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“The Crossroad of Decision”

Jeremiah 6:16

June 27, 2004


The prophet Jeremiah lived and wrote during one of the most troublesome periods in Hebrew history, the decades leading up to the fall of Jerusalem in 587 BC, followed by exile in Babylon. Everything that could go wrong had gone wrong, and Jeremiah the priest and prophet was right in the middle of it.

God chose Jeremiah to be his mouthpiece. Jeremiah wasn’t particularly excited about that privilege, and actually tried to change God’s mind. “I do not know how to speak: I am only a child”, Jeremiah said to God. But of course, God doesn’t make mistakes, and unworthy or, ready or not, Jeremiah was God’s choice.

That tendency of God to choose unworthy people for worthy ministry seems to be God’s modus operandi. All throughout scripture we see that pattern, simple, average people chosen by God, then empowered by God to do his will. That knowledge should be both humbling and empowering to any of us because we know that what God did, God does.

God loves to take the least of us and give us Spirit power to do his will. But those of us who are enjoying success must never forget Who is behind the success. That was the root of the problem for the Hebrew people. They forgot where their strength was coming from, turned to worshipping their own successes, and God was pulling the plug.

Because of his willingness to be God’s spokesman Jeremiah sometimes found himself in the king’s favor and welcome in the palace, and sometimes out of favor and in prison. Nobody likes to be told they are wrong, especially powerful people, but God’s word is God’s word! In the first six chapters of Jeremiah God makes is very plain what he is about to do and why he is about to do it.

In the midst of enjoying God’s blessings the people have become unfaithful and turned to worshipping their own creations. God is disappointed in his chosen people, and angry. Their sins will be punished, their children and their grandchildren will pay the price of their sin if they do not repent.

Isn’t that the way it always is? Our sins, our stupidity, our mistakes, our hard headedness take their toll on our families and even their families. If we would only learn to listen to God and be obedient none of that pain would be necessary. God is going to be Lord of our lives, one way or another because he is Lord of all creation. When we embrace God’s Son as our Lord then God’s Lordship is a beautiful, wonderful thing as God always intended it should be. But, like the Hebrews of old, we often choose another path that doesn’t include God. When we make that unwise choice, well, consider the struggle Israel is having even today.

The good news buried in Jeremiah is that the Lord God is always looking for a way to steer us back onto his way. The bad news is that the Lord God is not reluctant to use some really painful ways to get our attention. The good news is that the Lord God never gives up on us ….. of course that can be bad news for those of us who are determined to do our own thing … there is no escaping God.

The scripture verse for today, verse 16, is God’s way of saying what God had Joshua say to the people generations before, and what God is always saying to all of us even today, (Joshua 24:14) “Now fear the Lord and serve him with all faithfulness.” (“Fear” means to love and respect, honor and obey, recognizing God’s mighty power. So in a way, yes, be afraid, but in a greater way be assured that this mighty God adores you and wants only the best for you.)  “Throw away the gods your forefathers worshiped beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord.” (Those “gods” are anything you and I choose to set on a pedestal. You know what that could be for you! If that thing is more important than serving God it is your god.) Joshua goes on to say, “But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve.” God will not choose for you, your choice is your choice, and the consequences of the choice you make is on your shoulders. God could choose for you, make you a puppet as he pulls your strings, but that isn’t what God wants for you. God says through Jeremiah, “Stand at the crossroads and look; ask for the ancient paths”.

From the very day of creation, the very first day Adam and Eve walked with God, God had in place his plan, his path for blessing. That ancient path was perfect then and is perfect now, and it has not and will not ever change. There are a lot of paths, a lot of choices in this life, but only one that is God’s path, all the other paths are not God’s paths, and all of them ultimately lead to disappointment, even destruction. Jesus is the path, Jesus is the way, Jesus is the true path, Jesus is the only path to life eternal. Jesus is the “good way” and when you choose to walk the Jesus path “you will find rest for your souls”.

I have no doubt that some of you here today have come to that crossroad, undoubtedly more than once. You have considered the options, and have chosen a path that is not God’s ancient path. You have chosen a new path, nice and wide, paved with good intentions, but not laid out with God’s omniscient wisdom. Keep on your path if you so choose, but God will not bless your journey, and you will almost surely find yourself, sooner or later, in a place you did not plan to go or want to be. With God’s plan that will not happen.

The good news is that God loves you so much that he is constantly placing “crossroads” in your path, new opportunities to choose the “ancient path”. Today is for you one of those crossroads days. It’s time again to choose! I hope you will choose God’s path because on that path there is life and blessing.

In truth, all of us, even those of us who are doing our best to walk God’s path, encounter frequent crossroads. Crossroads are places of decision aren’t they? Crossroads are not of themselves bad things but are just part of the daily choices we have to make. The thing about crossroads is that we can’t just stay there, we have to choose and then move forward. God wants to help you make those choices and he will if you take the time to ask him and listen to him. He will speak to you through his word, as a response to your prayers, and even in the counsel of a Christian friend. God has many ways to respond to our hearts search for his will. No one has to make those crossroad choices alone. We sometimes do, but only because we don’t ask.

We, gathered together as the church, encounter crossroads too. The choices we leaders make determines the path all of us called St. Timothy follow, (assuming you don’t jump ship and go another way). Let me tell you of a crossroad that we have come to and a decision we have made.

But first let me share with you a quote that gets pretty close to crystallizing my prayer for my own life and for my church. I believe this crossroad decision we have made will help realize some of this prayer. Here it is, “Lord, let me make a difference for you that is utterly disproportionate to who I am!” In other words, Lord let me make a difference in the world for you that is so much bigger than me that it can’t possibly have come from me alone. The only way that I can do that, the only way my church can make a difference that is that huge, is with the magnificent power of the Holy Spirit at work in me and through us.

Someone is wondering right now, what kind of difference is he talking about?

I must confess that I don’t know what that “difference” is that I want us to make. God does, but I don’t. My vision is cloudy. I know I would like to see us break through the 200 count Sunday attendance and stay there. I would love to see us pay off our debts and start the next growth process. I would be thrilled to see home bible studies really take off. Truth is these things do seem to be gradually happening. But these things are only external evidence of our desire to be good servants of the Lord.

I can’t see God’s vision for us. God only reveals the possibilities as I need to know them, which is probably just as well as the big picture would probably scare me to death. Even Moses didn’t know what he was getting into!

Anyhow, here is the crossroad that I referred to, and your leadership’s choice. We are going to walk the 40 Days of Purpose road. Some of you have already read Rev. Rick Warren’s book “The Purpose Driven Life”. But now as a church we are going to spend 7 weeks, 40 days, immersed in the lessons God has given Rick to give to us. Beginning in late September and continuing for 40 days and seven Sundays into early November we are going to follow God as he takes us into what will be a deeper, richer, and more exciting walk with him in every facet of our personal lives and corporate life.

Every Sunday School from children through adult, and every home study group, and every worship service will be immersed in the 40 Days of Purpose material. God will clearly answer the critical question “What on Earth am I here for?” We will see that we were planned for God’s pleasure, formed to be God’s family, created to become like Jesus, shaped for service to God, and made for mission.

I believe that these 40 days of intensive study of God’s word will be the next catalyst to push us to make a difference for God that will be utterly disproportionate to who we are. I don’t know what that will look like, but I know Who does, and I trust that His plan is exactly the right path. I resisted proposing this 40 Days of Purpose Campaign for a long time because it’s expensive, the cost to the church will be over $1,000. And it will cost you individually because each of you will have to purchase a $7 book if you want to be completely in sync with the study.

I have come to believe that we at St. Timothy are standing at a critical crossroads of our ministry. It’s time to take another significant step of faith. Many of you are also standing at a critical crossroad of your life. It may just be the perfect time for you to take that significant step of Godly obedience and faithful trust in Jesus. I believe this 40 Days of Purpose study will help us all step onto the Lord’s path.

What I want you to do, beginning right now, is pray that God’s Spirit will so set St. Timothy on fire through this intensive study that we will never be the same again. We will be better, we will be the St. Timothy God has always intended us to be. And each of us will be the man or woman of God’s own heart. Pray, beginning this very week. Ask God to pour out the Holy Spirit on St. Timothy, and on each of us individually, that we might become the very church God ordained us to be, and a people used by God to bring him glory and honor throughout this community. Your church has reached a crossroad of decision and has chosen what we believe is God’s path. Now it’s your turn to choose. Amen.

