meddlers. All too often we don’t know who the enemy is until we find ourselves wounded and bleeding in the streets. And to make matters even worse things are not simple, not cut and dried clear. Sometimes right is judged wrong and wrong is excused on a technicality or even applauded. And too many times there is no clear right or wrong, the right way is hard to see.


When Peter wrote this little letter to the Christians living all over Asia Minor he was writing to a people who were trying to live out their faith in the midst of a world that either misunderstood them or just mistrusted their difference. We understand that don’t we? Two doors to the south of me live a Moslem family. Dad, mom, two pre-teen boys and a young girl I think. I occasionally see the father out in the yard in what looks like white pajamas playing with the boys. Occasionally I catch a glimpse of the mother and I think a daughter. They are so completely covered and seemingly anxious to get out of sight that I have no idea what they look like. I don’t hate them! But I don’t trust them because they are different. And so I don’t try to establish any connection with them. I know that is not right. Differences divide us and can cause big problems. Witness the terrible occurrences between two factions of the same religious faith in Iraq and in Ireland. Christians are not exempt are we?


Every day we have to choose how we are going to relate and respond to others. Sometimes our gut instinct conflicts with God’s heart. Just like the Christians in Asia Minor we need to know what God wants us to do. And we need to understand that very often what God wants us to do isn’t comfortable for us, even goes against the grain. But it is still God’s expectation of us.


What advice did Peter give those Christians in Asia Minor, and gives us today? Peter told them to do the best they could to live in such a way that the people around them couldn’t help but see the love of God in them. Peter told them to start with their brothers and sisters in the church. If we in the church can learn to live in harmony, being sympathetic and loving to each other then transferring that love to our outside the church relationships will be much easier. We have to begin at home.


Thankfully, Peter is a very realistic preacher, he knows that even should we perfectly live out our faith and love, others might not respond nicely to us. In fact we might find that it will backfire on us. But Peter says “Don’t be afraid” to do what is right. “Even if you should suffer” for your obedience to the Lord He will bless what you do. (v.14) God is perfectly aware of how people live. God is attentive to us when we try to do the Godly thing. He listens to our prayers and watches over our lives. (v.12) The ungodly have no such blessing.


But be careful how you live out your faith. It is so easy for us to begin to be proud of ourselves and adopt a better than you attitude. Like a snapped rubber band letting go of a stack of papers, your witness for the Lord will fly away in the wind if you get pompous about your faith. Live out your faith simply, unobtrusively, honestly, don’t make a big deal out of it. Doing what God expects us to do isn’t worthy of praise, it is our job. (v.15) And, if we still catch flack for our lifestyle, well Peter says, it is a whole lot better to suffer for doing God’s good than suffer for doing evil. (v.17)


As you go about your daily lives just remember, Christ died for you and people like you. Christ died for us not because we are good or worthy or somehow special, but because he loves us. Christ died for us not because he needed us but because we need him. Not because we were good to him but because he wants to be good to us. (v.18) Peter reminds us that God’s love for humankind is so great that when Jesus died on the cross he descended into hell to bring the good news of salvation to all the people who didn’t get to hear it before they died, even as far back as the beginning of humanity. God’s love in Jesus can’t be stopped by time or place or anything, even death. (v.19)


You have that love and all the Godly promises that go along with it. Your commitment to Jesus as Lord was your “baptism” into God’s blessed family and your water baptism was outward evidence of a holy truth.

We are certainly living in a combat zone. We are the troops of God on the front line. The One we are committed to sits at the right hand of God Almighty. God has given him authority and power over everything on earth and in heaven. Trust him and him alone. Obey him and him alone. Do what he says and not anyone else. Ultimately your commitment to Jesus will be worth more to you than all the gas wells in Texas.

What does that kind of commitment look like? It has many faces, almost every day will show you another one. But here are a few you will certainly confront. When a co-worker of someone you trusted as a friend sticks a knife in your back – don’t stick back. Only God has the right to get even. When someone you trust breaks that trust don’t do to them what they did to you, you remain trustworthy like the Lord is trustworthy to you. When people reject you because you refuse to go along with something you know God wouldn’t want you to do just be glad you are doing God’s thing. Don’t be tempted to twist the truth, always be lovingly honest no matter what it cost you. Live a moral Christian life despite the friends that try to get you to come along.

Will it be easy? Absolutely not! No way! Nada! This kind of life is hard, but God will so love you for trying! Can’t beat that!

