1
2

“Knee Deep & Sinking?”

Matthew 14:30

February 5, 2006


This story in Matthew 14 is about faith, specifically Peter’s faith in Jesus. But of course it’s about our faith in Jesus too. Peter and the crew are out in the middle of the lake and have been rowing their boat against the wind and waves for about six hours and making little headway. They’re exhausted and not a little bit afraid. Jewish people were not sea-fairing people, fishermen certainly, but their boats were not designed to be used in stormy waters. They were out there because Jesus sent them out there. He wasn’t with them, or so they believed, and the situation was getting out of hand.


Sound familiar? How many times have you been just trying to do what you felt was right or that God would want you to do and found yourself knee deep in troubled waters and sinking? A lot I suspect. What do you do? Most of us do what Peter did when he found himself in trouble, we look around, see just how bad it can get and immediately accelerate our sinking. I do it and I know you do it because I often hear your stories. And I know there are many stories I never hear.

If we are faithful enough to get in the boat why in the world can’t we be faithful enough to trust Jesus? I know, I know, I can hear what your thinking, “I trust Jesus!”. But I know the truth! You and I trust Jesus when all else fails. We trust ourselves, we trust others, we trust everything but Jesus until we have exhausted them all and we don’t know what to do and then we start praying. It’s just human nature I suppose. This story is trying to tell us that we are getting our priorities backwards. We should trust Jesus first.


Matthew 14: 22-33 is about faith and clearly tells us that faith is a complex mix of things, it isn’t just believing. There are three Latin words that are kind of useful in helping us remember this mix of things. The first one is the word “notitia” and it means content or understanding. An English word that is a derivative of notitia is the noun “notice”, I will place a notice on the bulletin board. The first prerequisite of faith is to understand the Good News that God loves you and cares about you. Peter believed in the Good News or he wouldn’t have been in the boat. Us too. But you can believe the Good News and not accept its message of love. Your lifestyle will reveal your choce.


The second Latin word is “assensus” which of course means assenting or agreeing with. I understand what you are telling me and I believe its true. I not only believe it, I am going to live like I believe it. That is the depth of faith that would cause Peter to get in the boat and set out on a course without Jesus along. Assensus is the second level of faith and the one that sometimes leads us into troubled waters because its at this point in our faith that we step out. (Not that we need anything to lead us there. Trouble will find us, we don’t have to go looking for it.)


The third Latin word is “fiducia”. All you folks who are in law or finance know that word well. The word means trust, confidence or reliance upon. A fiduciary is someone who has your trust, someone you give authority to act on your behalf.


Mature faith includes all three, basic knowledge of the Good News of God’s love, (Jesus is my Savior) a decision to make it a part of your everyday life, (Jesus is my friend) and confidence that the one you believe and follow will do what is right for you in every situation. (Jesus is my Lord). 


It is that last one that we get hung up on. We live like we don’t believe that the Lord has sent his Holy Spirit to be with us. We live like we are alone. We live like we are lord, that it is totally up to us to pull ourselves up by our bootstraps or drown. It simply isn’t so. And, thank God, most of us will, when the water gets up to our chins, begin to cry out to the real Lord for help. And of course the good news is that every time - Jesus reaches out, takes our hand and helps us through the storm.


Faith is not just believing, faith is relying on without doubts, just trusting that the Lord will get you through. Peter, like us, sometimes had a strong faith and sometimes didn’t. In this particular story we see his faith tested by the severity of the wind and waves. His faith wavered as he looked at the danger and the strangeness of his situation. But he still trusted Jesus because he took his attention off the storm and put it where it belonged, on Jesus. In fact you might even say that Peter was nearer Jesus when he was sinking than when he was walking on the water. Think about that for a minute. We are nearer Jesus when we are in trouble, when we are being forced to make hard decisions, when life is trying to break us, than when everything is fine. Maybe we should thank God for the trials and tribulations that come our way as they force us to look where we should be looking all the time.


So, how should we live? Let me give you three suggestions that will help you.

1. Practice the presence of Jesus. Practice the presence. Expect to hear from him in your bible reading time, or through friends, or just about from anything. Talk to him out loud or in your mind. Include him, he is there. Practice his presence.

2. Understand that your circumstances, whatever you are going through, are not a measure of Jesus’ love for you. He never leaves you, never loves you less even in your doubts and faithlessness. We may be tempted to think he doesn’t love us because of the trouble we are in, but he does, he hasn’t gone away, in fact he has drawn closer.

3. Consciously, deliberately open yourself up to Jesus’ power, presence and love. He will take your hand. He cares about what you care about. Nothing is too mundane for Jesus. Nothing is unworthy to bring to him. Walking on water is child’s play to the Lord. When your hand is in the hand of the Man of God nothing you face can overwhelm you. Nothing.

Your Lord wants you to walk on the water, he wants you to do wonderful things that you have never 

done. But not alone! That’s why he died on the cross, and why on the third day he rose from the dead as victorious Lord of all. So that you too would have the victory! So, put your hand in the hand of the Man of God, and get out there! Amen.

