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“A Father’s Heart”

Luke 15:11-31

Father’s Day, June 19, 2005


Jesus told this story in response to the criticism that he cared about people who didn’t deserve his care. Jesus took this opportunity to tell us why he cared for people the way he did and what our Father in Heaven is like and what kind of heart our Father in Heaven has put into earthly fathers who walk closely with Him.

This is just a story, an illustration that Jesus used to get his points across. Anything I do to the story alters it in some way and may read into it something Jesus did not intend. On the other hand Jesus deliberately used stories like this because they would force us to make interpretations and leaps of faith that fit our own lives. When we do that the basic story takes on a depth and richness that just telling us what God is like would not have done.


As I said, Jesus told this story so that we could better understand what our Father in Heaven is like and what He wants us to be like. On this Father’s Day, 2005 I want to show you six attributes of our Father in Heaven that he also wants us earthly fathers to mimic with our children.

The first attribute is 1. Discerning. A Godly father recognizes the differences in his children’s temperament and loves them equally. The two boys in Jesus story were quite different. One was perfectly content to make his life at home, the other hungering to see the world. A Godly father understands that children are not the same. They think differently, they have different emotional and physical needs, and they have different temperaments causing them to react differently to life. A Godly father loves his children for their uniqueness and does his best to understand them, accept their differences and meet their needs.

2. Vulnerable is the second attribute of a Godly father. A Godly father is sometimes wounded by his children but his love never vacillates. We have a tendency to think “vulnerable” means weak. We men don’t like to think of ourselves as weak. But vulnerability doesn’t mean weakness, it means subject to hurt. We may not want to admit it but we are all subject to hurt. Don’t you know that our Father God is sometimes wounded by our choices, is vulnerable? Don’t you know that the father in Jesus story was heart broken by his youngest son’s decision to take the money and run?


A father has his dreams, his plans for his children. We may know intellectually that we can’t dictate our children’s life choices, but we still live with these hopes and dreams for them. We still try to make them happen. All too often those plans clash with reality. When the clash happens, and our children are old enough to make their own decisions, a Godly father lets them go.

3. The third attribute is Reliable. A Godly father accepts that his children will have to make most if not all the same mistakes he made and remains the rock to which they can turn. We fathers would love to shelter our children from the mistakes we made. Sometimes we are successful, but most of the time our children have to learn by trial and error. It is frustrating for a father to see his children going a direction he fears wrong for them. But we don’t know everything, and we certainly made our own foolish decisions and still make some. Who knows, our failures may be their successes! But fail or succeed, the Godly father is always there for his children. Always the port in the storm, always the one who celebrates their triumphs.

4. The fourth attribute of a Godly father is Watchful. He is always looking for any opportunity to heal the hurts between himself and his children. Did you notice that in this story the father showed his love and joy at his son’s return before the son said a word about his regrets? The son had made up his mind to seek his father’s forgiveness, but “while he was still a long way off” his father’s love reached out to him.

A Godly father looks for opportunities to bring healing. A Godly father will be the first to reach out, the first to show his love and forgiveness, the first to try to heal the hurt. Sometimes the broken relationship is a father’s fault, sometimes it is the child’s fault, but the Godly father does whatever it takes to take away the emotional pain.

5. The fifth attribute of a Godly father is Forgiving. A Godly father never holds a grudge, will forgive and forget. In Jesus story the son has taken his part of the estate and squandered it. He had a wild old time, giving no thought to the future, until the money was gone. In desperation, realizing his foolishness and how good he had it at home, he returns confessing his sin against the father. The father would have been completely justified in refusing to take him back. The father would have been gracious if he had hired his son to work the fields like all the other hired men.

But this father was more than gracious, he was Godly. All of us are like this son in Jesus story. All of us have “sinned and gone our own way”. But God, in his perfect love, accepts our confession and sorrow and completely reinstates us to our sonship with no strings and with no threats to resurrect our mistakes. A Godly father forgives and forgets. Forgiving is a one time choice, forgetting takes dogged determination to refuse to mention the pain again. Human beings don’t ever really forget, but we can determine to put the hurt so far away from us that we will not let it back into our thoughts or our words. A Godly father won’t bring the hurt back up later.

And the last attribute of a Godly father is number 6. A Godly father is Proactive. A Godly father is a peacemaker. Will make the first move of reconciliation. In the Bible story the wandering son comes home, is forgiven, reinstated, and a party is thrown. The older brother is angered at the injustice of the whole thing and refuses to attend. It is easy to understand his anger but what does the father do? He doesn’t wait for the older son to come to his senses. He doesn’t wait for him to cool down. The father is proactive. He seeks reconciliation. He leaves the party and goes in search of the missing son. He does whatever he can to help the son understand his father’s heart.

God is always proactive! An amazing thing considering the fact that God is in absolute command of all of creation. God is GOD, God is almighty, God is upon his rightful throne, God should never have to come looking for us or stoop to our needs. And yet, He does!

A Godly father is always proactive, always taking the initiative to try to bring peace in the family. Jesus story doesn’t tell us if the father was successful with his disgruntled son. The disgruntled son is not the point, the father’s action is the point. He did his best to bring healing to the son.

Fathers, when you love your children for who they are, not who you would want them to be, when you remain vulnerable to their actions, reliable as a rock in a storm, watchful for opportunities to help them, forgiving of their sometimes hurtful ways and proactive in healing the hurts, God will bless your efforts and one day your children will call you blessed. Amen
