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“Dazzlingly Reality”

Mark 9:2-10

February 26, 2006

If we allow him God will take us to places and into situations that will comfort and guide us through our present situations and prepare us for future challenges. Why? Because he loves us. Not because we are good, sometimes we are good, sometimes we are not. He doesn’t love us for our abilities. They came from him to begin with. He loves us even as flawed and broken as we are! He loves us because he created us and he knows that in this broken world we need all the help we can get.


Today’s reading from Mark is called the Transfiguration account. This is the story, found in Matthew, Mark and Luke, about the time when a few chosen disciples received a glimpse of the true nature of Jesus. This is a true “mountain top” experience, is the event that created the phrase “mountain top experience”. On that mountain top the disciples Peter, James & John saw Jesus transfigured from their beloved teacher and friend to a dazzling vision of heavenly power. They watched in dropped-jawed amazement as Jesus held a conference with Moses, God’s representative of the old covenant and promise of salvation, and Elijah the prophet who never died and was the one chosen by God to precede the final coming of The Lord in glory. And then as they stood there gawking in amazement they heard The Voice. The Bible doesn’t give us any hint at how that voice sounded, except to say in the Matthew account that the three men immediately hit the dirt, terrified. (Matthew 17:6) They were in the presence of God witnessing the glory of God’s Son.

But this story is much more than a brief peek at the Lord’s glory. This story tells us something important about the Lord’s love for us, and the hope that we can hold on to no matter how troubling the news gets. 

The historical context of this story is the clue that explains why Jesus took this opportunity to show his true self to these men and send this important message of confident hope to us. In the preceding chapter Jesus has for the first time clearly told his disciples that he is the Christ, the Savior sent from God. And then he reveals for them what seems to them to be the awful truth that he will suffer, be completely rejected and murdered by the church, and on the third day rise again. The revelation of the Lord’s impending rejection and murder so upset the disciples they barely heard the resurrection part. Jesus senses their tunnel vision, and decides to give them a glimpse beyond this troubling flesh and blood world into the glory of heaven.

But wait a minute, this Bible is the living word of God. This Bible isn’t just a history book. When we read this book the stories invite us in to the historical event and at the same time reach out into our lives. What troubled them and what troubles us is not necessarily the same but a troubled heart is a troubled heart and God’s healing revelation is as perfect now as it was then. He understands that we too have tunnel vision. He understands our tendency to get swamped by the bad that is happening to us and not be able to see beyond our trouble. He wants to help us see just a little bit more like God sees. This world is not the final chapter in our lives.

It is no accident that this reading occurs on the Sunday before the beginning of Lent. This story anticipates the next five weeks of somber words and thoughts about the journey to the cross and the depths of despair that we could flounder around in beneath the bloody cross on Good Friday. God uses this story to invite us to a mountain top view of the Passion of Jesus and a mountain top promise of what lies beyond our own passion experiences. The cross and the grave is not the end of the story. The cross and the grave is the tunnel that leads to salvation and freedom and joy and great purpose forever. The crosses we bear and the open graves of loss we stare into should not be the end of our stories either. God will get us through them and even use them to get us to his higher purposes. This story of transfiguration in dazzling glory is a kind of fortification for us for the dark road ahead, a necessary road that leads to glory.

You see, God knows what is in store for you and me. God knows of the good and the bad sprinkled liberally along the path of life. All of us will have some of each, good and bad, that’s the reality of this brief physical journey. God wants us to know that this is not the end, that it won’t always be a roller-coaster ride, this struggle we are in isn’t going to last forever. One day our story is going to reach a climax, and it won’t be in the dark but in the dazzling reality of the pure light of God’s love. At least that’s God’s plan for us. The amazing thing is that God lets us decide whose plan we will follow, ours or his!

The Bible says that after about a week of some really blunt teaching about the cost of following Jesus the Lord invited three of his disciples to follow him up the mountain. I wondered why only these three? What about the others? The Bible doesn’t say. Some scholars believe that these three were closest to Jesus and that’s why he chose them. Maybe, the Bible doesn’t say, so that is just an educated guess and not worth much.

Let me make a guess, mine is no more worthless than theirs. The Bible says “Jesus took Peter, James and John with him”. It doesn’t say he selected them but he took them with him. Maybe Jesus invited them all to climb the mountain with him and only these three wanted to go. They had no clue what was in store for them. Maybe the other nine couldn’t get past the idea of Jesus rejection and the suffering he would have to go through. Maybe they couldn’t get past the idea that they too were going to have to carry crosses of their own if they were to continue following Jesus. Maybe they chose to stay behind this time. I am prejudiced toward that idea because it says to me that Jesus invites us all to see the truth, close to him or not. Some of us go, some of us don’t. That is why I believe that if we allow him God will take us to places and into situations that will comfort us and guide us through our present situations and prepare us for future challenges. But some of us can’t seem to get past the challenges to make the climb and see God’s promise.

Luke gives us a little more detail about that conference on the mountain. Luke says that Jesus, Moses and Elijah were talking about Jesus’ “departure”, his death and resurrection and return to heaven. So when The Voice from heaven says, “Listen to him” it was certainly a command to listen to what Jesus had to say about the meaning of his death. Don’t argue, just listen.

How do we listen to Jesus? He isn’t here in body of course. But his words are here in this book. The way we listen to Jesus today is by hearing what he has already said to us in the Bible. Most of the time reading this Bible isn’t a mountain top experience. It can often be an epiphany, an “ah ha” experience but Bible reading isn’t often a spectacular mountain top event. But look at II Peter 1:18 and read what Peter had to say about his mountain top experience with Jesus. Peter writes, “We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with him on the sacred mountain. And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.” What did Peter say? The word we heard on the mountain drove us to our knees but this word, this certain perfect word of God is with us any time, any place, it is better than a brief mountain top experience.

Pay attention to it, especially when you find yourself in a dark place in life. Pay attention to the word, God’s work and it will carry you through until the night is over and the morning star signals the hope of a new day dawning. Read it, trust it, mark it up, digest the words of God given to you. If you do and do so faithfully, careful to do what God’s word tells you God will teach you everything you need to know to get through, to win the race, and to serve Him until he takes you home to the dazzling reality of heaven.

I wish I could tell you that God is going to save you out of whatever quagmire you are in right now. But I can’t. I do believe that God has made a way out but all too often we are not willing to take that climb. God has made a way, but the very people who could open the doors for you, who have the connections and the resources, won’t. That unfortunately is the truth of this world.

But there is a greater truth than this mess we are in, and Jesus gave us a tiny glimpse of that heavenly truth that awaits us if we but take a walk with Jesus. Amen.

