1
2

“To Be Like These”

Matthew 21:14-17

November 13, 2005


This being the month of Thanksgiving our theme in our daily chapel is from Psalm 92:1 which says “How good it is to give thanks to you, O Lord.” Each week I take that verse and develop chapel talks about being thankful. Last Thursday and Friday I took a big newsprint pad into chapel and asked the kids to help me make a list of the things we can be thankful for. Here it is.


Did you notice the similarities between many of the things the children listed? Lots of sports related thanksgivings on Thursday. On Friday I baited them and told them how thankful I was for my dog Toby (a collie I had when I was a boy) Guess what most of the thanks were about. Yep, dogs, then cats, then fish and birds, any kind of pet. Children follow the leader, especially if that leader is an adult they trust, but even if that leader is one of them.


Children are like little living sponges. Anything they hear soaks in, anything they see stays with them. It never ceases to amaze me how much they see and hear, even when you would swear they are not paying attention. And because they are so free spirited and uninhibited they are very likely to repeat what they take in, not necessarily in context.


Story goes that dad’s job took him out of town pretty frequently. He had four year old twins so as you might imagine mom had her hands full at home. Late one evening he returned home from an exhausting trip, the last hour of the plane flight in a very noisy thunderstorm. It was pretty late when he finally got home so he quietly made his way up to the bedroom, looking forward to a good nights sleep, only to find both of the children sound asleep with mom. There was no room left in the Inn. So he slept in one of the kids twin beds.


The next day at breakfast he talked to the kids about sleeping with Mom. It was ok he told them, especially if they got frightened during a thunderstorm. But it would be better if he was sure to be home that night that they sleep in their own beds, so dad would have his own bed to sleep in. They seemed to understand.


A couple of weeks later he was returning from a two-week marathon. His wife and the twins were there in the airport to meet him. The plane was a little late and so the arrival area was packed with families picking up loved one. As he walked out of the departure ramp he spotted his family across the crowd and they spotted him. His four year old little boy began pinballing between the adult legs, and half-way across the terminal shouted, “Hay Dad, guess what I have good news!”

“What’s the good news?”, Dad called back. “Nobody slept with mommy while you were away this time.” Every head in the crowd began to look for mommy!


Our children, especially when they are very young, believe that we can do no wrong and do their best to be like us. Later, in the pre-teen and teen years they will begin to do exactly opposite of what we do, and drive us crazy. But that is a natural part of the growing and finding our way process. We do a lot of praying during the teen years!


Our Bible story for today takes place at church. Jesus has just entered Jerusalem for the Passover. The Bible calls it the Triumphal Entry, the church calls it Palm Sunday, the children of our MDO call it the Great Parade. During the Great Parade the people all along the way were shouting their praises, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” The crowd all along the route into Jerusalem must have included many families with children.

Our reading takes place the day after the Great Parade. The sick and crippled are coming to Jesus at the temple and he is healing them. Imagine this, a great crowd of people milling around in this huge patio that was the outer part of the temple and known as the court of the Gentiles. It would have looked like and sounded like a huge open air flea market except that earlier in our reading Jesus had trashed the tables of the money changers and sellers of live offerings. (No doubt once he moved out of range they just set their shops back up. They had the blessing of the church, but that’s for another sermon.)

What Jesus was doing must have drawn a great crowd. And you can imagine the response of the people when they saw his miraculous power at work. They had no doubt that this Jesus was the One who was to come, the Messiah, the Son of David. The joy and excitement must have been better than the Texas Giant at Six Flags. Matthew says that the children in the crowd, not being in the least intimidated by the temple surroundings and completely ignorant of the politically correct thing to do, began to shout what they had heard their parents shouting in the streets yesterday, "Hosanna to the Son of David”.

Now the preachers and teachers were indignant at this “improper conduct” in church, and began to complain to Jesus. “Do you hear this irreverent racket? And Jesus responded to them, “Yes, I hear them. And don’t you remember reading in God’s Word that from the mouths of children and babies will come praise.”

If we were to go back to Matthew 18:3 we would hear Jesus talking about what it looks like to be a member of his kingdom. “I tell you the truth”, he said to them, “unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” And just a chapter later Jesus said of the children, “The kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”

The church has two basic assignments from Jesus, spread the Good News of salvation and grow up disciples.

Do you remember the Russian comedian Yakov Smirnoff? He said that when he first came to the United States from Russia he wasn’t prepared for the incredible variety of instant products available in American grocery stores. He said, “On my first shopping trip I saw powdered milk – just add water and you get milk. Then I saw powdered orange juice – just add water and you get orange juice. And then I saw baby powder and I thought to myself, Wow, what a country.”

Faithful disciples of Jesus, and just good moral people, are not born, are not instant creations, but are made. Your children will embrace what you embrace. In their early childhood they will copy you. Later, during adolescence, they will put all your examples to the test for sure, but God promises that the words and examples you have given them as children will not leave them and in fact they will one day pass them on to their children. (Isaiah 59:21)

The church, empowered by God, is about the business of making disciples of Jesus. When you bring your children to church and immerse them in Sunday School and other times of worshipfully fun events you are demonstrating to them that the Godly morals taught here are acceptable standards for a good person. Your faith and the Godly standards the church models rubs off on them becoming an indelible part of their personality. When we are successful that child will grow up to lead us into a more moral, Christ centered future, and God knows we need that. Church is worth the investment! Church pays big dividends!

But I can’t end here because the Good News is not simply a guaranteed pattern of good moral citizenship or a good investment. The Good News is that Jesus comes here like Jesus came to the Temple, and offers himself to our children and to us. If we believe on him and trust him he heals us of the things that cripple us, he touches us and makes us whole. Many an adult has brought their children to church because it seemed the right thing to do and found God’s grace and love and power for their lives too. Believing on Jesus they passed from death to life and became citizens of Christ’s kingdom throughout all eternity. In a very real way “the little children led them” to God.

What is church? A lot of things but it is certainly God’s place of nurture for the generations, for you and for your children and for your children’s children. This is the place where God comes down and meets us where we are. Amen.

