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“Faith is More Than Belief”

Luke 5:17-26

November 27, 2005


I almost never recycle a sermon. For the eleven years I have been here I think I have only pulled an old sermon from the archives and used it again maybe once or twice. This one is a recycle. I had to go to the archives because on Tuesday I had to make an emergency flight to Memphis to be with my brother in the ICU. I chose this sermon because this is the first Sunday in Advent and a time when we focus on looking toward the future and what God might do. On the day I first delivered this sermon, July 11, 1999, we broke ground for the Christian Life Center. We had a dream about how God might use this building. Maybe this sermon will help us see if we were right. Like they say on the radio, “don’t call in, this program is on tape”. Or in this situation, six years old.


Just the other day I spent some time on the internet looking at other church’s web sites. As you know we have our own site, and one of the things we do is evaluate other church web sites to see if we can get any ideas of how to improve our own site. There are some really exciting church web sites out there.


I found one called www.solid-rockchurch.com which was really exciting. Located in Tulsa, they used a lot of photographs and really sophisticated graphics on their site. This was obviously a non-denominational praise worship congregation. Their theme was “Speaking the Language of the Culture”. They were meeting in a store front, had a worship team of 5 young adults and focused on seekers using the latest contemporary music and themes. First class web site!


I found another called www.pointofgrace.org ,which turned out to be in Des Moines Iowa. An interdenominational church whose theme was “Innertaining the Heart”. “Not a church for everyone” the web site proclaimed. “Bible teaching in creative ways”. I’d like to visit that one some time. Sounds interesting.


I found another called www.catc.org , Church At The Center, in Seattle Washington. This church turned out to be Presbyterian USA. Their theme; “Real relevant and a little bit radical.” This church seemed to have a strong focus on the visual and performing arts, even had it’s own art gallery. Not your typical Presbyterian I’ll bet. Nice web site though.


Our sister church, St. Luke, has a nice web site, at www.stlukecpc.org . It’s much like ours.

I began to think about what I had seen. Churches that build their worship around contemporary music. Churches built around an art theme. Others that entice visitors with a promise of entertainment. Every church reflecting a different community, different focus, different personality, but each of them trying to be faithful to the Lord in their own way.


Faithfulness is a lot more than just believing in Jesus as Lord, as these churches show. Faith is believing, then putting feet to belief, creating opportunities to act out our faith.

Not all of these churches would fit my particular idea of appropriate worship, but all of them are living out their own idea of faith at work. I suspect the Lord celebrates all of them, and finds weaknesses in all of them too. Just like I’m sure he finds strengths and weaknesses with St. Timothy.


We at St. Timothy are living out our faith in the Lord in the way that we see as best today. Much of what we do, we have always done, but that way could change tomorrow. We are not rooted in the past, except where that past has proven effective in service to Jesus.

In fact, a lot of things have changed since 1970. In some ways we are the same as that first band of faithful church planters, in other ways we are different. And that is not bad, it just is. We may be a church that will be 30 years old next year, (make that 36) but we are definitely a church following the Way. Jesus, the way, the truth and the life is our leader and we will follow him wherever he decides to take us, just as did our founding members. 

This new building we are about to break ground for could open many new doors to faithfulness that we have never walked through before. It could change who we are, but then the Lord often does that.

Our scripture verse today is from Luke 5:17-26, and is that familiar story of Jesus healing the paralyzed man who was let down to him through the roof of a building. Lets read it, then I want to point out just one verse for us to think about.

Verse 20 says: “When Jesus saw their faith, he said, ‘Friend, your sins are forgiven.’” What happened? “Jesus saw”.

I don’t know how this trip to see Jesus began. But I can imagine that this man who was paralyzed and his friends were sitting around one night when the topic turned to this new teacher, Jesus of Nazareth, and the rumors spreading that he was filled with the gift of healing. And as they talked, one of them said, “Friend, why don’t we take you to see this Jesus, maybe he will heal you”.

 (Ministries start like that sometimes, even churches. Friends who sit around and wish they could do something better, then decide to try.)

Isn’t it great to watch this new ministry unfold! They come to the house where Jesus is teaching and find their way completely blocked by people. (Satan does that you know, creates road blocks to ministry.) They may be disillusioned, but they aren’t defeated. They climb up on that home’s roof and commence to tear open a hole large enough to let the man down before Jesus.

(Every time I think about that I get tickled. I can just see Jesus teaching all these serious looking men as the trash from the roof flutters down in front of them. Reminds me of the time in High School Algebra when, sitting on the front row and bored I began to make little spitballs and, when the teacher turned her back, flick them toward the ceiling and watch them flutter like little snowflakes to the floor. On about the fourth spitball, the teacher turned around just as the little white ball came fluttering down, right in front of her nose. She watched it till it hit the floor, then shot her meanest glare right between my eyes. Quick thinking that I was, I kept a completely straight face and looked quizzicly toward the ceiling, as if to say where did that come from. Caught completely off guard, she too looked up. I would have gotten by with it but I couldn’t keep a straight face. Off to the principles office again.)

Anyhow, back to the story. These guys were determined to get their friend in front of Jesus, confident that their hard work, and somewhat unorthodox methods, would be rewarded. And they were right. Because Jesus saw their hard work and recognized the faith that was driving it. And so, moral number one: faith is the first thing necessary.  Action, even risky, unorthodox action may be necessary to put feet on faith.

Moral number two is tied to the simple word “their”. Jesus saw not just the paralyzed man’s faith, but his friend’s faith too, “their faith”. The paralyzed man couldn’t have gotten to Jesus without them and their faith.

We are about to go outside for just a few minutes and take another step of faith in our Lord. We are going to dig a few spades of dirt and say a few prayers. But in reality what we are doing is taking another tile off the roof that has stood in the way of our reaching a greater ministry with Jesus. He has seen our faith, he will see it again today.

We don’t have some specific friend to let down to Jesus. But you can be sure that he has a long list of people he has in mind for us to lower into his presence in this new facility.

It’s taken hard work and determination to get where we are, and we are not there yet. There will still be many things that will pop up in our way. But we will be in that new building one day soon, because we have the faith that Jesus is going to continue to bless our hard work.

And who knows, maybe it’s us he wishes to heal and make whole again. Amen.

P.S. Five years later. How many of you here today were not here in 2000 when the Christian Life Center was completed? The second greatest gift God gives a people, second only to salvation, is more people to love. You see, faith is more than belief, faith is taking a chance on God. Amen, amen.

