1
5

“For the Lord’s Sake”

1st Peter 3:1-7

Father’s Day, June 20, 2004

Our society is in the midst of redefining and redesigning itself. I suppose a historian would point out that societal change is the norm and every society is constantly in the process of adjustment and change, some quickly and some very very slowly. I suspect that the speed at which societies make those changes is directly connected to the freedom of expression the society enjoys.

Here is a little example. I heard just this past Thursday that the nation of Iran, an Islamic state and traditionally very restrictive about social freedoms, has relaxed it’s control of the population and is going through rapid, and for them, radical social changes. The younger generation of women have begun to reject the traditional modest dress and are choosing the opposite extreme that the commentator described as leaving little to the imagination. The girls interviewed said they saw nothing at all wrong with transparent, clinging clothing, all their friends were wearing it.

America is right in the middle of what I believe will be a successful drive to normalize the homosexual lifestyle. I believe that before this decade is over most of the American legal system will have bent to the will of the liberal social activists homosexual agenda. I don’t believe it is right, and I know it’s contrary to the Bible, but I don’t think we can stop it. Our society has so embraced the right to choose and is so reluctant to be seen as judgmental that we have allowed the vocal minority to successfully push it’s agenda. The more control they have the more power they have and the more power they have the more our political leaders who make and remake our laws to bend to their will. After all, remaining in office and in power is ultimately the name of the game in politics. What might be good for the country is of secondary importance to many people holding office.

I don’t really think that we Christians can do much to change the path our society seems to be taking. I think it’s gone too far, the ball is rolling too fast, and if we try to stop or divert it we will just get squashed. I don’t think we can change the direction of our society, but I don’t think we should join it either.

During mission trips we have a lot of travel time and so a lot of old fashioned talking time. One day several of us were talking about our current political and social situation and someone pointed out that America seems to be becoming an increasingly polarized society, a war of sides. By that he explained there seems to be very few people in the middle ground, laying low, uncommitted. Most people have chosen a side and have become deeply entrenched in their position. Those of us in the traditional conservative religious community have taken our stand and become aggressively evangelical. The liberal side of society has taken it’s stand and is incessantly raining down it’s arrows of criticism and it’s message of individual freedom no matter the cost to others. We are in a war of wills and words. I don’t think that’s bad. I think we should be very transparent about what we believe is God’s intent for America as defined by the bible. But it does seem to me that the traditional Christian voice is rapidly loosing the battle for our society.

Francis Schaffer, a Presbyterian minister, wrote a book in the mid seventies titled “How Should We Then Live?” Charles Colson repeated the effort a few years ago with his book “How Now Shall We Live”. Both of them were essentially echoing the apostle Peter’s letter to the church, a church he called “Strangers in the world, scattered”. Since Christ has died and rose again, giving to those of us who believe an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade, kept in heaven until the coming of salvation in the last days, how then shall we live? How are we to be different from the world around us that does not acknowledge Jesus as Lord? 

When Peter wrote his first letter to the new Christian church they were in a little bit different situation than we find ourselves. The new Christian churches were growing up in a world that had always been heavily patriarchal to one degree or another. The Christian church, especially the Gentile Christian church, had many more women members than men. And so it’s not surprising to find the Christian church sensitive to the social imbalance and actively giving women more authority and greater prominence in both church and societal matters.

In the first chapter and a half of his letter Peter reminds us of what the Lord has done for us and charges us to “be holy” in the world. By “holy” he means that we should be self-controlled trusting God fully, not conformed to the practices of the world, loving each other deeply. He says we must purge all malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy and slander. We are to be doers of good wherever we go.

By the middle of the second chapter Peter has begun to be specific about how being holy should look. We should be good citizens wherever we live, submissive to the authority of the laws of the land. We should live a free people, freed by our Lord’s sacrifice, but we must not abuse that freedom or use it to cover up wrong doing. (2:16) Peter even writes to those in slavery and tells them that in Christ they are free but in their society they are still slaves. They must use their freedom to freely respect and obey their masters, even when the master is abusive. It’s Christ-like to be obedient even in suffering, and God will especially bless that kind of sacrifice.

When we get to the third chapter Peter tightens his focus on Christ-like behavior as it relates to the family, especially to wives and husbands. What he has to say is just as applicable today as it was when he wrote, but it is important that we understand the historical context of his advice.

Peter is writing to the new Christian community in Asia Minor. For the most part the congregations he writes to are made up of new Gentile converts with either Greek or Roman backgrounds, and a sprinkling of Jews. What you have is churches that are trying to blend several different cultures and religious experiences into one new worship. And you also have churches that have a greater percentage of women than men members.

The dominance of gentile women in the congregations may be why Peter takes more time to give advice to the women than he does to the men. It may also be that Peter believes that these Christian women can have a significant influence on the men in their lives who may not yet be Christian.

In verse one of chapter three Peter says to wives, “in the same way be submissive to your husbands”. “In the same way” refers us back to 2:13 where he begins to tell us how to live by saying that we should “submit” “for the Lord’s sake”. Do what you do for the Lord’s sake. In every relationship, but especially in your marriage relationship, do what you do for Jesus.

Peter’s admonition to “be submissive to your husband” is in no way intended as an encouragement for the wife to allow abuse or a license for the husband to abuse his wife. These verses and a number of Paul’s comments have been used and abused time and again to subject women to unchristian behaviors. That was not the intent of Paul or Peter. Both Paul and Peter assert that from the very beginning God placed the husband as head of the team called family so that order could be maintained. The man is usually physically stronger than the woman and emotionally less volatile. As head of the household he carries a greater responsibility before God to care for the family.

Peter is also acknowledging that when a woman of that day chose a different religion from her spouse she was already troubling the family waters. With that in mind it was critical that the wife do everything she could to allow Christ’s love to shine gently through her. Submit to her husband in such a way that her influence on him would be a positive and healing thing, and he might “be won over (to Christ) without words”

In verse three Peter remarks that a woman’s real beauty is after all from what is inside, not from “outward adornment such as braided hair and the wearing of gold jewelry and fine clothes”. Peter is not making a case against outward adornments but is just pointing out what we all know to be true, real beauty comes from the heart, the “inner self”.

In verse 7 Peter turns his attention to the husband who is a Christian and says again, “in the same way”, that is for the Lord’s sake, “be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect”. In other words, to give them two wonderful gifts, understanding and respect. The two Greek words translated “considerate” more literally mean “according to knowledge” or “with understanding” and point out that husbands should make every effort to understand their wives and be considerate of their spiritual, emotional and physical needs. In so doing they will honor them and the Lord.

And as husbands they are to treat their wives with respect, for wives are fellow heirs of God’s gift of life. In fact, Peter ends this section by warning husbands that if they lack this gift of consideration and respect they greatly endanger their own prayer life. God will not honor prayers from a man who does not love his wife with Christ-like sacrificial love.

This world we live in desperately needs to see how Christ makes a difference in people’s lives. This world needs to see how Christ’s example and Lordship imparts love, understanding and respect to the relationship between husband and wife.

Peter warns us that people won’t always appreciate our Godly values and will sometimes criticize our choices as narrow minded. We shouldn’t be offended but consider it an honor to be criticized for Jesus. Our lives together should be our witness for the Lord, and even occasionally our words. Amen.

