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“It Matters!”

Matthew 21:12-17

November 13, 2005


This is match Sunday. Today the money you contributed and designated for the match will have double its value. We will take your magnified contribution and use some of it to repair parts of our facility, use some of it to pay down the current debt on our buildings and some of it to strengthen our savings account that helps us through the lean times. We are going to do these three things with our money because we believe God has given us these buildings and our ministry to better share the love of Christ, grow disciples, and in some way help change this community and even the world for Christ. These buildings, this property and all of the furnishings, and the money you generously give matter, they count for something beyond the building and furnishings. These “things”, if properly maintained & managed, will help us do heavenly work.

Now we all know that matter doesn’t matter, not in the long run. Heaven is our home and we can’t take stuff with us when the roll is called up yonder. We could do the Lord’s work without these surroundings, but these things make us highly visible and efficient at serving the Lord and the community. Matter doesn’t matter, but for the moment this matter does matter. Of course, if you don’t have basic matter then matter matters even more. Confused? I’ll try to untangle it for you.


The English language can be pretty confusing sometimes, especially when a noun and verb are spelled and pronounced exactly the same, as in the word “matter”. Several of my grandchildren are right in the middle of learning to read and write our wonderful language. Its words like these that cause them to scratch their heads and give us that “duh” look.


Matter (material things) are important when you don’t have the basic necessities or opportunities. Most if not all of us here today have experienced times when about all we could afford were the basic necessities, and usually during those times we had someone who was helping us through. Usually it is family, and sometimes it is a combination of family and others, like the church.

Not everyone has that advantage. A sad example of that is the large population of extremely poor people living around Paris. Their poverty and lack of hope has finally matured into violence. They probably feel they have nothing to loose and little hope of anything better. Angry at their seemingly hopeless situation, they strike out at anyone who seems to have. Paris is a long way from here, but poor like them are all around us right here in Bedford.


Another example of matter mattering is the tragic circumstances in Africa that have been born out of human greed and natural disasters. There are hundreds of thousands of refugees from Angola, Ethiopia, Liberia, Somalia, Sudan, and Zaire who have been in exile in refugee camps for a decade or more. Their children are maturing now. These thousands of teens have no country, are completely dependent on foreign aid for what little water and food they have, and have no hope of anything better. That is - no hope until the rebels and terrorist cells show up. Those kids are perfect candidates for world class terrorists. We don’t have civil war here, thank God, but we do have natural disasters don’t we and we know first hand how people can become poor.

History clearly tells us that human beings will not endure hopeless poverty indefinitely especially when just around the corner or across the ocean others live in relative luxury. The hungry masses are not ignorant of our wealth, even in Angolan refugee camps. A few have cell phones, and American magazines and newspapers find their way among the masses. Unless we do something we could discover what the Parisians have discovered, hopelessness breeds anger and violence. The church should be the first line of hope for the poor of the world.


Our reading from Matthew gives us a clue as to the attitude of the church toward the poor in Jesus day. The outer court of the Temple, the Court of the Gentiles, had been designated a sort of “free trade zone” with money changers and offering sellers doing a brisk business, a percentage off the top for the church. Bible scholars tell us that these merchants charged top dollar plus for their services and wares because of their advantageous location. The very nature of the activity discouraged the poor from participating. Matthew goes on to say that when the poor and sick came to Jesus at the temple the temple leadership frowned upon his activities. Poor people are poor contributors!

I think this story from Matthew is a wake up call, a warning to every church. It is all too easy for us to let our current operating expenses and our desire to grow our programs and facilities dominate our thinking and designate our spending. The Lord we follow obviously placed highest priority on taking care of our neighbors. So too must we!

Not only is taking care of the financially and socially disadvantaged a Godly thing but it just makes good common sense. If people have the basic necessities of life like water, food and decent shelter and hope that tomorrow could be better they are less likely to turn to violence. If people begin to see that things are getting better the great majority of them won’t be receptive to the false security of gangs or terrorist’s lures. Taking responsibility for the poor is our assignment from Jesus. The only way we can hope to make a change in the world’s situation is if we take our responsibility seriously. But our natural inclination is to take care of our selves and let others take care of themselves.

How can we change and where do we start? If you have been born again you have taken the most critical first step. Now the Holy Spirit of God resides in you and has begun to lead you on God’s path. He will show you how you are to live. The question is, how far down that narrow path have you walked. Many of us have been born again and yet cling to our old values. We are still putting ourselves first even as God’s Spirit shakes our hearts and conscience. Our old self-centeredness dies hard. Walking the straight and narrow is never easy, it takes deliberate determination and a lot of small steps guided by God’s Spirit. To change the world we must start with us.

The church is here to help. Sometimes we do, sometimes we don’t. The church is people but sometimes even a whole herd of God’s people can wander off the Lord’s path. That is what had happened in Jesus day. The powers that be in the temple had discovered that they could rent out the outer courts of the temple to vendors and get a cut. They had also realized that it was financially advantageous to encourage wealthy members and not encourage the poor. It is easy for us to understand the rationale. So easy in fact that we sometimes find ourselves doing the same. The church has bills to pay and poor people don’t pay the bills, the wealthy do. So, we favor the wealthy. I suspect that if Jesus were to come back today the first question he would ask is “Where are all my poor and how are you helping change their lives?”

This church has a Christ given mandate to help people, and we do. I am so glad that St. Timothy takes seriously it’s responsibility to help people physically, spiritually and financially. I’m glad because --- that takes the pressure off of me. NO, it doesn’t!

As long as we think that way, (my church is doing it so I don’t have to, my government is doing it so I don’t have to,) the terrible poverty of this world will never have any hope of resolution. Governments can budget billions and the problem of hunger and poverty will continue to balloon because governments are inherently wasteful. Churches can budget thousands and the poor will continue to multiply. We are more efficient than government but more limited too. But if YOU budget a few dollars to help and multiply yourself times the millions of Christians who can afford to help, then the world will begin to find healing to its poverty. The Spirit of God always works first with individuals and then with groups of individuals. World hunger and poverty can be fought and real progress made if you put your money on the front line.

I am so grateful for your generous contributions today. And now I challenge you to go the next mile in your giving. Don’t wait for a match Sunday like this to give. Out of every influx of money set aside a part of that money as your own personal contribution to help the poor of this world. You might want to give your money directly to a person in need without anything being taken away as operating expenses. You can by designating your check as “benevolence”. That money will never enter into the operating budget of this church. There are also many fine worldwide organizations that can help you get the most benefit out of your gift. They all have operating expenses, but they also have a major impact on world hunger. It’s up to you! Yes it is, changing the world is up to you and what you do matters. Amen.

