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“Rich Toward God”

Luke 12:13-21, Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:21-23

August 1, 2004


I love my stuff! I do, I love my stuff, and would love to add some more stuff to my stuff. I love my new truck, and my new tools. And most of all I love having enough money to buy new stuff. I’m not greedy, I love having enough money so that I can pay off my debts, buy stuff for my kids, and even buy stuff for strangers if I so choose, all of that without having to worry about running out of money. I suppose I really love the money most because the money makes it possible for me to buy stuff. You know what I mean? Sure you do.


Our reading from Luke 12, verses 13-21, is but a part of a section in which Jesus talks about lifestyle and about attitudes toward stuff. Verses 13-21 warn against covetousness, the sin of hoarding everything for ourselves without consideration of others. Jesus begins that section with a little proverbial truth, “Life does not consist in an abundance of stuff”. Then he tells us a story about someone who doesn’t understand that proverb.

The next ten verses, 22-32, identify one reason even good people tend to hoard things, anxiousness, and chides us for being anxious, evidently not really believing that God can and will take care of us.

The last two verses, 33-34, are a call for a simpler lifestyle that is less likely to open doors for anxiousness or hoarding.


You know, it seems to me that the more I have the more I worry about what I have. And yet I always seem to want more, but want to worry less. I think one comes with the other. Maybe that is why Jesus advises us to get rid of all the extraneous stuff and pare down our lives to the basics. I know Jesus is right! Not only do I trust his wisdom, I know it from experience.

But, I’m not going to voluntarily give up my stuff, and I don’t think you are either so I’m not going to waste my time suggesting that you do. As long as we have the ability to add stuff to our lives we will, and those lives will get more and more complicated. I think I’ll just add a security system to protect my stuff, not that I have that much to protect. And then I can worry about the security system.


Many of you here have been through the experience of settling a will and disposing of the contents of someone’s estate. It can be a very nasty experience, especially if the estate is large. By the time my dad went home to be with the Lord he didn’t have much stuff left so it wasn’t much of a hassle. But the prospect of free stuff or a windfall of money can bring out the beast in most of us.

Evidently something like that stimulated Jesus to talk about our attitudes about stuff. The request of Jesus to settle the dispute about the division of an inheritance was just a plea to decide whose greed was best. Jesus wasn’t about to go there, but took the opportunity to talk about our attitudes toward wealth.


The request came from an individual in the crowd. Jesus puts him in his place, then addresses the whole assembly, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed”. Those Greek words translated “watch out” and “be on your guard” place a constant emphasis on day to day watchfulness. Greed and self-centeredness is an ongoing, daily challenge to anyone. Is there ever enough? How much is enough? That probably isn’t answerable until we have too much.


Luke is writing his Gospel somewhere between 60 AD and the mid-80’s. The Christian church is a generation, and then some, old. Covetousness, the “me, me, more, more” syndrome, was a widespread problem in the church then as it is now. (Human beings haven’t really changed much in the past 2000 years.) All throughout the New Testament we find verses addressing the problem. In fact Paul linked covetousness with idol worship. Luke, ever the champion of the poor who don’t have mujch, gathers Jesus’ sayings about covetousness and groups them in this section of his gospel. 



I love that bumper sticker that says, “The man who dies with the most toys wins!” How ironic! I think Jesus might have approved of that bumper sticker and might have said, “Who then will get” the toys “you have prepared for yourself?”


The key to understanding these words from Jesus has got to be the last three words of verse 21, “rich toward God”. I absolutely believe that the ultimate meaning of our time here, the value of our lifetime, the purpose and success of our years, depends a great deal on who we are rich toward. Jesus says we are “fools” when we “store up things for” ourselves but are “not rich toward God”. What does Jesus mean when he says for our lives to have lasting, eternal value, blessed by God, wisely spent, they must be “rich toward God”?


In verse 34 Jesus says “Where your treasure is your heart will be”. Isn’t that the truth! When I was driving that old 93 Buick my only thought for that car was just to do whatever it took to keep it running. Now that I have a shiny new truck I wash it and try to park it where someone won’t bump it. I’ve given part of my “heart” to that thing!

There is nothing wrong with having a new thing. But things have no lasting value, no eternal value. Eventually all things break, wear out, or are left behind, including my shiny truck. What we have to do is be sure that during this lifetime we are storing up things that are not destined to be left behind when we die. What are they, those things that are riches toward God.


Treasures in heaven can’t be material things. We won’t need material things in heaven. God doesn’t need material things. So, obviously, my truck can’t be one of those riches toward God. Treasures in heaven can’t be your pool, your home, not even your bank account. Nothing wrong with any of those things, in fact they can be very nice,---- as long as they don’t become your primary focus. If they become your primary focus then they have become more important than God, have shifted your focus from eternal to temporary, and have become, for practical purposes, your gods, gods that will eventually let you down. They will let you down because they will rot, break, leak, rust, run out, or be stolen. That’s what Jesus said in Matthew 6:19. Stuff is not of itself a bad thing. Treasures in heaven could include actions that include stuff. Giving food and clothing to NEED is a good example, or tithing.


So, OK, what has eternal value and would be considered riches to God? Two categories I can think of, (1) things that benefit others and (2) things that show God’s love through you. A quick search of Jesus’ teachings yields things like:

1. Forgiveness (Matt. 6:14, 5:9, 5:22) A very Christ-like action.

2. Secret giving (6:2-4) because you want to, not because you want to be seen.

3. Persecution for doing the right thing (5:10) being misunderstood because you refuse to compromise God’s rules.

4. A lifestyle that daily admits our need for God’s help (5:3) so critical to our continued walk with the Lord.

5. Admitting our sinfulness and Christ’s sacrifice (5:4) just a good servant’s attitude.

6. Being gentle, trusting, loving and peaceful (5:5) modeling Jesus.

7. Hungering to do the right thing and doing it (5:6)

8. Giving mercy to those who don’t deserve mercy (5:7) much like Jesus does for you.

9. Living a pure life because Jesus has made you pure (5:8) not because you did anything other than let him be Lord.

10. Letting God’s light shine from you (5:16) in all your relationships.

11. Practicing, modeling, teaching God’s laws (5:20) to your children, to your co-workers, wherever.

12. Being faithful to your spouse (5:27), the one God has given you to take care of and to take care of you till death do you part for heaven.

13. Living up to your word (5:33) which is your bond, which is your witness.

14. Avoiding opportunities to get even or take retribution. (5:38) We all make mistakes, none of us is perfect. Retribution is the Lord’s.

15. Practicing absolute trust in God shown in a worry free life. (6:25) Concern is normal, even godly, worry is mistrust of God’s ability to take care of us.

16. Refusing to be a judge and jury when you could be. (7:1) Not your job! God is the judge and jury.


That’s just 16, I’m sure there are more.


This past week as I was working on this sermon I had the opportunity to talk with one of our members who is laying up for herself treasures in heaven. She is a good example of what Jesus is talking about. I can’t give you her name because she wouldn’t want me to, and I don’t think Jesus would want me to either. She does what she does because she loves the Lord and loves people.

Out of her own pocket she is paying for a college degree that will allow her to become an ombudsman in our nursing homes. An ombudsman is an unpaid volunteer who represents the interests of people who can’t represent themselves, poor people, old people, or just inexperienced people. She is the front line defender of the rights of people in nursing homes. She does it for love and she is amassing her fortune in heaven!

As I think about it I realize that I could give you quite a list of people in this church who are out there every week doing things for others that reflect their love for the Lord, and are then laying up for themselves treasures in heaven.

What are you doing? Are you so busy laying up for yourself treasures here that you have no time left for the good stuff? I hope not. It would be a shame to get to heaven and find little or nothing to show for your years here.

Look what your Lord did for you. In the beginning he had all the stuff, when the time was just right he gave it all up to have nothing, and then he gave his most precious possession, his life. And gained everything back in heaven. All because he wants you to be where he is, and have what he has, for all eternity. Think about it. Amen.
