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“Wardrobe Change”

Colossians 3:12-17

July 25, 2004


When my daughter Sherred was about 13 or 14 years old a movie production company came to town to shoot some scenes for the movie “Great Balls of Fire”, the story of rock and roll singer Jerry Lee Lewis. A call went out for extras and Sherred wanted to try out. Sounded like an interesting time, so we let her, and she got a part as one of the kids in the background at a county fair.

I remember that on the day of the shoot all of the actors and all of the extras had to pay a visit to the wardrobe lady. A big semi trailer of costumes was parked not far from the carnival set. Actors were going and coming out of that big trailer. Sherred went in dressed as a 90’s girl and came out about 15 minutes later with her hair in a long pony tail tied with a piece of lace, red lipstick, white blouse, a pink poodle dress, and those black and white oxford shoes, a 50’s girl just like I remembered they looked. She had a wonderful day pretending……….. They cut the scene from the finished movie. No wonder the movie was a looser, they cut my daughter’s part.


Paul says that God has a wardrobe all picked out for you. This wardrobe isn’t a loaner like the one on the movie set, this wardrobe is your new clothes for all eternity. This wardrobe isn’t a pretend set of clothes either, just surface decoration, this wardrobe is a whole new you. God is not really interested in what you are wearing, God’s wardrobe is deeper than skin deep.


Paul says that when Jesus becomes Lord of your life you have an appointment at His wardrobe trailer. And in that trailer you will leave behind the old tattered things for some new things. You will stuff self-centeredness into a trash bag and take in its place compassion and kindness. You will shake that pompous pride out of your head and slip on humility and gentleness and patience. And then, like an all-purpose garment that works with anything, God will drape your shoulders with love.

Love is the finishing touch to the new you. Compassion without love is nothing more than pity. Love makes compassion Godly. Kindness without love isn’t much more than politically correct living. But with love kindness becomes a sincere interest in other’s well being. Humility without love is just false modesty, but with love humility becomes truly sacrificial, thinking of others first. Love binds all these new things to you. Love is like duck tape for the new you, or Clorox in the wash that brings out the clarity of color.


As you walk out of God’s wardrobe trailer the old you will seem out of place. As you walk out you will see some garbage cans there. They are for the old things that you did, and the old things that were done to you. They no longer fit, those things, so drop them in the cans. That impatience and short temper that the old you had, doesn’t look right on you any more, trash it. Those grievances you took with you into the Lord’s wardrobe trailer look pretty stupid on you now. Those grudges, the bones to pick, the arguments at the ready, the bad vibes are way too small for you now, trash em.


When Jesus becomes Lord of your life things have to change, you cannot be the old you! He forgives you, you must forgive others. He takes those old dirty clothes of life away and gives you clean new ones, gives you a fresh start and a new look. For all practical purposes when Jesus becomes Lord of your life you are not the same person, you start over, you are born again. How could someone with those kinds of blessings be so ungrateful as to continue living like before Jesus, or refuse to pass them on?


Paul says “set your hearts”, “set your minds”, “put to death” “clothe yourself”, “let”, and all of these action verbs are his way of admitting that this change to us isn’t automatic, this is something we must determine to do, taking action. When Sherred was on the set of the movie they didn’t bring her costume to her, she had to go get it. The Wardrobe Master doesn’t bring the change to us, we go to the Wardrobe Master to allow him to change us. We have to have the will to change, we have to make an effort, we have to strip off the old and put out our arms to receive the new. We have to give up the familiar and receive the unfamiliar allowing God to be the Wardrobe Master of our lives, putting on the wardrobe He chooses for us.


Paul begins to wrap up this section of his letter by commanding us to “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly” (v.16) There’s one of those action verbs again. For Paul and the recipients of his letter in Colosse Christ’s “word” meant a whole lot more than just spoken and written words. To the first century citizen, Gentile or Jew, words had power. The Greeks and Romans understood God or the gods to work by the power of words they called “Logos”. Words had power, words had muscle, words changed things and made things. The Jew understood God’s word as the all creating power of the Almighty.

`What Paul is saying then is that we must actively embrace the powerful, wonder-working word of Christ, letting it dwell in us. Not visit us, not blow in and blow out like a nice breeze on Sunday, but “dwell”, stay, have a permanent place in our hearts and minds allowing the Lord’s teachings to guide us, instruct us, bless us, change us.


This change that Paul is talking about is not an instantaneous process. When a person accepts Jesus as Savior and Lord of their life they immediately have a place in heaven, that very instant. But the Christian life, the wardrobe change, is an ongoing process that probably takes a lifetime. That may be why Paul admitted in his letter to the Philippian church that he had “not yet taken hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me.” (He wasn’t finished yet!) “Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.” That’s why we call the Christian life “discipleship”. Discipleship is disciplining oneself in the Lord’s way.


The reward is worth the discipline! Because of her discipline Sherred got to romp on the set of a movie and meet the stars. Paul says that our reward for putting on the Lord’s wardrobe of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience and love will be a joy filled life that spontaneously bursts out in singing.


What are you wearing today? Are you here dressed fit-to-kill or are you here dressed fit-to-live? Amen.
